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Clerk to Panel

LegCo Panel on Food Safety and Environmental Hygiene
(Attn: Miss Mary SO)

Legislative Council Building

8 Jackson Road, Central

Hong Kong

(Fax No. : 2509 0775)

Dear Miss SO,

Funding for enhanced measures to step up environmental hygiene to combat

human swine influenza

Further to the letter of 30 June 2009 to the Panel, we herewith provide
more information on the performance targets of the various proposed initiatives for
environmental hygiene improvement in the fight against the human swine influenza
(HSI), and the reporting mechanism with regard to the implementation of these

initiatives.



Performance targets

The proposed allocation of $300 million aims to provide additional
resources for the Drainage Services Department, the Food and Environmental
Hygiene Department, the Home Affairs Department, the Leisure and Cultural Services
Department, the Social Welfare Department, the Agriculture, Fisheries and
Conservation Department and the Marine Department to implement a number of
initiatives to step up environmental hygiene measures as well as the relevant public
education and publicity work in the fight against HIS, lasting for about 12 months.
In response to the suggestion of Members, we have drawn up a number of objective

performance targets to measure the performance of the initiatives (see Enclosure 1).
Progress Report

In order to keep Members informed of the implementation progress of
these initiatives, we will submit a progress report to the Legislative Council Panel on
Food Safety and Environmental Hygiene nine months after the relevant funding

proposal is approved by the Finance Committee.

Grateful if you would provide the above information to Members.

Yours sincerely,

( Francis HO)

for Secretary for Food and Health



Enclosure 1

Enhanced Measures to Step Up Environmental Hygiene to Combat Human Swine Influenza

Initiative Performance Targets

Drainage Services Department
Additional cleansing of underground drains and sewers

Enhancing cleansing for | ¢  To increase the current three to four times cleansing works up to about six times a
blockage-prone underground sewers year to blockage-prone underground sewers and drains in congested urban areas
and drains in congested urban areas (about 270 locations in total, see Enclosure 2) and sewers from all hospitals,
and sewers from all hospitals, major major government clinics and markets in next 12 months.

government clinics and markets.
e The total additional length of sewers and drains to be cleansed under this exercise
is about 100 km.

Food and Environmental Hygiene Department:
Special improvement in environmental hygiene to combat human swine influenza

Enhancing cleansing and disinfection | ¢  To carry out enhanced cleansing and disinfection services by means of high
services in public markets pressure hot water cleaners to common areas (including passageways, toilets, lift
lobby, loading area, refuse collection points and vacant stalls, etc.) in all 104
public markets in Hong Kong at least once a day.

e To arrange hourly disinfection to handrails of escalators and panel boards of lifts.

e To conduct disinfection for toilets after each cleansing operation and disinfection




of common areas in markets after the last cleansing operation of the day.

Enhancing street washing services

To enhance the clean-up of some 1 500 problematic backlanes in the vicinity of
food premises, hawker concentrated areas and public markets, using high pressure
hot water cleaners.

Enhancing cleansing for aqua privies
and public toilets

To enhance the hygiene condition of about 550 aqua privies and public toilets
without attendant service; to increase the daily cleaning from one/two times to
three times, and to increase the weekly deep cleansing from one to twice.

One-off clean-up services to common
areas of private buildings without
management bodies

To provide one to two roving teams in each district to provide one-off clean-up to
the common areas (roof, staircase, lightwell and canopy) of some 5 000 private
buildings without management bodies as well as their adjacent lanes.

Enhancing the clean-up of
environmental hygiene blackspots and
sustaining the enhanced level of public
cleansing services

To provide one to two roving teams in each district to enhance the clean-up of
hygiene blackspots and eliminate the spots through special cleansing operations.
Of the 105 environmental hygiene blackspots identified in consultation with
District Councils, 21 have been cleared and removed from the list thus far. The
remaining 84 have been restored to an acceptable hygiene condition. Through
this new initiative and with the support of the community, it is expected that they
would be properly restored in next 12 months.

Publicity and educational programmes
on personal, domestic and
environmental hygiene

To organise five publicity programmes for community involvement and distribute
100 000 sets of publicity materials prepared in nine languages to promote hygiene
messages to target groups, including domestic helpers, new immigrants, and
ethnic minorities.

To organise promotional activities on anti-flu and hygiene messages, including




exhibitions, game booths and workshops, for some 70 public markets.

Home Affairs Department:

Environmental hygiene improvement and community involvement projects

Cleansing work in the community

To conduct cleansing work for the common areas of about 1 000 private buildings
without management bodies.

To conduct cleansing work for about 20 000 households of the under-privileged,
such as singleton elderly.

Promotional activities

To organize about 200 promotional events on personal/environmental hygiene in
districts, such as seminars and roving exhibitions.

