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Annex A 
Flowchart for the proposed warrant in section 22 of the Buildings Ordinance 

 

 
 

Need to enter subject premises for the purpose of BO s221 

1st visit to the premises by BD staff2 

No response/vacant 

Access gained? 
Yes 

Is it emergency3? 

No 

Leave a contact slip at the premises requesting reply to BD 

Yes 

1 

2 

4 

3 
Break-in4 

Yes 

Response from owner 
or occupant?

Entry refused 

Yes 

Serve Notice of Intention to apply for warrant  
5 

Yes Response from owner 
or occupant?

Application to Magistrate’s Court for Warrant of Entry6 

Carry out 2nd visit5 

Yes 

8 

6 

7 

No 

Arrange entry with owner 

Access gained?

No 

Is it emergency3? 
No 

Note 1:  
The purposes of entry under BO s22(1) 
include - 

 Ascertain whether any building, 
structure, street or natural, formed or 
man-made land is dangerous or liable to 
become dangerous 

 Inspect or test any groundwater 
drainage works, drainage works or 
drainage system 

 Ascertain whether the provisions of the 
BO or of any notice order or regulation 
hereunder are being complied with 

 Carry out or cause to be carried out any 
work which the BA is authorized to 
carry out under the BO 

Note 2: 

 BD’s consultant may have visited the 
subject premises before the 1st visit 

Note 3: 
 Identify if there are any signs of 

imminent danger or serious health 
hazard, e.g. observable structural 
cracks/ deformation or serious water 
seepage 

Note 4: 
 Break-in the premises in the presence of 

a police officer under BO s22(1) 

Note 5: 
 2nd visit for “entry refused” case 

 
Note 6: 

 Decision to apply for warrant has to be 
endorsed by a senior professional 
officer 

No 



Annex B 
Empowering Provisions in Other Ordinances 

for Entry into Interiors of Individual Premises 
 

 
Chapter: 102  Title: WATERWORKS 

ORDINANCE 

Gazette 
Number: 

 

Section: 12 Heading: Power of entry into 
premises 

Version Date: 30/06/1997 

(1) Subject to subsection (2), the Water Authority, and any person authorized by him 
in writing, may enter at any reasonable time, or in case of urgency at any time, any 
premises to-  

(a) ascertain consumption;  

(b) restrict or suspend a supply under section 9;  

(c) disconnect a fire service or inside service under section 10 
or 19(2);  

(d) ascertain whether there is in respect of a fire service or 
inside service on the premises any contravention of this 
Ordinance;  

(e) install, inspect, test, regulate, alter, repair or remove any 
part of the waterworks or any fire service or inside service 
therein.  

(2) Except in case of urgency, neither the Water Authority nor a person authorized by 
him may enter any premises under subsection (1) unless he-  

(a) first obtains the consent of the occupier of such premises; or 
(b) first obtains a warrant under subsection (3).  

(3) If it is shown to the satisfaction of a magistrate on sworn information in writing 
that-  

(a) admission to any premises has been refused, or refusal is 
apprehended, or the premises are unoccupied, or the occupier is 
temporarily absent, or an application for admission would 
defeat the object of the entry;  

(b) there is reasonable ground for entry into the premises for 
any purpose specified in subsection (1); and  

(c) notice of the intention to apply for the warrant has been 
served on the occupier of the premises, or such notice cannot be 
served because the premises are unoccupied or the occupier is 
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temporarily absent, or the serving of such notice would defeat 
the object of the entry,  

the magistrate may by warrant authorize the Water Authority, or any person 
authorized by the Water Authority in writing, to enter the premises, if need be by 
force. (Amended 47 of 1997 s. 10) 
(4) The Water Authority, or any person authorized by him, entering any premises 
under this section may take with him such persons as may be necessary, and on 
leaving any unoccupied premises which he has entered shall leave them as effectually 
secured against trespassers as he found them to be at the time of entry.  

(5) Every warrant issued under subsection (3) shall continue in force until the purpose 
of which the entry is necessary has been satisfied.  

