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For information

Legislative Council Panel on Transport

Regulation of Cargo Compartments Placed at Roadside

Purpose

This paper briefs Members on the initiatives taken by the Transport
Department (TD) in handling cargo compartments placed at roadside.

Background

2. Cargo compartments (commonly known as "skips" in the trades)
placed at roadside are generally used for temporary storage of construction
waste generated from fitting-out or modification works carried out in nearby
buildings. The waste so collected is subsequently transported to landfills for
disposal. The fitting-out and construction trades have a practical need for
cargo compartments. To the public, the use of cargo compartments prevents
casual dumping of construction waste, thereby alleviating environmental
hygiene and traffic nuisance. As cargo compartments are normally left on
streets or at roadside for no more than two to three days, the inconvenience
caused to traffic and pedestrians is temporary.

Guidelines for Mounting and Placing of Skips

3. To alleviate traffic nuisance caused by cargo compartments placed
at roadside, TD has prepared a set of guidelines on the use of skips. The
guidelines, distributed to skip users and the public in early 2008 through trade
organisations and related government departments, set out safety standards for
mounting and placing of skips to ensure safety of road users. For example, the
guidelines set out various suggestions on mounting of and locations to place a
skip, including attaching yellow flashing lights to each upper corner of the skip
or guarding the skip with traffic cones topped with yellow flashing lights at
night time for safety purpose. The guidelines are shown in the Annex. TD
has maintained close contact with trade organisations to encourage voluntary
compliance among skip users.



4. If there is a cargo compartment causing serious obstruction or
immediate danger to members of the public or traffic, the Police will take
appropriate actions, including removing the cargo compartment immediately by
a contractor in accordance with the Summary Offences Ordinance. Otherwise,
the LandsD will display a notice under the Land (Miscellaneous Provisions)
Ordinance, requiring the owner to remove the cargo compartment within a
specified period. The LandsD may arrange for its removal by a contractor
following expiry of the deadline, and may consider prosecuting the owner and
claiming for the expenses incurred.

5. Members are invited to note the paper.
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