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Member will ask the question in this language
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Development of the convention and exhibition industry

Hon Ronny TONG Ka-wah (Ora Reply)

At the meeting of the Panel on Commerce and Industry of
this Council held on 20 April this year, some members of
the convention and exhibition (“C&E”) industry pointed out
that monopoly might exist in the industry at present. In
this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

(@

(b)

(©)

whether the authorities will consider inviting an
independent academic institution to conduct a study,
so as to examine if monopoly exists in the C&E
market at present; if they will, of the details; if not,
the reasons for that; whether the authorities will
review the policy on the C&E industry according to
the existing fair competition policy, including the
policy of promoting market competition by the
Hong Kong Trade Development Council (“TDC");
if they will, of the details; if not, the reasons for
that;

whether the authorities will consider formulating
new policies and measures to enable more market
players to participate in the C&E industry; if they
will, of the details; if not, the reasons for that; and

given that it has been reported tha a
“non-competition” clause, which is in contravention
of the fair competition policy, is included in the
existing operation agreement signed between TDC
and the company responsible for the management of
the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre,
whether the Government will request TDC and the
company to revise or remove the “non-competition”
clause contained in the agreement; if they will, of
the details; if not, the reasons for that; how the
Government will explain to the public the situation
of the C& E industry being monopolized?