 

 

 

Chapter: 132  Title: PUBLIC HEALTH 
AND MUNICIPAL 
SERVICES 
ORDINANCE 

Gazette 
Number: 

L.N. 320 of 
1999 

Section: 126 Heading: General powers of 
entry 

Version Date: 01/01/2000 

(1) Subject to the provisions of this section, any public officer authorized in writing 
by a public officer (referred to in this section as the authorizing authority), shall, on 
producing, if so required, some duly authenticated document showing his authority, 
have a right to enter any premises, vehicle, vessel or aircraft at any time between the 
hours of 7 a.m. and 7 p.m., and, in the case of any workplace or any premises or 
vessel used for business purposes, at any time during which work or business is 
carried on- (Amended 78 of 1999 s. 7)  

(a) for the purpose of ascertaining whether there is, or has been, 
on or in connection with the premises, vehicle, vessel or aircraft 
any contravention of the provisions of this Ordinance, being 
provisions which it is the duty of the authorizing authority to 
enforce; 
(b) for the purpose of ascertaining whether or not circumstance 
exist which would authorize or require the authorizing authority 
to take any action, or execute any work, under the provisions of 
this Ordinance, and for this purpose, such officer may take and 
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carry away samples of any article or thing, including water, 
found there; 
(c) for the purpose of taking any action, or executing any work, 
authorized or required by the provisions of this Ordinance to be 
taken or executed by the authorizing authority; 
(d) for the purpose of carrying out any tests the carrying out of 
which is authorized under the provisions of this Ordinance; 
(e) generally, for the purpose of the performance by the 
authorizing authority of his functions under the provisions of 
this Ordinance: (Amended 78 of 1999 s. 7) 

Provided that admission to any premises or vessel, not being premises or a vessel used 
for business purposes or as a workplace, shall not be demanded as of right unless not 
less than 2 hours' notice in writing of the intended entry has been given to the 
occupier of such premises or the person in charge of such vessel, or, in the absence of 
such person, posted in some conspicuous place on such premises or vessel, as the case 
may be. 
(2) If it is shown to the satisfaction of a magistrate on sworn information in writing- 

(a) that admission to any premises or vessel has been refused or 
that refusal is apprehended, or that such premises are 
unoccupied or such vessel unattended, as the case may be, or 
that the occupier or attendant is temporarily absent, or that the 
case is one of urgency, or that an application for admission 
would defeat the object of the entry, or that it is reasonable for 
the purposes of this Ordinance in the circumstances of the case 
that entry be effected between the hours of 7 p.m. and 7 a.m.; 
and 

(b) that there is reasonable ground for entry into the premises or 
vessel for any such purpose as aforesaid, 

the magistrate may by warrant in the form of Form B prescribed in the Seventh 
Schedule authorize any public officer authorized in that behalf by the public officer 
for whose purposes such entry is necessary to effect entry, if need be by force: 
(Amended 78 of 1999 s. 7) 
Provided that such warrant shall not be issued unless the magistrate is satisfied either 
that notice of the intention to apply for a warrant has been given to the occupier of the 
premises or to the person in charge of the vessel, as the case may be, or that the 
premises are unoccupied or the vessel unattended, or that the occupier or attendant is 
temporarily absent, or that the case is one of urgency, or that the giving of such notice 
would defeat the object of the entry, or that it is reasonable for the purposes of this 
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Ordinance in the circumstances of the case that entry be effected between the hours of 
7 p.m. and 7 a.m. (Amended 47 of 1997 s. 10) 
(3) Any public officer entering any premises or vessel by virtue of the provisions of 
subsection (1) or of a warrant issued under subsection (2) may take with him such 
persons as may be necessary, and, on leaving any unoccupied premises or any 
unattended vessel which he has entered by virtue of such provisions or such warrant, 
shall leave such premises or vessel as effectually secured against trespassers as he 
found the same to be at the time of entry. 
(4) Every warrant granted under the provisions of subsection (2) shall continue in 
force until the purpose for which the entry is necessary has been satisfied. 
 

