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Senate expresses its sympathies to victims
of Luneta Park hostage-taking incident

The Senate on Tuesday adopted a resolution expressing the chamber's sincerest and most heartfelt sympathies to the families, friends,
and relatives of the victims of the unfortunate hostage-taking incident at the Luneta Park last Monday.

The resolution, introduced by Senator Ferdinand "Bongbong" Marcos, Jr.,, adopted by the chamber, urged the Senate to conduct a
thorough investigation of the incident. It also called for the close manitoring of all other investigations "to ensure that justice will
immediately be served to the victims."

"The Senate will also ensure that there will be no whitewash or cover-ups and that those who shall be found erring will be dealt with by
the full force of the law," the resolution said.

Copies of the resolution are expected to be given to the families of the victims and to the government of the People's Republic of China,
through their embassy in Manlla, and to Donald Tsang, chief executive of the Special Administrative Region of Hong Kong,

Senator Gringo Honasan, chair of the committee on Public Information and Mass Media, and the committee on Public Order and lllegai
Drugs, earlier said that he, together with Senator Francis "Chiz" Esquderc who heads the committee on Justice and Human rights, will be
holding a hearing to tackle the hostage-taking incident, among others, tomorrow, Thursday.

"The hearing will alsa cover the torture of an alleged suspect by a member of the Tondo police force, and the spate of killings by hired
guns,” Honasan said.

Meanwhile, Senator Ramon "Bong" Revilla is expected to file a resolution later today, directing the appropriate Senate committees to
conduct an Inquiry in aid of legislation, on the eleven-hour long Luneta Park hostage-taking incident.

Senator Manny Villar, for his part, is expected to file a resolution urging the Senate committees on Economic Affairs, Trade and Commerce,
and Public Order and Illegal Drugs, to conduct an inguiry, in aid of legislation, on the effects of the televised hostage taking incident to the
country's business environment, the investment climate and the economy in general.

http://www.senate.gov.ph/press_release/2010/0825_pribl.asp 2010/8/26
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Congress sets probe on handling of hostage incident
By Christina Mendez and Paolo Romero (The Philippine Star) Updated August 25, 2010 12:00 AM Comments {65) -

MANILA, Philippines - Congress will investigate the handling of the 10-hour hostage crisis in Manila’ s Rizal Park last Monday
that ended In the killing of eight Chinese hostages and their captor.

Sen. Gregorio Honasan, who chairs the Senate committee on public information and mass media, said he wanted to determine
from the police and local authorities the procedure they followed in handling the hostage crisis.

The investigation will start at 10 a.m. tomorrow, he added.
He also wants to review the grievance system of the police to avold restlessness in the police force, Honasan said.

" Senate Majority Leader Vicente Sotto III said it was baffling that disgruntled policemen would resort to violence when cases are
decided against them.

Sen. Loren Legarda said the government should determine if live media coverage of sensitive incidents such as Monday’ s
hostage crisis should be regulated.?Senators took the floor one after the other to condemn the faited police operation in
privilege speeches.

House Speaker Feliciano Belmonte Jr. backed calls for a congressional investigation into the bungled hostage crisis.
Belmonte told reporters several House members have already filed resolutions calling for an investigation,
“Precisely we have to look at the tactics employed, the handling of the factors and so forth,” he said.

“We have to have at least an understanding (of what happened) or remedy through legislation, if that is necessary, and
through calling to account people who were in charge.”

The investigation could start next week, Belmonte said.?Ang Galing Pinoy Rep. Juah Miguel Arroyo sald the failed rescue of
hostages should serve as wake-up call for the administration that governance means more than preventing government
officials and politiclans from using sirens and putting their names and photographs on billboards for public works projects.

“The failure of this administration to send a high-ranking official from the executive to negotiate with the hostage-taker and
coordinate with Chinese officials had resulted to the situation getting blown out of proportion,” he said.

Castelo: Probe hostage crisis

Rep. Winston Castelo filed yesterday a resolution at the House of Representatives directing all concerned committees to
investigate Monday’ s hostage crisis.

“I think that the manner the crisis has been handled reflects utter lack of skill of supposed-to-be trained police authorities to
contain or neutralize life-threatening incidents that put the lives of hostages on the line and at grave danger, not just from the
hands of the hostage taker but even more from the hands of the assault team of SWAT,” he sald.?Castelo raised his
frustrations on how the unfortunate incident cost the lives of Chinese tourists because the standoff lasted for an unreasonable

length of time without skilled and careful planning on how to undertake the assauit and not put the lives of the hostages In
danger.

“This serves as a case where we should now draw lessons so that in future similar cases, the resulting deaths of hostages will
never be repeated,” he said.

“This is the final time that we should now seriously study all angles of the incident starting from the reasons why Senior



Inspector Mendoza has to resort to what he did, to the explanation of the police authorities why they have failed to negotiate
and much less handle the crisis properly and systematicalty.”

