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(Minor Works) Regulation (Cap. 123 Sub. Leg. N), the signboard could be
covered by the signboard control system, as long as a registered building
professional/contractor could prove that the signboard has met the technical
standard of the respective minor works item. A list of signboard-related minor
works items is at Annex A. The detailed technical requirements and a sample
standard plan as published in the Technical Guidelines on Minor Works Control
System are at Annex B.

Estimated Number of Unauthorised Signboards

Based on data obtained by the Buildings Department (BD) in a sample
survey, we estimate that there are 190 000 signboards in the territory, most of
which are unauthorised (i.e. without BD’s approval and consent). Based on the
sample data, it is estimated that about 15% of these signboards (i.e. about 28 000)
would encounter significant difficulty when they are required to be strengthened
to meet the required standard. These signboards would have to be demolished
eventually. For the remaining unauthorised signboards, it is estimated that
about half of them (i.e. about 80 000) are up to the standard required and do not
require strengthening works for joining the signboard control system. As
regards the remaining half (i.e. about 80 000), they will require minor
repair/strengthening works before they can join the system.  Minor
repair/strengthening works include addition of guy wires as well as supporting
channels or anchors, all of which could be carried out by registered minor works
contractors for the relevant minor works items. The BD will conduct a
stock-taking exercise of all unauthorised building works (UBWs) on the exterior
of buildings in Hong Kong. We will have a better picture on the actual number
of unauthorised signboards and their status upon the completion the exercise.

Implications on Deeds of Mutual Covenant

Members also asked whether implementation of the proposed signboard
control system would have any impact on the rights of owners’ corporations
(OCs) and building owners under a building's deeds of mutual covenant (DMCs)
regarding action to demand the operator of an unauthorised signboard to
demolish the same. It should be noted that although an unauthorised signboard
which has already been constructed at the relevant date may join the proposed
signboard control system by way of submission to the Building Authority (BA)
of the relevant certificates certifying the safety etc. of the signboard, the
signboard remains an unauthorised signboard under the Buildings Ordinance
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(Cap. 123) (BO) since it was erected without obtaining the BA's approval and
consent required under section 14(1) of the BO. The fact that BA would not
take enforcement action under section 24 or section 24C of the BO for the
relevant five-year period does not mean that the signboard is authorised.
Whether the fact that the unauthorised signboard has joined the proposed
signboard control system will affect enforcement of the DMC by the owners or
OC will depend on the terms and conditions of the DMC and the circumstances
of the case. The DMC is a private contract between the co-owners of a
building. If there is a provision in the DMC to the effect that no owner may
convert any of the common areas to his own use and benefit unless the consent
of the owners/OC is obtained, the erection of a signboard on the common part of
a building without the consent of the owners/OC would be a breach of the DMC.
Whether or not the signboard has joined the proposed signboard control system
is a separate matter, and should not affect enforcement of the DMC.

Under the minor works control system, the plans and details of
signboards completed in accordance with the simplified requirements under the
system will be made available for public inspection through the BD’s Building
Information Centre or Building Records Access and Viewing On-line (BRAVO)
System. Building owners and OCs may enquire about such information on
building works completed in common areas. As a measure to facilitate the
BD's enforcement against abandoned signboards, following a similar practice
adopted in the minor works control system, we will include a note in the
specified form for the signboard control system to remind the owner of the
signboard to seek prior agreement from the concerned OC/other owners in case
the unauthorised signboard is erected on the common parts of the building. We
will also ask, in the specified form, for the particulars of the person for whom
the signboard is to be erected for the record.

Yours sincerely,

( Daniel Fong )
for/Secretary for Development
c.C.

Director of Buildings

Departiment of Justice




Annex A

Items of Minor Works relating to Erection of Signboards

Class |

1.20. Erection or alteration of any projecting signboard, provided that—

(a) the signboard does not consist of stone;

(b) the works do not result in any additional load to any
cantilevered slab;

(c) the works do not involve the alteration of any other
structural elements;

(d) the display area of the signboard is more than 10 m? but
not more than 20 m?;

(e) no part of the signboard projects more than 4.2 m from the
external wall to which it is fixed; and

(f) the thickness of the signboard is not more than 600 mm.

1.21. Erection or alteration of any signboard on the roof of a building, provided

that—

(a) the signboard does not consist of stone;

(b) the works do not result in any additional load to any
cantilevered slab;

(c) the works do not involve the alteration of any other
structural elements;

(d) the display area of the signboard is not more than 20 m?;
(e) no part of the signboard projects beyond the external wall
of the building;

(f) the thickness of the signboard is not more than 600 mm;
and

(g) the distance between any part of the signboard and the
level of the roof is not more than 6 m.

1.22. Erection or alteration of any wall signboard, provided that—

(a) the works do not result in any additional load to any
cantilevered slab;

(b) the works do not involve the alteration of any other
structural elements;

(c) if the signboard comprises a display system consisting of
light emitting diodes, the display area of the signboard is



more than 5 m? but not more than 20 m;

(d) if the signboard does not comprise any display system
consisting of light emitting diodes, the display area of the
signboard is more than 10 m? but not more than 40 m?; and
(e) if the distance between any part of the signboard and the
ground is more than 6 m, the signboard does not consist of
stone.

1.23. Erection or alteration of any outdoor signboard fixed on-grade (other than
the construction of a spread footing), provided that—
(a) the display area of the signboard is not more than 20 m?;
(b) the thickness of the signboard is not more than 600 mm;
(c) the distance between any part of the signboard and the
ground is not more than 6 m; and
(d) the works do not fall within the description of item 2.21.

