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Introduction
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Hosting of the 2009 East Asian Games (EAG) was a
unique experience for Hong Kong.
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It mspnfed our afhletes to perform their best,
encouraged wide participation in sport by the
community and improved our sports facilities.
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In recent years, the Government has Increased its
commitment to implementing policy objectives on sport,
e.g. since 2005, $3.5 hillion worth of works on sport
venues and the proposed Kai Tak Multi-purpose
Stadium in 2006.
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The 2023 Asian Games is open for bidding. We

consider this gives us an opportunity to expedite the
Implementation of our long-term objectives for sport.
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Likely Benefits of
hosting the Asian Games
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Sports development
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Improved performances by athletes : At the EAG in
2009, Hong Kong team won 110 medals — well above
previous record of 13 medals. Hosting the Games
would encourage athletes to raise their levels of
performance.
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Improvements to sports facilities
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Building and upgrading of venues for the Asian
Games would provide a legacy for the public to
enjoy and improve training facilities for athletes.
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Publlc partlc:lpatlon In sport
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The sporting atmosphere that would be
generated during and after the Asian Games
would encourage greater sports participation.
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Social Cohesion

E

:
e

l;

iy IF%‘F?F jéi‘g,pgrhm' fﬁj&f | VR
rITEW j ¥ lpﬂ‘ ki ['ﬂ S
whgh JFE'@F{THAEKJ‘{%;%%—}J o

Chstr

il

Our successful hosting of the EAG generated a
high level of civic pride. Hosting the Asian
Games would raise community morale, boost
civic pride and enhance social cohesmn
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Economlc activity
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Bring direct and indirect economic benefits
to HK : Attract business, promote in-bound
tourism, and create jobs.
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Potential costs of hosting the Asian Games
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Direct total costs : HK$13.7 — 14.5 billion (made

up of $3.2 — 4 billion operating cost and $10.5
billion direct capital cost)
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Part of the operating cost could be offset by the
sale of tickets, merchandising and sponsorships
(estimated income at HK$0.7-0.86 billion).
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AG Venues : 3- pronged strategy
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Make optimal use of existing Government
and non-Government sport facilities
Install temporary seating and other ancillary

facilities.
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Expand and upgrade three indoor sports centres already
earmarked for long-term development.
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Speed up planning of a number of proposed long-term
redevelopment projects.
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Consider co-hosting one or two sports events with our
neighbouring cities, say in the Mainland or Macau. Stage
a limited number of events in non-sports or exhibition
venues with temporary modifications.

11



H PR SEHE

Other long-term planned projects
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Bringing forward sports projects identified for long-
term development, e.g. Kai Tak Multi-purpose
Stadium Complex (MPSC) and other facilities, with
estimated total cost at about $30.17 billion.
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We will consider planning and building these
facilities regardless of whether we host the Asian
Games because they will benefit long-term
development of sport in Hong Kong.
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Other costs
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Provision of athletes’ village with about 3,000 flat
units;
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Additional personnel and costs of managing and
maintaining upgraded sports facilities after the
Games (around $15.6 million per annum);
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Programme of Sports
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28 Olympic sports
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/ proposed non-Olympic sports : On the
basis of the relative strengths of HK’s athletes,
we propose that these sports should be
Bowling, Cricket, Cue Sport, Dance Sport,
Karatedo, Squash and Wushu.
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Intangible Beneflts of hosting the
Asian Games
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Reinforcing HK as a global financial
centre and a world city, unique in Asia.
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Attraction for more international events —
bolster HK’s image as a major destination for
sports events.
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Enhancing quality of life and promoting
healthy community.
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Raising athletes’ levels of performance
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Promoting sports development
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Enhancing social cohesion
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Our assessment
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Hosting the 2023 Asian Games will bring

numerous tangible and intangible benefits for us
and our next generations.
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We are aware of the potential social and financial
costs involved.
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Community support is therefore essential !
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omission of bid to OCA
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Formal bid for hosting the 2023 Asian Games
should be submitted to the Olympic Council of

Asia (OCA) by 30 January 2011.
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