
Bills Committee on Food Safety Bill 
 

Follow-up on Matters arising from the Bills Committee Meeting  
on 18 October 2010 

 
 
Purpose 
 
1.  This paper sets out our response to the issues raised by Members 
at the Bills Committee meeting on 18 October 2010 –  
 

(a) to provide samples of records kept by the participating 
fishermen in the pilot scheme reported at the meeting of 
29 September 2010;  

 
(b) to provide a performance pledge on the processing time 

for an application for registration under the Food Safety 
Bill (the Bill) during the six-month grace period; 

 
(c) to clarify the definition of “drug” under the Bill;  

 
(d) to consider the suggestion that registered food importers 

and distributors should display their registration 
numbers on their invoices and receipts; and 

 
(e) to arrange a briefing for non-governmental organisations 

(NGOs) involved in operating food banks on the 
requirements of the Bill. 

 
 
To provide samples of records kept by the participating fishermen in 
the pilot scheme reported at the meeting of 29 September 2010 
 
2.  We have attached the samples of capture records kept by the 22 
participating fishermen in the pilot scheme at Annex.  Of the 22 
participants, 16 were required to keep capture records under the Bill.  Of 
the 16 participants, 15 were able to record the exact date of the capture 
while one participant recorded the period of the capture (see pages 1 and 
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2 of the Annex).   
 
3.  As explained at the Bills Committee meeting, the purpose of 
allowing a period of capture in addition to the exact date is to provide 
flexibility so as to cater for the fishermen’s varied mode of operations.  
As illustrated by the pilot scheme, fishermen had no difficulty in 
interpreting the meaning of the “period” of their capture.   
 
 
To provide a performance pledge for the processing time of an 
application for registration during the six-month grace period 
 
4.  Regarding applications for registration under the Bill received 
within the first four months before expiry of the six-month grace period, 
the Director of Food and Environmental Hygiene (the Director) will grant 
approval-in-principle before the grace period expires, provided all the 
required information is submitted.  For applications received within two 
months before expiry of the grace period, the lead time for granting 
approval-in-principle will depend on the number of applications received. 
 
 
To clarify the definition of “drug” under the Bill 
 
5.  Members expressed concern about the possible ambiguity of 
some traditional Chinese herbs which could serve as soup ingredients or 
snacks as well as medicine at the same time.  Under the Bill, “drug” has 
the meaning given by section 2(1) of the Public Health and Municipal 
Services Ordinance (Cap. 132), which “includes any medicine, Chinese 
herbal medicine or proprietary Chinese medicine for internal or external 
use by man”.  Whether or not an article or substance falls within the 
definition of “drug” is a question of fact.  We are now studying the issue 
further and will revert in due course.   
 
 
To consider the suggestion that registered food importers and 
distributors should display their registration numbers in their 
invoices and receipts 
 



 3

6.  According to Clause 15(4) of the Bill, the Director, as the 
authority under the Bill, must make the register of registered food 
importers and registered food distributors available for public inspection 
so as to enable members of the public to ascertain whether a person is 
registered under Part 2 of the Bill.  Clause 15(3) stipulates that the 
Director may consider keeping the register in a form other than a 
documentary form.  Our intention is for the Director to upload the 
register to the Internet, in addition to the paper register.  Therefore, 
members of the public, including food traders, will have full access to the 
register to check the status of their trading partners.  We therefore do not 
consider that it is necessary to impose a further requirement on registered 
food importers and distributors to display their registration numbers in 
their invoices and receipts. 
 
 
To arrange a briefing for NGOs involved in operating food banks on 
the requirements of the Bill 
 
7.  We have arranged a briefing on 22 November 2010 for NGOs 
involved in operating food banks on the requirements under the Bill.   
 
 
Advice Sought 
 
8.  Members are asked to note the Administration’s response to the 
issues raised at the last meeting.   
 
 
 
 
Food and Health Bureau 
October 2010 
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於8月7日捕撈的魚獲數量
Quantity of fish caught on 7 Aug

於8月5日捕撈的魚獲數量
Quantity of fish caught on 5 Aug
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於8月12日捕撈的魚獲數量
Quantity of fish caught on 12 Aug

於8月6日捕撈的魚獲數量
Quantity of fish caught on 6 Aug
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於9月1日捕撈的魚獲數量/
Quantity of fish caught on 1 Sept

於8月29日捕撈的魚獲數量
Quantity of fish caught on 29 Aug
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