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Purpose
This paper informs members of the precautionary work and the arrangements
of class suspension in schools against the spread of Human Swine Influenza (HSI).

Precautionary Work
2.
Since the first report of human infection of HSI in Mexico and the United
States of America in April, the Education Bureau (EDB) has been working closely
with the Department of Health (DH) and maintaining close contact and
communication with schools.
3.
To remind schools to guard against the spread of HSI, the EDB issued the first
letter on prevention of HSI to schools on 27 April 2009 with the advisory letter from
the Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the DH. A series of nearly 10 letters to
advise schools to step up all preventive measures against HSI were further issued
between April and June. Advisory messages and guidelines from the CHP were also
conveyed to schools in the first instance.
4.
To assist schools to formulate contingency measures against HSI, the
“Handbook on Prevention of Human Swine Influenza in Schools” and the “Guidelines
on the Prevention and Management of Human Swine Influenza in Schools” were
compiled by EDB and CHP respectively and uploaded onto EDB’s homepage for
schools’ reference.
5.
A one-off grant of $3,000 has also been disbursed to all schools in Hong Kong
to help them implement the various preventive measures and purchase the necessary
cleansing materials to guard against the spread of HSI.

6.
In addition, a series of discussion sessions have also been held with the
representatives from kindergartens, primary schools, secondary schools and special
schools to update them of the latest situation of HSI and to consult their views on the
various arrangements including class suspension in the light of the development of the
disease. A letter was also issued to all schools on 12 May, informing them that as a
prudent measure, EDB would consider suspending first all kindergartens,
kindergartens-cum-child care centres, primary schools and special schools for 14 days
in the first instance of a confirmed local HSI case with no identifiable link.

Arrangements of Class Suspension
7.
A local case of HSI was confirmed on 10 June. It was further confirmed on
11 June by CHP as the first local HSI outbreak affecting a total of 12 students without
linkage to imported cases. The pandemic situation was carefully studied and
thoroughly discussed at the meeting of the Steering Committee on Pandemic Strategies
in the morning of 11 June and it was decided that classes of all kindergartens,
kindergartens-cum-child care centres, primary schools (including English Schools
Foundation and International) and special schools (except the Schools for Social
Development with secondary section only) would be suspended for 14 days from 12 to
25 June. Based on the assessment and advice of the DH, the EDB would decide on
whether classes could be resumed or further suspended and make announcement on or
before 23 June.
8.
We have further consulted the primary school sector on arrangements for
class suspension and a letter setting out the arrangements as agreed with the sector was
issued to schools on 11 June (Annex). In the letter, schools were clearly informed
that class suspension was a mitigation measure, the purposes of which are to reduce
the social contact of students, minimize the possibilities of students to be infected and
let schools have an opportunity to clean up the premises. If classes were resumed
before 10 July, schools could conduct school activities, including internal
examinations, before the start of the summer holiday. In the event that classes could
not be resumed before 10 July, EDB would issue guidelines on special arrangements
for schools to conduct the second-term examination for Primary 5 (P5) students in
early July. The guidelines are now under preparation by DH. If for some reasons
schools cannot conduct the P5 second-term examination in early July, they can
consider making school-based decision in arranging the P5 second-term examination
between July and early September 2009 for the purpose of Secondary School Places
Allocation. The Territory-wide System Assessment scheduled for 17 and 18 June has
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been cancelled.
9.
As for secondary schools, we have consulted their views separately. We
understand that many schools are conducting internal examinations during this period
and they hope that a decision on class suspension should be taken prudently. The
secondary school sector generally found the arrangements similar to those agreed with
the primary school sector feasible. It was agreed that a letter detailing the
arrangements would be issued to secondary schools should classes be required to be
suspended.
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