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Noting the absence of a quorum, the President directed the Clerk to summon Members 
to the meeting.  A quorum was then present. 

 
 
 
   Tabling of Papers 
  

The following papers were laid on the table pursuant to Rule 21(2) of the Rules of 
Procedure: 
 
Subsidiary Legislation / Instruments            L.N. No. 
 
1. Admission and Registration (Amendment) Rules 2010 (gazetted 

on 28.5.2010) 
69/2010

2. Employment (Amendment) Ordinance 2010 (Commencement)
Notice (gazetted on 28.5.2010) 

70/2010

 
 

 Other Papers 
 

  No. 97 - Supplemental Report of the Public Accounts Committee on Report 
No. 53 of the Director of Audit on the Results of Value for 
Money Audits 
(June 2010 - P.A.C. Report No. 53A) (published on 2.6.2010) 

 Report No. 12/09-10 of the House Committee on Consideration of Subsidiary 
Legislation and Other Instruments (published on 27.5.2010) 

 
 
 
   Addresses 

 
Dr Hon Philip WONG, Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee, addressed the 
Council on the Committee’s Report No. 53A. 

 
 
 

   Questions 
 
1.  Hon WONG Kwok-hing asked Question 1. 

 
The Secretary for the Civil Service replied.  
 
Three Members asked supplementary questions.  The Secretary for Home 
Affairs and the Secretary for the Civil Service replied. 
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2.  Hon LEUNG Yiu-chung asked Question 2. 
 
The Secretary for Food and Health replied.  
 
Five Members asked supplementary questions and the Secretary for Food and 
Health replied. 
 
 

3.  Hon James TO declared that one of his close relatives had become a victim and 
might have suffered a loss of several thousand dollars after the closing down of 
a yoga centre recently.  He then asked Question 3. 
 
The Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development replied.  
 
Five Members asked supplementary questions.  The Secretary for Financial 
Services and the Treasury and the Secretary for Commerce and Economic 
Development replied. 
 
 

4.  Hon WONG Sing-chi asked Question 4. 
 

The Secretary for Labour and Welfare replied.  
 
Four Members asked supplementary questions and the Secretary for Labour 
and Welfare replied. 
 
 

5.  Hon CHEUNG Hok-ming asked Question 5. 
 
The Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury replied.  
 
Six Members asked supplementary questions.  The Secretary for Financial 
Services and the Treasury and the Secretary for Transport and Housing replied. 
 
 

6.  Dr Hon LAM Tai-fai asked Question 6. 
 
The Secretary for Constitutional and Mainland Affairs replied.  
 
Dr Hon LAM Tai-fai asked a supplementary question and the Secretary for 
Constitutional and Mainland Affairs replied.  While he was replying to the 
supplementary question, Hon LEUNG Kwok-hung sought elucidation of a 
point raised by the Secretary in his reply.  The Secretary for Constitutional and 
Mainland Affairs elucidated and continued with his reply. 
 
Four other Members asked supplementary questions and the Secretary for 
Constitutional and Mainland Affairs replied. 
 

Written replies to Questions 7 to 20 were tabled for Members’ information. 
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   Bills 
 
First Reading 
 
Food Safety Bill 
 
The Bill was read the first time and ordered to be set down for Second Reading 
pursuant to Rule 53(3) of the Rules of Procedure. 
 
 
Second Reading 
 
Food Safety Bill 
 
The Secretary for Food and Health moved the Second Reading and spoke on the Bill. 
 
Question on the Second Reading proposed.  The President stated that in accordance 
with Rule 54(4) of the Rules of Procedure, the debate was adjourned and the Bill was 
referred to the House Committee. 
 
 
 

   Members’ Motions 
 
Motion under Rule 49E(2) of the Rules of Procedure 
 
Hon Miriam LAU moved the following motion and spoke on the motion: 
 
That this Council takes note of Report No. 12/09-10 of the House Committee laid on 
the Table of the Council on 2 June 2010 in relation to the subsidiary legislation and 
instrument(s) as listed below: 
 
Item Number Title of Subsidiary Legislation or Instrument 

 
(1) 

 
Dutiable Commodities (Exempted Quantities) (Amendment) 
Notice 2010 (L.N. 35/2010). 

