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 Although the Police's handling of ethnic minorities has not been discussed by 
the Panel on Security, a written question on "Handling by Police of cases involving 
ethnic minorities" was raised by Hon Emily LAU at the Council meeting on 12 March 
2008.  The question and the Administration's reply are in Appendix I. 
 
2. During the scrutiny of the Estimates of Expenditure for 2008-2009, Hon Emily 
LAU enquired about the measures adopted by the Administration to assist frontline 
Police officers to understand the circumstances, culture and characteristics of various 
races in Hong Kong.  In its reply to the Finance Committee, the Administration 
advised that in 2007-2008, the Police Force had implemented the following measures 
to assist frontline Police officers to understand the circumstances, culture and 
characteristics of ethnic minorities - 
 

(a) setting up a "Working Group to Address the Concerns of Ethnic 
Minorities" to coordinate and bring together the measures implemented 
by all districts for enhancing the communication and liaison with ethnic 
minorities, and review the progress and effectiveness of the work, and 
continue to formulate feasible measures to further assist ethnic 
minorities where necessary; 

 
(b) organizing language training courses, e.g. Nepali and Urdu, for Police 

officers to understand the languages of ethnic minorities; 
 

(c) organizing talks and providing training for Recruit Police Constables 
and serving Police officers to enhance their understanding of the 
circumstances, culture and characteristics of various races; 

 
(d) publishing booklets on understanding various races for reference of 

frontline officers; and 
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(e) publishing the relevant information of various races and details of the 
above-mentioned activities in the Police Force's internal publication 
"OffBeat" to enhance officers' understanding of various races. 

 
3. Following an open fire incident in Hung Hom on 17 March 2009 which caused 
the death of a Nepalese, there has been some media coverage on the subject between 
late March and early April 2009.  The relevant press reports and press releases issued 
by the Police are attached at Appendices II and III respectively for members' 
reference. 
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