      
      
Chapter: 502  Title: FIRE SAFETY 

(COMMERCIAL 
PREMISES) 
ORDINANCE 

Gazette 
Number: 

L.N. 234 of 
1998 

Section: 15 Heading: Power to enter 
premises or building 
and other powers of 
authorized officers 

Version Date: 01/06/1998 

(1) An authorized officer may enter and inspect premises or a building without 
warrant if the officer reasonably believes that-  

(a) the premises or building are or may be prescribed 
commercial premises or a specified commercial building; or 
(b) an offence against this Ordinance is being or has been 
committed on those premises or buildings. 

(2) An authorized officer may also enter and inspect prescribed commercial premises 
or a specified commercial building without warrant in order to ascertain whether or 
not a fire safety direction, fire safety improvement direction, fire safety compliance 
order or fire safety improvement compliance order, as the case may be, made in 
respect of the premises or building has been complied with. (Replaced 15 of 1998 s. 
16) 
(3) If, on the application of an enforcement authority, it is proved to the satisfaction of 
a magistrate on sworn information-  

(a) that admission to premises or a building has been refused, or 
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that refusal of admission is reasonably expected, or that the 
premises or building are unoccupied or that the case is one of 
urgency; and 

(b) that there is a good reason for an authorized officer to enter 
the premises or building, 

the magistrate may issue a warrant authorizing an authorized officer to enter the 
premises or building with such force as may be necessary. 
(4) On leaving unoccupied premises or an unoccupied building entered in accordance 
with this section, an authorized officer must ensure that they are as effectively secured 
against trespassers as the officer found them at the time of entry. 
(5) A warrant issued under this section continues in force for 1 month from the date of 
its issue or until the purpose for which entry is required has been fulfilled, whichever 
first occurs.  

(Amended 15 of 1998 s. 16)
 

 

Chapter: 572  Title: FIRE SAFETY 
(BUILDINGS) 
ORDINANCE 

Gazette 
Number: 

L.N. 63 of 
2007 

Section: 16 Heading: Power to enter a 
building, etc. and other 
powers of authorized 
officers 

Version Date: 01/07/2007 

(1) An authorized officer may enter and inspect a building or part of a building 
without warrant if the officer reasonably believes that-  

(a) it is or may be a composite building or domestic building or 
a part thereof; or 
(b) an offence against this Ordinance is being or has been 
committed therein. 

(2) An authorized officer may also enter and inspect a building or part of a building 
without warrant in order to ascertain whether or not a fire safety direction or fire 
safety compliance order, as the case may be, made in respect of it has been complied 
with. 
(3) An authorized officer must not enter under subsection (1) or (2) any part of a 
building-  

(a) intended for domestic purposes; and 
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(b) in respect of which the occupier of that part of the building 
has an exclusive right of use and enjoyment, 

unless no less than 24 hours' notice in writing of an intended entry by such officer has 
been given to that occupier. 
(4) If, on the application of an enforcement authority, it is proved to the satisfaction of 
a magistrate on sworn information-  

(a) that admission to a building or part of a building has been 
refused, or that refusal of admission is reasonably expected, or 
that it is unoccupied or that the case is one of urgency; and 

(b) that there is a good reason for an authorized officer to enter 
it, 

the magistrate may issue a warrant authorizing an authorized officer to enter the 
building or part of a building with such force as may be necessary. 
(5) On leaving an unoccupied building or part of a building entered in accordance 
with this section, an authorized officer must ensure that it is as effectively secured 
against trespassers as the officer found it at the time of entry. 
(6) A warrant issued under this section continues in force for 1 month from the date of 
its issue or until the purpose for which entry is required has been fulfilled, whichever 
first occurs. 
 

 

Chapter: 603  Title: PRODUCT 
ECO-RESPONSIBILITY 
ORDINANCE 

Gazette 
Number: 

L.N. 86 of 
2009 

Section: 8 Heading: Power of entry and 
search 

Version Date: 30/04/2009 

 

(1) Where a warrant has been issued under subsection (2) in respect of a place, an 
authorized officer may enter and search the place in accordance with this section. 
(2) A magistrate may issue a warrant authorizing an authorized officer to enter and 
search a place only if—  

(a) the magistrate is satisfied by information on oath that there 
are reasonable grounds for suspecting that—  

(i) an offence against this Ordinance has been or is 
being committed in the place; or 
(ii) there is in the place anything that constitutes, or is 
likely to constitute, evidence that an offence against this 
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Ordinance has been or is being committed; and 

(b) the magistrate is satisfied that—  

(i) it is not practicable to communicate with a person 
entitled to grant entry to the place; 
(ii) such a person has unreasonably refused entry to the 
place by an authorized officer; 
(iii) an authorized officer apprehends on reasonable 
grounds that entry to the place is unlikely to be granted 
unless a warrant is issued; or 
(iv) the purpose of entry to the place would be 
prejudiced unless an authorized officer arriving at the 
place can secure immediate entry. 