Leisure and Cultural Services Department

Strengthening cleansing and disinfection services and promoting human swine influenza precautionary measures in

leisure and cultural venues

Enhancing cleansing and disinfection
for parks and playground served by

mobile cleaners

To set up one to two mobile cleansing teams in each district for conducting
thorough cleansing and disinfection work in 600 parks and playgrounds from once
or twice a month to at least once a week; and stepping up the daily thorough
cleansing and disinfection to children play equipment at parks and playgrounds
from once/twice to at least twice.

Enhancing cleansing and disinfection

for public libraries

To raise the cleansing frequency, from at least once daily to once every hour, for
the public facilities in libraries including keyboards, mouse pads and mouse of all
computer equipment.

Promoting human swine

influenza

To recruit 106 Health Ambassadors for serving in venues with high usage /




precautionary measures in leisure and
cultural venues

patronage, including 23 indoors sports centres, 29 major parks / playgrounds /
holiday camps / outdoor recreation and sports centres, 34 public libraries, 12
indoor stadia and performing arts venues and 8 public museums to help step up
environmental hygiene and related precautionary measures as well as public
education. As these venues cover a large area and are heavily used, there is a
need to provide dedicated staff to ensure environmental hygiene, closely monitor
and timely follow-up the cleansing and disinfection work of the venues / facilities,
and directly respond to users’ enquiries, for the benefit of users.

Social Welfare Department

Strengthening cleansing service of welfare service units

Strengthening general cleansing and
enhancing environmental hygiene of
welfare service units serving elders,
disabled persons, children and youths
etc.

To provide additional resources for some 1 800 welfare service units (including
some 600 residential welfare service units and some 1 200 day welfare service
units) to hire cleansing service or employ part-time or temporary helping hands to
strengthen general cleansing service and enhance environmental hygiene as
appropriate.

To kick-start the initiative in August / September 2009 subject to funding approval
by Finance Committee, funding allocation on agency basis to be carried out in
two half-yearly installments for launching of the new initiative for full completion
by March 2011.

Each welfare services unit to submit the 1% performance report on funding
spending, number of temporary workers employed and enhanced cleanliness /
environmental hygiene in January 2010; and to submit 2™ or final performance
report on similar items in September 2010.




Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department
Additional cleansing of country park facilities and enhancing environmental hygiene of government wholesale food

markets

Upgrading the cleansing facilities in
the flushing toilets of country parks

To provide automatic cleansing facilities at about 50 flushing toilets of country
parks (including water taps, soap dispensers, hand dryers and disinfectant
dispensers)

Enhancing cleanliness of country park
areas

To provide one additional cleansing service at the popular recreation sites, forest
tracks and hiking paths during weekends and public holidays.

To arrange special clean up operations at around 10 dumping or refuse black spots
in country parks.

Providing additional mobile toilets at
popular recreation sites in country
parks

To provide 10 more mobile toilets in the popular recreation sites of country parks.

Enhancing cleansing / disinfection for
wholesale market toilets

To provide additional cleansing contractor manpower to enhance the hygiene
condition of about 37 public toilets located at various wholesale markets.

To increase the daily cleansing from 4 times to 6 times. The increased frequency
will be on peak operation hours from 2:00 to 6:00 am.

Refuse collection at wholesale markets

To increase the daily refuse collection from one / two times to two / three times.

General wholesale market cleansing

To increase the daily cleansing / disinfection of lifts at the wholesale markets from




3 times to 6 times.

To increase the cleansing of drainage and roads at the wholesale markets from
once a week to twice a week.

To increase the frequency of tidying up wholesale market premises (e.g. removal
of abandoned articles) from once a week to twice a week.

To increase the cleansing of sewage pump station at the wholesale markets from
once a month to twice a month.

Marine Department

Additional cleansing services to cross-boundary ferry terminals, marine refuse collection points and other concerned

water areas

Thorough cleansing and Washing
exercises at the Macau Ferry Terminal
(MFT) and China Ferry Terminal
(CFT)

To procure additional cleansing contractor manpower to conduct two thorough
cleansing and washing exercises each at the terminals with focus at those areas
which are not normally covered by routine cleaning. The first thorough cleaning
will be conducted in September for completion in early October before the winter
peak for influenza pandemic and the second one in March / April 2010.

Stationing additional cleaners in
passenger toilets at MFT and CFT

To procure additional cleansing contractor manpower to enhance the hygiene
condition of all passenger toilets at MFT and CFT.

Replacing the recycled rubbish bins at
both MFT and CFT

To enhance the general hygiene in the terminals by replacing the existing plastic
recycled rubbish bins with stainless steel ones within the first two months after the
proposal is approved by Finance Committee.




Setting up an additional spet_:ial team | @  To procure additional cleansing contractor manpower to enhance the floating
for marine refuse collection and refuse scavenging activities at the popular water-front areas, such as the Sai King,
cleansing work Stanley, Tai Tam Bay, Lamma Island etc.

e To provide daily thorough cleaning at the marine refuse collection points with the
use of pressurized water spray guns.

Food and Health Bureau
July 2009




List of locations for additional cleansing of underground

drains and sewers
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Hong Kong Island and Islands District
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