 
Question on Hon Miriam LAU’s motion proposed. 
 
Hon CHAN Kin-por spoke on the motion as the Chairman of the Subcommittee on 
Dutiable Commodities (Exempted Quantities) (Amendment) Notice 2010. 
 
While CHAN Kin-por was speaking, the President left the chair at 1:38 pm 
temporarily and the President’s Deputy, Hon Miriam LAU, took the chair. 
 
Two other Members spoke on the motion. 
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Hon Tommy CHEUNG declared that he was a smoker and would bring in duty-free 
cigars occasionally.  However, this was not the reason why he had views on the 
amendment notice.  He then spoke on the motion.  
 
The Secretary for Food and Health spoke on the motion. 
 
The President’s Deputy stated that under Rule 49E(9) of the Rules of Procedure, she 
would not put any question on the motion.  
 
Hon LEE Wing-tat drew the attention of the President’s Deputy to the absence of a 
quorum.  The President’s Deputy directed the Clerk to summon Members to the 
meeting.  A quorum was then present. 
 
 
The 4 June incident 
 
Hon Albert HO moved the following motion and spoke on the motion: 

 
That this Council urges that: the 4 June incident be not forgotten and the 1989        
pro-democracy movement be vindicated. 
 
Question on Hon Albert HO’s motion proposed. 

 
Five Members and Hon LEE Wing-tat spoke on the motion. 
 
At 3:11 pm, while Hon LEE Wing-tat was speaking, the President resumed the chair. 
 
Eleven other Members spoke on the motion. 
 
Hon James TO declared that he was the volunteer lawyer of Mr CHEN Wei-ming, the 
sculptor of the Goddess of Democracy statue, who was denied entry into Hong Kong 
that morning.  Mr TO then spoke on the motion. 
 
Six more Members spoke on the motion. 
 
Question on Hon Albert HO’s motion put. 
 
Hon Albert HO claimed a division.  The President then ordered the Council to 
proceed to a division under Rule 47(1) of the Rules of Procedure. 
 
The President announced that among the Members returned by functional 
constituencies, 22 were present, five were in favour of the motion, seven against it and 
10 abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies 
through direct elections, 28 were present, 19 were in favour of the motion and eight 
against it (voting record in Appendix I).  Since the question was not agreed by a 
majority of each of the two groups of Members present, he declared that the motion 
was negatived.  
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Increasing the powers and responsibilities of District Councils in district planning 
 

Prof Hon Patrick LAU moved the following motion and spoke on the motion: 
 

That, as the current role of District Councils is mainly advisory in nature, and their 
substantive powers and responsibilities regarding district planning have yet to be 
clearly defined, the actual circumstances and wishes of residents of the respective 
districts cannot be relayed promptly to the Administration in a ‘bottom-up’ manner 
during the planning process, and due to the segregation of policy departments and 
disparity between their priorities, resources cannot be put to the best use, and hence 
the district planning undertaken by the Government often does not have support from 
the local community; in this connection, this Council urges the Government to 
increase the powers and responsibilities of District Councils in district planning, 
including: 

 
(a) to enhance the participation of District Councils in landscaping, greening and 

environmental improvement projects and their management, and organize 
community building forums and open design competitions to forge consensus 
on district planning; 

 
(b)  to divide Hong Kong into several major communities, in respect of which 

District Councils and the Planning Department should collaborate and           
co-ordinate with the relevant policy departments to jointly formulate and 
review regularly ‘community-based’ district planning programmes and 
practicable improvement plans, according to the actual needs and wishes of 
individual districts, as well as for the benefit of the community as a whole; 

 
(c) to allocate more resources for District Councils to engage professionals to 

conduct various thematic planning studies and urban design in respect of the 
respective districts, and submit the reports to the Planning Department for 
consideration; and 

 
(d) to confer powers and responsibilities on District Councils to participate in the 

planning of the major community works and ancillary facilities required by the 
respective districts, including public housing, community halls, cultural and 
recreational facilities, open spaces, refuse recovery yards, incinerators, 
columbarium niches, etc., so as to develop an integrated and comprehensive 
community, 

 
thereby combining the strengths of the Government, representative councils and the 
public to implement district planning and development, and to jointly enhance the 
living environment of various districts, so as to develop Hong Kong into a quality city. 
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Question on Prof Hon Patrick LAU’s motion proposed. 
 
