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1. Review of telephone directory enquiry service

In accordance with the current licence condition, fixed carrier licensees

are required to provide directory information services (including printed  Next legislative
directory and directory enquiry service) free of charge to the customers. session

No such licensing requirement is imposed on mobile carrier licensees.

The OFTA has recently commissioned an independent consultant to

conduct a market survey to find out the public's perception and

expectation on the directory information services. Based on the results

of the market survey, the OFTA is preparing to conduct a public

consultation to solicit the views and comments from the general public

and the industry on the proposed way forward.

2. Regulation of radio broadcasting

Following the incident on unlicensed broadcast by Citizens' Radio To be confirmed
leading to the prosecution of a number of persons for breaching the

provisions in the Telecommunications Ordinance (TO) (Cap. 106), some

Panel members expressed concern that the Administration seemed to

have enforced the concerned provisions selectively. As such, the Panel

requested the Administration to brief members on the prevailing policies

relating to the regulation of radio broadcasting and the use of
radiocommunications apparatus for the purpose of radio broadcasting at

the Panel meeting on 19 February 2008.

At the Panel's request, the Research and Library Services Division
(RLSD) of the LegCo Secretariat conducted a research on the regulation
of radio broadcasting services in Canada, the United States, the United
Kingdom and Australia to facilitate members' future deliberation on the
situation in Hong Kong. RLSD presented its report to the Panel on
10 June 2008. Members were concerned about the Chief Executive in
Council's unchecked powers to approve or reject a licence application,
the absence of an appeal mechanism and the lack of transparency,
accountability and public participation in Hong Kong's sound
broadcasting licensing regime. Members called for an early review of
the TO to enhance the fairness and transparency of the licence
processing procedures. The Panel will continue to follow up the item
in the next legislative session.
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