(3) An authorized officer who enters and searches a place under a warrant must, if 
required, produce the warrant for inspection. 
(4) A warrant issued under this section continues in force until the purpose for which 
the entry is necessary has been satisfied. 
(5) An authorized officer who enters a place under this section may do all or any of 
the following—  

(a) require any person present at the place to provide such 
assistance or information as may be necessary to enable the 
officer to perform his functions under this Ordinance; 
(b) search and seize anything that the officer reasonably 
believes to be evidence of the commission of an offence under 
this Ordinance; 
(c) retain the thing for such period as may be reasonably 
necessary for further examination or reproduction, or until the 
relevant proceedings under this Ordinance have been heard and 
finally determined. 

(6) An authorized officer must perform his functions under this section at a reasonable 
hour unless he believes that the purpose of their performance could be frustrated if he 
performs them at a reasonable hour. 
(7) In this section, “place” (地方) includes any vehicle and vessel. 
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Chapter: 313  Title: SHIPPING AND PORT 
CONTROL 
ORDINANCE 

Gazette 
Number: 

L.N. 282 of 
2006 

Section: 60A Heading: Powers of authorized 
officers to enter 
premises, etc. 

Version Date: 02/01/2007 

(1) Subject to this section, an authorized officer may, on producing, if so required, 
some duly authenticated document showing his authority, enter any non-domestic 
premises at any time between the hours of 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. for the purposes of-  

(a) (Repealed 43 of 1999 s. 91) 
(b) taking any action authorized or required to be taken by or 
under this Ordinance in respect of any such vessel found on the 
premises. 

(2) A magistrate may, if satisfied by information on oath that-  

(a) admission to any non-domestic premises has been refused 
or that refusal is apprehended, or that such premises are 
unoccupied, or that the occupier is temporarily absent, or that 
the case is one of urgency, or that an application for admission 
would defeat the object of the entry, or that it is reasonable for 
the purposes of this Ordinance in the circumstances of the case 
that entry be effected between the hours of 7 p.m. and 7 a.m.; 
and 

(b) there is reasonable ground for entry into the premises for 
any of the purposes of subsection (1), 

issue a warrant authorizing an authorized officer to effect entry, if need be by force: 
Provided that such warrant shall not be issued unless the magistrate is satisfied that 
notice of the intention to apply for a warrant has been given to the occupier of the 
premises, or that the premises are unoccupied, or that the occupier is temporarily 
absent, or that the case is one of urgency, or that the giving of such notice would 
defeat the object of the entry, or that it is reasonable for the purposes of this 
Ordinance in the circumstances of the case that entry be effected between the hours of 
7 p.m. and 7 a.m., as may be appropriate. 
(3) A magistrate may, if satisfied by information on oath that there is reasonable 
ground for entry into domestic premises for any of the purposes of subsection (1), 
issue a warrant authorizing an authorized officer to effect entry between the hours of 7 
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a.m. and 7 p.m., if need be by force: 
Provided that such warrant shall not be issued unless the magistrate is satisfied that 
notice of the intention to apply for a warrant has been given to the occupier of the 
premises, or that the premises are unoccupied, or that the occupier is temporarily 
absent, or that the case is one of urgency, or that the giving of such notice would 
defeat the object of the entry. 
(4) Any authorized officer entering any premises by virtue of the provisions of 
subsection (1) or of a warrant issued under subsection (2) or (3) may take with him 
such persons as may be necessary, and on leaving any unoccupied premises which he 
has so entered, shall leave such premises as effectually secured against trespassers as 
he found the same to be at the time of entry. 
(5) Every warrant issued under subsection (2) or (3) shall continue in force until the 
purpose for which the entry is necessary has been satisfied. 
(6) For the purposes of this section- 
"domestic premises" (住宅處所) means any premises used wholly or mainly for 
residential purposes and constituting a separate household unit; and 

"non-domestic premises" (非住宅處所) means any premises other than domestic 
premises.  