Castelo said past hostage-taking incidents have almost always ended up in hostages being killed or injured even before the
hostage taker himself,

“Let us put an end to all these grim scenarios, especially so when it puts our image in a purely negative light for government
failure to protect the lives of our citizens as well as other foreign nationals who happen to be our guests,” he said.

JV: Dismiss police chiefs for bungling hostage crisis

Rep. JV Ejercito called yesterday for the dismissal of the police commanders of Manila, National Capital Region and the Special
Weapon and Tactics in Manila for mishandling the hostage crisis in Manila.

The San Juan lawmaker said the bloodbath could have been avoided had National Capital Region police commander Director
Leocadio Santiago, Manila police director Chief Superintendent Rodolfo Magtibay and Manila police SWAT commander Chief
Inspector Santlago Pascual effectively negotiated with the hostage-taker.

“1 am truly saddened by the demise of the Hong Kong tourists,” he said.

“The bloodbath should have been avoided if the negotiation done by the Manila Police District with the hostage taker went
smoothly,” he said.

Ejercito said these who ordered and caused the arrest of the brother of the hostage taker shouid be held liable because it
triggered the bloodbath.

“Seeing how former senior inspector Rolando Mendoza was already desperate, it is questionable that the police have to seize
and abuse his siblings and relatives, which apparently initiated the violence,” he said.

“Whoever ordered that arrest of Mendoza® s family members, especially the brother, Is liable for triggering the outrage of the
man.

“The chiefs of NCRPO, MPD and SWAT Manila should be fired at the maximum. The manner on how they handied the crisis
situation exposed the whole ineptness of the police force in resclving the hostage crisis.

“It is unfortunate that the whole world saw the entire mismanagement of the situation such as the treatment on the relatives
of Mendoza as if they were dealing with an Abu Sayyaf bandit, poor intelligence and situation analysis, handling of crowd and
media control, comic use of the hammer considering the huge budget of the Philippine National Police and the horrible way of
securing the crime scene after the assault.”

Ejercito said President Aquino should apply the same principle against the chiefs of NCRPO, Manila police and SWAT-Manila
when he fired Pagasa director Prisco Nilo.

“If Director Prisco Nilo of Pagasa was fired due to problematic weather forecasting and ill-equipped facilities, the same
principle should also be applied to the PNP officers who took charge of the situation for their poor judgment,” he said.

Golez: Where are the SWAT gadgets shown in parades?

Bacolod City Rep. Anthony Golez wants to know why the SWAT gadgets and tactics shown to media and the public during
parades were not used in Monday’ s hostage crisis at Rizal Park in Manila.? “Now we ask, where are those firepawer, the
tactics, skills and leadership during the crisis?” he asked.

“What is embarrassing is that the SWAT, which means special weapons and tactics, only had a simple hammer as their special
equipment which they shared in all four corners of the bus.

“If this is Manila’ s Finest, what then is our worst?” ?Golez, who was executive director of the Office of Civil Defense, said
whatever dignity left for the Philippines after a Manila police official was caught on video torturing a suspect was “wiped out in
one day.” ?Golez said had policemen at the scene acted faster, the wounded hostages could have been saved.?The rumored
Infighting among top police officials led to the bungling of the hostage crisis, he added.?Bagong Henerasyon Rep. Bernadette



Herrera-Dy said the lead investigation into the bungled hostage crisis should be undertaken by the National Bureau of
Investigation to avoid suspiclon of a whitewash.

“This is the least that government couid offer to those who, like us, are seeking justice for the victims,” she said.? —With
Jose Rodel Clapano
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Binay to head delegation to Beijing, Hong Kong

By Norman Bordadora
Phitippine Daily Inquirer

Posted date: August 25, 2010

MANILA, Philippines—-President Aquino said Wednesday the high-leve! delegation that will explain to Chinese authorities what
transpired during the hostage drama at the Quirino Grandstand last Monday would be composed of Vice President Jejomar Binay,
Foreign Affairs Secretary Alberto Romule and Presidential spokesperson Edwin Lacierda.

He said they will bring to Hong Kong the results of the government’s investigation of the hostage incident.

“The vice president and the secretary of foreign affairs and the presidential spckesman will be part of this delegation. They're
conducting the necessary arrangements with the embassy to travel to Beijing and to Hong Kong,” Mr. Aquino said.

“In Beijing. they will personally deliver our messages 1o President Hu Jintao and also the foreign minister and they will then proceed

to Hong Kong to talk to the chief of the SAR (Special Administrative Region) Mr. Donald Tsang again to deliver our letters,” he added.

Information from the Office of the Vice President showed that the delegation is tentatively scheduled to leave for Beijing Thursday
morning.

