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Transport Department
Our Ref : IM CT/CC 1/31
Your Ref
Tel 2294 2605
Fax : 2294 2608

By Fax: 2121 0420

Ms Joanne Mak
Clerk to Panel

LegCo Panel on Transport
Legislative Council Secretariat
3/F Citibank Tower
Hong Kong
17 May 2010

Dear Madam,

The Panel on Transport discussed the Administration’s paper on
“Enhancement of Professional Drivers’ Safety and Health Awareness” on 15
December 2009. The Administration has been requested to report in writing
on the progress in following up on the proposal to explore with the Hospital
Authority or other social welfare organizations the possibility of providing
health checks for professional drivers free of charge or at concessionary rates.
We have consulted relevant authorities and organizations on the above, and set

out below the progress for Members® reference.

We consulted the Hospital Authority, Department of Health and
Labour Department on the matter. All of them advised that they did not
provide health checks for professional drivers. Nevertheless, professional
drivers who suspect that they may be suffering from any general diseases or
work-related diseases may seek medical consultations from the general
out-patient clinics of the Hospital Authority, or the occupational health clinics

of the Labour Department.
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We also consulted the Financial Services and the Treasury Bureau
regarding the feasibility of offering tax concession to encourage professional
drivers to undergo health checks, as suggested by some Members of the Panel.
We are advised that under the Inland Revenue Ordinance, a person’s expenses
to receive health checks are outgoings of private or domestic nature.
Allowing deduction for health check expenses as a tax concession would
violate the established taxation principle that only expenses incurred in the
production of chargeable income or profits are deductible. The proposal
which favours a particular profession is also not in line with the principles of

fairness and neutrality of the tax regime.

We should be grateful if Members could note the above progress.

Yours faithfully,

(Miss Rache] KWAN)
for Commissioner for Transport
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