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¥ The Johannesburg Principles on National Security, Freedom of Expression and Access to Information, Freedom of
Expression and Access to Information, U.N. Doc. E/CN.4/1996/39 (1996).

Principle 19: Access to Restricted Areas:

“Any restriction on the free flow of information may not be of such a nature as to thwart the purposes of human rights
and humanitarian law. In particular, governments may not prevent journalists or representatives of intergovernmental or
non-governmental organizations with a mandate to monitor adherence to human rights or humanitarian standards from
entering areas where there are reasonable grounds to believe that violations of human rights or humanitarian law are
being, or have been, committed. Governments may not exclude journalists or representatives of such organizations from
areas that are experiencing violence or armed conflict except where their presence pose a clear risk to the safety of
others.”
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