The group is slated to go to Hong Kong on Friday to meet Tsang. The delegation is also expected to meet the victims’ families on
Friday and Saturday.

The group is scheduled to meet with Filipinos in Hong Kong on Sunday.

* Back to top
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MANILA, Philippines (Xinhua) - The Office of Vice President Jejomar Binay said today that a high-level Philippine delegation will
leave for Beljing temorrow morning and wil meet with Chinese officials the same day.

The delegation will go to Hong Kong on Friday to meet with Hong Kong Chief Executive Donald Tsang.

In Hong Kong, the delegation will visit the families of the victims and will meet with Filipinos before returning to Manila on
Sunday.

Philippine President Benigno Aquino III has earlier announced that Vice President Jejomar Binay, Foreign Affairs Secretary
Alberto Remulo and Presidential Spokesman Edwin Lacierda will comprise the high-level delegation which will personally deliver
the Philippine government's messages when meeting with Chinese leaders in Beijing and Hong Kong.

The hostage crisis in Manila, involving a 21-member Hong Kong tour group, ended on Monday night with eight hostages killed
and several others injured, one of whom still in critical condition.
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Police unveil autopsy report

THE autopsy report from the Philippine National Police disclosed that all hostage victims
succumbed from gunshot wounds but did not categorically disclosed what kind of firearms killed
them.

PNP spokesman Agrimero Cruz Jr. also said that of the eight fatalities, five were Hong Kong
nationals while the rest were Canadian citizens.

Post your reaction to the Manila hostage crisis 1

The fatalities include four males (three Hong Kong nationals, one Canadian) and four females
(two Canadian, two Hong Kong nationals).

“The autopsy was conducted on all fatalities but three of them begged for some personal
considerations," said Cruz.

"The families of the three fatalities, for some personal or religious reasons, refused the bodies of
their to be opened for autopsy but they were examined post mortem, meaning, physical exam
lang hindi na po nabukasan yung mga katawan,” he added.

The three bodies which were not subjected to autopsy are Hong Kong nationals.

The report furnished to media said three victims sustained gunshot wounds in the head, while the
others were shot on the neck and other parts of the body.

“The cause of death is gunshot wounds, all from high powered forearms. Hindi pa natin ma-
determine kung anong caliber kasi kinukuha pa ang mga metal fragments,” said Cruz.

The Canadian embassy, however, said in a statement that it has yet to confirm whether three of
its citizens have actually figured in the hostage-taking incident on a bus.

“The Canadian embassy in Manila is working closely with local authorities to confirm whether
Canadian citizens were held hostage during the incident,” said Lawrence Cannon, Canada’s
Minister of Foreign Affairs.

“The mission stands ready to provide consular assistance if requested. Due to privacy
considerations, we can provide no further information at this time,” he added.

The bodies of the victims were transported back to Hong Kong via a Cathay Pacific chartered
flight past 6:00 p.m. Wednesday.

The send-off was attended by Presidential spokesperson Edwin Lacierda, Interior and Local
Government chief Jesse Robredo, Social Welfare and Development Dinky Soliman and Executive
Secretary Paquito Ochoa.

No suicide

Cruz also said that Mendoza fell on sniper's bullets, sustaining eight gunshot wounds: one in the
head, two in the neck, one in the trunk and four in other parts of the body.



“From all indication, sniper ang nakatama kay Mendoza. There is no indication that he shot
himself. Our initial tests showed he died from gunshot wounds caused by a high-powered M-16
rifle,” he said.

Police investigators also found 65 pieces of 5.56- millimeter fired cartridge case, two pieces of
caliber 45 fired cartridge case, one piece of nine-millimeter fired cartridge case and one piece of
5.56-millimeter live ammunition.

“The 59 shells are from Mendoza's M-16 rifle,” said Cruz. (Virgil Lopez/Sunnex)

Manila Local News

Source URL.: http://www sunstar.com.ph/manila/police-unveil-autopsy-report

Links:
{1] http://specials.sunstar.com.ph/mboard/testi.php
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Top-level body formed to probe police agencies in wake
of hostage tragedy

By Marlon Ramos
Philippine Daily Inquirer

Posted date: August 25 2010

MANILA, Philippines—A top-level government panel wilt look into the “institutional problems” of the police and cther state agencies
which could have led to the tragic conclusion to Monday’s hostage-taking incident, the Department of Justice said Wednesday.

According to Justice Undersecretary Jose Vicente Salazar, Justice Secretary Leila de Lima and Interior Secretary Jesse Robredo
were set to ink a memorandum of agreement last night to formalize the creation of the “incident review committee.”

Speaking with reporters at the DOJ office in Manila, Salazar said the five-member committee will come up with recommendations on
how the government, especially the police, should react to life-threatening situations such as hostage-taking.

