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For information

Legislative Council

Panel on Environmental Affairs

Information Note on

Provision of sewerage in Yuen Long and Kam Tin

PURPOSE

In discussing the paper on the two projects, namely, 235DS *“Yuen Long
and Kam Tin sewerage and sewage disposal” and 274DS “Yuen Long and Kam
Tin sewerage, stage 3”, at the meeting of the Legislative Council Panel on
Environmental Affairs held on 23 February 2009 prior to submission to the PWSC
for upgrading to Category A, Members requested the Administration to provide
supplementary information on the following —

(@) abreakdown on the percentage of village houses which had
made connection upon provision of the public village
sewerage, together with information on the distance
between the reception point and the lot boundary of village
house and the reasons for those unable to be connected;

(b) the assistance schemes available to villagers in
implementing the sewer connection works, as well as the
measures to ensure compliance with sewer connection
requirements; and

(c) the schedules of delivery for village sewers and sewer
connection works and their respective site plans.

This paper sets out the Administration’s response.

THE ADMINISTRATION’S RESPONSE
Village sewer connection

2. Village sewerage is part of the Government’s sewerage provision
programme to improve the village environs and sanitary conditions of the
unsewered areas. Once public sewers have been laid in an area under the village
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sewerage programme, village house owners will be required under the Water
Pollution Control (Sewerage) Regulation to convey wastewater arising from their
premises to the public sewers. Proper connection of village houses to the public
sewerage network will significantly improve the environmental and sanitary
conditions of unsewered areas and reduce pollution to our rivers and coastal
waters.

3. The percentage of village houses which had made connection upon
provision of the public village sewerage is shown in Table 1 below.

Table 1: Village sewerage connection rates (statistics as at end 2008)

Area Total number of village | Number of village | Connection
houses covered houses connected rate (%)
Sha Tin 2328 1934 83
Tai Po 2054 1564 76
North and
4 1886 1226 65
Yuen Long
Sai Kung 1078 950 88
Tsuen Wan * 48 37 77
Islands * 335 261 78
Total * 7729 5972 77

" Sewer connection work is still on-going

4. The connection rates of village houses vary and depend on a number of
technical factors. Based on past experience, the main reasons for those unable to
be connected include limited space, inadequate hydraulic gradient, costly
pumping requirement, obstruction from underground utilities, land resumption
issues and encroachment on other’s private land etc..

Distance between the reception point and the lot boundary of village house

5. During construction of public sewers in villages, we will provide a
reception point along the new public sewer for each village house to be connected.
The location of a reception point will be determined by agreeing with the
concerned lot owner on a case by case basis. The public sewer will then be
extended to the agreed location with the reception point, which for most of the
cases, is located within one metre from the lot boundary of the concerned village
house. In some cases, where the terminal manhole has to be located on
Government land for some reasons, the reception point may be placed farther
away from the lot boundary of the village house, but would normally be within a
metre from the future terminal manhole.



Measures to ensure compliance with sewer connection requirements

6. Under the existing practice, the Environmental Protection Department
(EPD) will issue advisory letters to the house owners concerned when the public
village sewers are ready for connection and after consultations with the local
residents are done. A time period of about 6 to 12 months is usually allowed for
the house owners to complete the connection works. The EPD will serve
statutory notices to those owners who fail to carry out the connection works after
the specified time period.

7. Upon receipt of the owners’ notification of works completion, EPD staff
will conduct inspection and testing to verify satisfactory completion of the sewer
connections. We have been assisting the owners to resolve the technical and site
specific problems as far as possible. Enforcement action is taken as the last
resort.

Assistance schemes available to villagers in implementing the sewer
connection works

8. In order to assist those village house owners who may have difficulty in
meeting the costs of sewer connections, we have made provisions for eligible
owners to apply for financial assistance from the following existing building
related grant and loan schemes to carry out drainage improvement works
(including sewer connection works) within their private lots in connection with
the Government’s village sewerage projects —

(@ “Building Maintenance Grant Scheme for Elderly Owners”
provided by the Government and administered by the Hong
Kong Housing Society (HKHS)

(please visit website
http://www.hkhs.com/eng/business/pm_bmags.asp for details);

(b) “Comprehensive Building Safety Improvement Loan Scheme”
(also known as “Building Safety Loan Scheme”) operated by
the Buildings Department
(please visit website
http://www.bd.gov.hk/english/services/index_bsils.html for
details); and

(c) “Home Renovation Loan Scheme” operated by HKHS
(please visit website
http://www.hkhs.com/eng/business/pm_bmm_a.asp for
details).




Schedules of delivery for village sewers

9. The sewerage works under 235DS that we propose to part-upgrade to
Category A for consideration by the Public Works Subcommittee on 22 April 2009
and the Finance Committee on 8 May 2009 (the Proposed Works) comprises —

(@) construction of trunk sewers in Yuen Long South and Ha Tsuen
areas;

(b) construction of a new sewage pumping station near Shui Tsiu
San Tsuen Road in Yuen Long South and expansion of the
existing Ha Tsuen sewage pumping station; and

(c) ancillary works.

We plan to commence construction of the Proposed Works in mid 2009 for
completion in late 2013.

10. For the villages located within the catchment of the Proposed Works, we
have included the village sewerage programme for 25 villages under two
Category B items, namely 157DS “Yuen Long and Kam Tin sewerage stage 2
phase 3B, 3C, 3D, 4B, 4C, 5A, 5B, 5C, 5D and 5E” and 274DS “Yuen Long and
Kam Tin sewerage, stage 3”. We plan to commence the village sewerage works
for these 25 villages progressively from 2010 for completion in 2016.
Nevertheless, the associated village sewerage programme is still at the planning
and design stage and the proposed delivery programme is tentative, subject to
detailed design, public consultation, land resumption and gazettal process. A site
plan showing the names and locations of these 25 villages is at Enclosure 1.

Environmental Protection Department
April 2009
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