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Further discussion on
the obstetric service
charge for non-eligible
persons whose spouses
are Hong Kong
residents

30 April 2007

The Administration was requested to provide
a written response to the motion passed by
the Panel at the meeting on 16 April 2007 by
early June 2007 at the latest. The wording
of the motion reads as follows -
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The effectiveness of the new obstetric
service arrangements (including the
obstetric service package charge) and
complementary immigration measures are
being closely monitored.

A refund mechanism on the new obstetric
package charge was introduced on 29
October 2007 by the Hospital Authority
(HA). The Administration's response on
the refund mechanism was issued vide LC
Paper No. CB(2) 533/07-08(01) on 6
December 2007.
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(Trandlation)

"That this Panel expresses regret that the
new obstetric package charge
($39,000/$48,000) implemented by the
Headth, Welfare and Food Bureau and the
Hospital Authority in early February this
year for Mainland women giving birth in
public hospitals has failed to take into
account its impact on Hong Kong families
(i.e. those with the father being a Hong
Kong resident and the mother a Two-way
Permit holder), and urges the Government
to exempt these families from the new fee
charging policy."

The Administration was aso requested to
include in its written response to the Panel
the suggestion of refunding fees paid at the
time of booking for public obstetric services
if the delivery did not take place eventually
due to valid reasons such as a miscarriage.

2. Consultation
Healthcare Reform

on

24 June 2008

The Administration undertook to provide a
summary of the views recelved during the first
stage of the consultation on healthcare reform
to the Panel in around end of 2008 or early
2009 upon completion of the analysis on views
received during the consultation period.

The Administration published the Report
on First Stage Public Consultation on
Healthcare Reform in December 2008.
Copies of the report were provided to
Members of the Legislative Council.
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3. Grant for the Samaritan
Fund

10 November 2008

The Administration was requested to provide
information on items that had been removed
from the categories of self-financed items
under coverage of the Samaritan Fund for
inclusion in the standard subsidised public
services over the years.

The information requested was provided in
Enclosure 1 to the Administration's paper
for the meeting of the Finance Committee
on 12 December 2008 (Item No.
FCR(2008-09)50), which was issued vide
L C Paper No. FC41/08-09 on 5 December
2008.

4. Advance directives in
relation to medica
treatment

8 December 2008

The Administration was requested to provide a
table setting out the concept of advance
directives and euthanasia, the proposed
implementation details of advance directives
and the Administration' stance on legidslation.

The Administration will provide a written
response.
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