(Added 46 of 1981 s. 10)
 

 

Chapter: 548  Title: MERCHANT 
SHIPPING (LOCAL 
VESSELS) 
ORDINANCE 

Gazette 
Number: 

L.N. 282 of 
2006 

Section: 62 Heading: Powers of authorized 
officers to enter 
premises, etc. 

Version Date: 02/01/2007 

(1) Subject to this section, an authorized officer may, on producing, if so required, 
some duly authenticated document showing his authority, enter any premises, other 
than domestic premises, at any time between the hours of 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. for the 
purposes of-  

(a) ascertaining whether there is, or has been, on the premises, 
any local vessel that appears to be or to have been possessed or 
used in contravention of any of the provisions of this 
Ordinance; and 

(b) taking any action authorized or required to be taken by or 
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under this Ordinance in respect of any such vessel found on the 
premises. 

(2) A magistrate may, if satisfied by information on oath that-  

(a) admission to any premises, other than domestic premises, 
has been refused or that refusal is apprehended, or that such 
premises are unoccupied, or that the occupier is temporarily 
absent, or that the case is one of urgency, or that an application 
for admission would defeat the object of the entry, or that it is 
reasonable for the purposes of this Ordinance in the 
circumstances of the case that entry be effected between the 
hours of 7 p.m. and 7 a.m.; and 

(b) there is reasonable ground for entry into the premises for 
any of the purpose of subsection (1), 

issue a warrant authorizing an authorized officer to effect entry, if need be by force : 
Provided that such warrant shall not be issued unless the magistrate is satisfied that 
notice of the intention to apply for a warrant has been given to the occupier of the 
premises, or that the premises are unoccupied, or that the occupier is temporarily 
absent, or that the case is one of urgency, or that the giving of such notice would 
defeat the object of the entry, or that it is reasonable for the purposes of this 
Ordinance in the circumstances of the case that entry be effected between the hours of 
7 p.m. and 7 a.m. as may be appropriate. 
(3) A magistrate may, if satisfied by information on oath that there is reasonable 
ground for entry into domestic premises for any of the purposes of subsection (1), 
issue a warrant authorizing an authorized officer to effect entry between the hours of 7 
a.m. and 7 p.m., if need be by force: 
Provided that such warrant shall not be issued unless the magistrate is satisfied that 
notice of the intention to apply for a warrant has been given to the occupier of the 
premises, or that the premises are unoccupied, or that the occupier is temporarily 
absent, or that the case is one of urgency, or that the giving of such notice would 
defeat the object of the entry. 
(4) Any authorized officer entering any premises by virtue of the provision of 
subsection (1) or of a warrant issued under subsection (2) or (3) may take with him 
such persons as may be necessary, and on leaving any unoccupied premises which he 
has so entered, shall leave such premises as effectually secured against trespassers as 
he found the same to be at the time of entry. 
(5) Every warrant issued under subsection (2) or (3) shall continue in force until the 
purpose for which the entry is necessary has been satisfied. 
 



Annex C

Table 1: Project Distribution of Consultants (as at 23 March 2011)

Number of Projects

1 Consultant 1 134
2 Consultant 2 95
3 Consultant 3 64
4 Consultant 4 54
5 Consultant 5 53
6 Consultant 6 39
7 Consultant 7 35

8 Consultant 8 31
9 Consultant 9 28

10 Consultant 10 27
11 Consultant 11 22
12 Consultant 12 21
13 Consultant 13 21
14 Consultant 14 20
15 Consultant 15 20
16 Consultant 16 19
17 Consultant 17 19
18 Consultant 18 17
19 Consultant 19 16
20 Consultant 20 15
21 Consultant 21 14
22 Consultant 22 13
23 Consultant 23 13

