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People first, as Local Needs prevail

Academics’ Appeal
for Government to consider the
New Express Rail Link Option

The substantial increase in construction costs of the Guangzhou-Shenzhen-Hong Kong
Express Rail Link has drawn widespread public concern. Even though some would say
that the cost “has merely gone up” from HK$39.5 billion to HK$50 billion, per kilometer
speaking it is already three times that of the Eurostar through the Channel Tunnel, the
current holder of world’s most expensive express rail link. While we agree to building the
Express Rail Link to meet the needs of integration between Hong Kong and the Mainland
due consideration must be given to the cost-effectiveness of the project. The solution
should not cause unnecessary disturbance to the general public, and must maintain
fairness and be beneficial for all.
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The Government’s suggestion to locate the Express Rail Link terminus in West Kowloon
is the main cause for the surge in construction cost. This also arouses wide-ranging
concerns from different sectors of the society, on the difficulty in interchange, congestion
of road traffic, limited number of beneficiaries, wastage of land resources, high fares, and
adverse impact on the West Kowloon Cultural District project, etc. Moreover, most
people on the streets would be worried that the “West Kowloon Terminus” Option may
trigger further escalation of property prices in the urban areas, while depriving job
opportunities in as well as the overall development of the New Territories.

Recently, an alternative plan for the Link, known as “Integrated Option”, was proposed
by an “Express Rail Link Expert Group™ made up of experts in railways, transportation
and planning who have been advising Government on these specialist areas for the past
two decades. Under the new Option, it is estimated that tens of billion of dollars can be
saved from the public purse, while making it more convenient to travel for millions of
local residents and tourists alike. More importantly, adopting the Integrated Option will
not require Government to remove and pull down the Choi Yuen Village or any other
rural villages of the size. Indeed, it will substantially reduce the negative impacts on both
the local residents and the society at large.

The Expert Rail Link is a project with very significant implications for Hong Kong. We
think the Government should give the new Option due consideration before making a
final decision. Since all the technical data are in the closed domain of the Government,
the best way to proceed is to set up a “Joint Steering Group” comprising of experts from
the Government and the Expert Group. It will then commission an independent
consultancy study for a proper assessment of the proposal. Members of the public will be
fully informed of the study results and be allowed to understand the pros and cons of the




two proposals. In our view, it is definitely worth spending two to three months’ time for
this assessment, in exchange for the opportunity to avoid the removal and clearance of
the local villages. or any other disturbances to the community. The huge amount in public
money thus saved could then be used to address the poverty, livelihood and
environmental issues of Hong Kong.

We do believe that there is a strong expectation in the community for Government
officials to base their judgement on objective and evidence-based research. This incident
is by no means a single case of engineering decision. It is a test of the quality of
governance: on how and whether the Administration has used public funds wisely, made
decisions without partiality, and put public interests as its foremost agenda.

In conclusion, we urge the Government to consider seriously the Integrated Option
initiated by the Expert Group!