“We are not finger pointing. What we intend to do here is to avoid a similar incident from happening in the future,” Salazar saidin a
news briefing.

He said the recommendations of the committee may be used as basis for filing criminal and administrative cases against several
officials.

“It will be an exercise in futility if after all these we cannot pinpoint accountabiity and culpability. But all recommendations emanaling
from this committee should be investigated by the proper government agencies,” he said

The justice official said Robredo will head the committee, with De Lima as vice chair and Philippine National Police Director General
Jesus Verzesa, National Bureau of investigation Director Magtanggo! Gatdula and PNP-Internal Affairs Service chief Director Ifor
Magbanua as members.

Salazar said the committee’s recommendations will be the blueprint in crafting guidelines which the PNP and other concerned state
agencies will follow in dealing with hostage-taking incidents.

The output of the inquiry may also be used as guideline for the media in their reportage of similar news events, he said.

“We intend to have guidelines which should be provided for both the media and the police... so we can handle (hostage crisis) and
avoid the results which we saw two nights ago,” Salazar said, adding:

“The partnership of the media and the government is crucial in any incidents like this ocne.”
The interagency committee will have "dual roles,” according to Salazar.

First, he said it will look inte logistical, operational and administrative lapses that the PNP committed which provoked dismissed
SPO2 Rolando Mendoza to kill his hostages.

Salazar said the group will alsc make an appraisal of the institutional problems of the police and other government agencies tasked
to resolve the hostage-faking incident.

The recommendations for the first segment of the inquiry will be submitted to President Aquino for his perusal after 60 days while the
latter wili be finished within ancther 60 days, he said.

“I think the output will also be presented to the Cabinet,” Salazar added.

Salazar said a technical working group compased of DOJ prasecutors, forensics experts and other technical personnel will advise the
committee in its probe.

He said representatives from media, the civil society, Department of Foreign Affairs, Commission on Human Rights, National Police
Commission and other groups will also be invited as resource persons.

“But the main discussions will be limited to the five members of the committee,” he siressed.

A Back to top



Tsang’s phone calls stopped with Aquino’s aides

It was the case of the telephone calis
that didn’t get through.

An anxious Chief Executive Donald
Tsang Yam-kuen was never put through
to Phifippine President Benigno Aquino
oh Monday. Despite at least two phone
calls, Aquino's aides did not tell their
head of state that Hong Kong's leader
needed to speak to him.

This is how it all started:

It is 4pm - the hostage crisis has
lasted for more than five hours. Tsang,
watching the drama unfold on
television, is desperate to contact the
new Philippines leader.

Some time after 4pm, Tsang's staff
diat the main line to Mafacanang
Palace. They try again dbout four hours
later. Both times they speak to an
Aquino aide, but the president does not
get the messages. Later that night, with

eight Hongkongers dead, Tsang is dqs&

to tears at a press conferentce. He
demands an explanation. “I hope the

Philippine government can giveme a
full account of what happened.”

An account of that breakdownin
communication between Hong Kong
and Manila emerged yesterday, with
Malacanang admitting it had passed on
the responsibility of handling the phone
calls to the Department of Foreign
Affairs, according to protocol. Hong
Kong, after all, does not handle foreign
affairs, Beijing does. The department’s
envoys did not follow up that night.

Tsang eventually got to speak to
Aquino the following day, after the
latter had met the Chinese ambassador.

Ricky Carandang, who heads the
Presidential Communications Group,
said Aquino was not aware of the first
call because he was in a meeting and
because the call came in through the
palace’s main phone line with no prior
notice. Carandang said the caller was
an aide of Tsang, and an aide of Aquino
answered the phone. He said Aquino's

aide knew who Tsang was, but was
unsure it was really from his office.
The palace contacted the Foreign
Affairs Department to set up a phone
call through Foreign Secretary Alberto
Romulo, in what would be diplomatic
protocol. Presidential spokesman Ed
Lacierda said he phoned Romulo's
spokesman Ed Malaya to convey the
request to arrange a conversation
between Tsang and Aquino. No word

Malacanang Palace
said it had passed on
the responsibility of
handling the calls to
the Department of
Foreign Affairs

......................................................

came back, so Lacierda tried to phone
Malaya again three times but could not
reach him. The department declined to
tell the Post why no one returned
Tsang's calls that night.

After his telephone conversation
with the president on Tuesday, Tsang
said in a video posted on the internet:
“The first thing he told me was that he
was sorry for not having called me back
[on Monday] because he was then busy
commanding the operation.”

But citing unnamed sources, Filipino
jourmnalist Ellen Tordesitlas had a
different take on the debacle, She said
Aquino had “told his staff [that day]
that he won't be taking any calls unless
it's extremely important. When Tsang
called, the one who took the call didn't
know who Donald Tsang was. Following
the instruction, the staff member did
not pass on the call to Aguino.”
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