24 Consultant 24 13
25 Consultant 25 11
26 Consultant 26 11
27 Consultant 27 10
28 Consultant 28 9
29 Consultant 29 9
30 Consultant 30 9
31 Consultant 31 8
32 Consultant 32 8
33 Consultant 33 8
34 Consultant 34 6
35 Consultant 35 6

Project Distribution of Consultants and Contractors 
under Operation Building Bright



36 Consultant 36 6
37 Consultant 37 5
38 Consultant 38 5
39 Consultant 39 4
40 Consultant 40 4
41 Consultant 41 4
42 Consultant 42 4
43 Consultant 43 4
44 Consultant 44 4
45 Consultant 45 4
46 Consultant 46 3
47 Consultant 47 3
48 Consultant 48 4
49 Consultant 49 2
50 Consultant 50 2
51 Consultant 51 2
52 Consultant 52 2
53 Consultant 53 2
54 Consultant 54 2
55 Consultant 55 1
56 Consultant 56 1
57 Consultant 57 1
58 Consultant 58 1
59 Consultant 59 1
60 Consultant 60 1
61 Consultant 61 1
62 Consultant 62 1
63 Consultant 63 1
64 Consultant 64 1
65 Consultant 65 1
66 Consultant 66 1
67 Consultant 67 1
68 Consultant 68 1
69 Consultant 69 1
70 Consultant 70 1
71 Consultant 71 1
72 Consultant 72 1
73 Consultant 73 1
74 Consultant 74 1
75 Consultant 75 1

Total 985



Table 2 : Project Distribution of Contractors (as at 4 March 2011)

Number of Projects
1 Contractor 1 24
2 Contractor 2 17
3 Contractor 3 14
4 Contractor 4 14
5 Contractor 5 11
6 Contractor 6 10
7 Contractor 7 9
8 Contractor 8 9
9 Contractor 9 9

10 Contractor 10 9
11 Contractor 11 9
12 Contractor 12 8
13 Contractor 13 8
14 Contractor 14 8
15 Contractor 15 6
16 Contractor 16 6
17 Contractor 17 6
18 Contractor 18 6
19 Contractor 19 6
20 Contractor 20 6
21 Contractor 21 5
22 Contractor 22 5
23 Contractor 23 5
24 Contractor 24 5
25 Contractor 25 5
26 Contractor 26 5
27 Contractor 27 5
28 Contractor 28 5
29 Contractor 29 5
30 Contractor 30 5
31 Contractor 31 4
32 Contractor 32 4
33 Contractor 33 4
34 Contractor 34 3
35 Contractor 35 3
36 Contractor 36 3
37 Contractor 37 3
38 Contractor 38 3
39 Contractor 39 3
40 Contractor 40 3
41 Contractor 41 3
42 Contractor 42 3
43 Contractor 43 3
44 Contractor 44 3
45 Contractor 45 3
46 Contractor 46 3
47 Contractor 47 3
48 Contractor 48 3
49 Contractor 49 3
50 Contractor 50 3
51 Contractor 51 3



52 Contractor 52 3
53 Contractor 53 3
54 Contractor 54 2
55 Contractor 55 2
56 Contractor 56 2
57 Contractor 57 2
58 Contractor 58 2
59 Contractor 59 2
60 Contractor 60 2
61 Contractor 61 2
62 Contractor 62 2
63 Contractor 63 2
64 Contractor 64 2
65 Contractor 65 1
66 Contractor 66 1
67 Contractor 67 1
68 Contractor 68 1
69 Contractor 69 1
70 Contractor 70 1
71 Contractor 71 1
72 Contractor 72 1
73 Contractor 73 1
74 Contractor 74 1
75 Contractor 75 1
76 Contractor 76 1
77 Contractor 77 1
78 Contractor 78 1
79 Contractor 79 1
80 Contractor 80 1
81 Contractor 81 1
82 Contractor 82 1
83 Contractor 83 1
84 Contractor 84 1
85 Contractor 85 1
86 Contractor 86 1
87 Contractor 87 1
88 Contractor 88 1
89 Contractor 89 1
90 Contractor 90 1
91 Contractor 91 1
92 Contractor 92 1
93 Contractor 93 1
94 Contractor 94 1
95 Contractor 95 1
96 Contractor 96 1

Total 371
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