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Hon Dr Joseph Lee
Chairman, Panel on Health Services

Legislative Council

Mar 4, 2009

Dear Hon Dr Joseph Lee,

Developing an Electronic Health Record Sharing Infrastructure in Hong Kong

| am writing on behalf of the Health Information Technology Special Interest Division
(HITSID) of the Hong Kong Computer Society (HKCS) to urge the Panel on Health
Services to offer support to the Government’s initiative to develop a territory-wide

electronic health record (eHR) sharing system.

As the health IT special group inside HKCS — the largest and oldest of IT professionals'
association in Hong Kong — we have followed the development and applications of IT in
healthcare in Hong Kong closely. We believe that the eHR development is in the right

direction for Hong Kong as a whole, as well as for the IT industry and our professionals.

We believe that the IT industry must be involved and consulted in developing the strategy
for the system, including matters of concerns such as eHR standards, certification
scheme for compliance and inter-operability, business models and others. It is important
to engage and send the clear message to all stakeholders, including the IT industry, as
well as private healthcare providers which needs to urgently upgrade their health
information systems in order to improve the quality and delivery of care to patients,

reduce medical errors and costs of healthcare expenditure.
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