Class I

2.18. Erection or alteration of any projecting signboard, provided that—
(a) the signboard does not consist of stone;
(b) the works do not result in any additional load to any
cantilevered slab;
(c) the works do not involve the alteration of any other
structural elements;
(d) the display area of the signboard is not more than 10 m?;
(e) no part of the signboard projects more than 4.2 m from the
external wall to which it is fixed;
(f) the thickness of the signboard is not more than 600 mm;
and
(g) the works do not fall within the description of item 3.16.

2.19. Erection or alteration of any wall signboard, provided that—
(a) the works do not result in any additional load to any
cantilevered slab;
(b) the works do not involve the alteration of any other
structural elements;
(c) if the signboard comprises a display system consisting of



2.20.

2.21.

2.22.

light emitting diodes, the display area of the signboard is not
more than 5 m%;

(d) if the signboard does not comprise any display system
consisting of light emitting diodes, the display area of the
signboard is not more than 10 m;

(e) if the distance between any part of the signboard and the
ground is more than 6 m, the signboard does not consist of
stone; and

(f) the works do not fall within the description of item 10 of
Part 2 of Schedule 2 or item 3.17.

Erection or alteration of any signboard on or hung underneath the soffit of a
balcony or canopy (other than a cantilevered slab), provided that—

(a) the signboard does not consist of stone;

(b) the display area of the signboard is not more than 2 m?
(c) no part of the signboard projects beyond the balcony or
canopy;

(d) the height of the signboard is not more than 600 mm; and
(e) the thickness of the signboard is not more than 100 mm.

Erection or alteration of any outdoor signboard fixed on-grade (other than
the construction of a spread footing), provided that—

(a) the display area of the signboard is not more than 10 m?;
(b) the thickness of the signboard is not more than 600 mm;
and

(c) the distance between any part of the signboard and the
ground is not more than 2 m.

Erection or alteration of any outdoor signboard together with a spread
footing, provided that—

(a) the display area of the signboard is not more than 1 m>;
(b) the thickness of the signboard is not more than 300 mm;
(c) the distance between any part of the signboard and the
ground is not more than 3 m;

(d) the works involve an excavation of a depth of not more
than 500 mm for construction of the footing; and

(e) the works do not involve any excavation within area
number 1 or 3 of the scheduled areas.



2.23.

3.16.

3.17.

Replacement of the display surface of any signboard referred to in item 1.20,
1.21,1.22,1.23,2.18, 2.19, 2.20, 2.21 or 2.22.

Erection, alteration or removal of any projecting signboard (including the
replacement of the display surface of any signboard), provided that—

(a) the signboard does not consist of stone;

(b) the works do not result in any additional load to any
cantilevered slab;

(c) the works do not involve the alteration of any other
structural elements;

(d) the display area of the signboard is not more than 1 m?
(e) no part of the signboard projects more than 1 m from the
external wall to which it is fixed;

(f) the thickness of the signboard is not more than 300 mm;
and

(g) the distance between any part of the signboard and the
ground is not more than 6 m.

Erection, alteration or removal of any wall signboard (including the
replacement of the display surface of any signboard), provided that—

(a) the works do not result in any additional load to any
cantilevered slab;

(b) the works do not involve the alteration of any other
structural elements;

(c) the display area of the signboard is not more than 5 m>;
(d) the distance between any part of the signboard and the
ground is not more than 6 m; and

(e) the works do not fall within the description of item 10 or
11 of Part 2 of Schedule
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carried out shall comply with the Buildings Ordinance ond the provisions of other
:. (Reference can be made to the examples listed in Sections 3 and 10 of the Guidelines.
shall comply with the following CoP/ standards:
g (Construction) Regulations
of Practice on Wind Effects in Hong Kong 2004
of Practice for Structural Use of Steel 2005
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il of existing concrete shall be carried out by using of hand—held tools carefully.

3 reinforcement should not be damoged.

nembers shall be protected with one coat of "UNITHERM 3B091" fire resistonce paint with
of 1.5mm (Hp/A = 175).

s should be maode of non—combustible material.

i such os lock of fit, hole diometer ond dimensions etc shall be ollowed in accordance wil
ion of "Code of Proctice for the Structural Use of Steel 2005"
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= 2.01kN/m* with total pressure coeff. 2.0
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JERAL NOTES :

The works carried out shall comply with the Buildings Ordinance and the provisions of ot
enactment. (Reference can be made to the examples listed in Sections 3 and 10 of

Guidelines.)

Al works shall comply with the following CoP/ standards:

e Building (Construction) Regulations

* Code of Practice on Wind Effects in Hong Kong 2004

» Code of Practice for Structural Use of Steel 2005

All structural steel to be grode 5275 to BS EN 10210 and shall be hot dip golvanized to BS
IS0 14861,

All connections to be 4mm fillet weld all round with weld strength, pw = 220 N/mm® unh
otherwise specified.

All anchor baolts to be Hilti HSA—R—=M12 and shall be installed according to the manufacturer’s
specification.

Existing concrete grode of wall is ossumed to be Grade 20 with a minimum thickness 150mm.
All removal of existing concrete shall be corried out by using of hand—held tools carefully.

All existing reinforcement should not be damaged.

All steel members shall be protected with one coat of "UNITHERM 3B091" fire resistonce pc
with thickness of 1.5mm (Hp/A& = 175).

Tolerances such as lack of fit, hole diameter and dimensions ete shall be ollowed in accordar
with the provision of "Code of Practice for the Structural Use of Steel 2005".

3IGN LOADS

Dead Load = 0.2kN/m?
Live Load = 1.00kN/m
Wind Load = 2.86kN/m” with totol pressure coeff. of 1.4

ZPARATION WORKS :

Obtain the existing design drawings/ information of the signboard for reference.

Carry out condition survey of the parent structure/ existing condition prior to the commencem
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