The President stated that Hon Frederick FUNG, Hon WONG Kwok-hing,                
Hon Miriam LAU, Hon IP Kwok-him, Hon Ronny TONG, Hon James TO and        
Hon Paul TSE intended to move amendments to the motion.  Also,                
Dr Hon Priscilla LEUNG intended to move an amendment to Hon Miriam LAU’s 
amendment.  In accordance with the Rules of Procedure, the motion and the 
amendments would be debated together in a joint debate. 

 
Hon Frederick FUNG, Hon WONG Kwok-hing, Hon Miriam LAU,                
Hon IP Kwok-him, Hon Ronny TONG, Hon James TO, Hon Paul TSE and                
Dr Hon Priscilla LEUNG, who intended to move amendments, spoke on the motion 
and the amendments.   
 
While Dr Hon Priscilla LEUNG was speaking, the President left the chair at 6:45 pm 
temporarily and the President’s Deputy, Hon Miriam LAU, took the chair. 
 
The Secretary for Home Affairs and the Secretary for Development spoke on the 
motion and the amendments. 
 
A Member spoke on the motion and the amendments. 
 
Hon CHEUNG Hok-ming declared that he was the Chairman of Tai Po District 
Council.  He then spoke on the motion and the amendments. 
 
Hon LAU Wong-fat declared that he was the Chairman of Tuen Mun District 
Council.  He then spoke on the motion and the amendments. 
 
Hon WONG Yung-kan declared that he had been a member of Tai Po District 
Council since 1991.  He then spoke on the motion and the amendments. 
 
Two other Members and Ir Dr Hon Raymond HO spoke on the motion and the 
amendments. 
 
At 7:47 pm, while Ir Dr Hon Raymond HO was speaking, the President resumed the 
chair. 
 
Five more Members spoke on the motion and the amendments. 
 
Prof Hon Patrick LAU spoke on the amendments. 
 
The Secretary for Home Affairs and the Secretary for Development spoke again. 
 
Hon Frederick FUNG moved the following amendment to Prof Hon Patrick LAU’s 
motion: 
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To add “with the continuously rising aspirations of the public for quality city life, 
and” after “That,”; to add “coupled with the fact that the existing appointed members 
of District Councils fundamentally lack recognition,” after “defined,”; to add “the 
tilted planning and land policies, as well as” after “due to”; to add “reform the 
existing planning and land policies based on the concept of sustainable development 
and the primary principle of public engagement and, at the same time,” after “urges 
the Government to”; to add “(a) to completely abolish District Council appointment 
system, so that District Councils can comprehensively and truly represent the wishes 
of the residents of the respective districts;” after “district planning, including:”; to 
delete the original “(a)” and substitute with “(b)”; to delete the original “(b)” and 
substitute with “(c)”; to add “, as well as through the process of public engagement,” 
after “the relevant policy departments”; to add “balanced” after “as well as for the”; to 
add “individual districts and” after “benefit of”; to delete the original “(c)” and 
substitute with “(d)”; to add “and civic society organizations” after “engage 
professionals”; and to delete the original “(d)” and substitute with “(e)”. 
 
Question on Hon Frederick FUNG’s amendment to Prof Hon Patrick LAU’s motion 
proposed and put. 
 
Hon Frederick FUNG claimed a division.  The President then ordered the Council to 
proceed to a division under Rule 47(1) of the Rules of Procedure. 
 
The President announced that among the Members returned by functional 
constituencies, 23 were present, two were in favour of the amendment, 12 against it 
and nine abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical 
constituencies through direct elections, 24 were present, one was in favour of the 
amendment, five against it and 17 abstained (voting record in Appendix II).  Since 
the question was not agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members 
present, he declared that the amendment was negatived. 
 
Hon Miriam LAU rose to move the following motion without notice: 
 
That in the event of further divisions in relation to the motion on “Increasing the 
powers and responsibilities of District Councils in district planning” or amendments 
thereto, the Council do proceed to each of such divisions after the division bell has 
been rung for one minute. 
 
Question on the motion proposed, put and agreed to. 
 
Hon WONG Kwok-hing moved the following amendment to Prof Hon Patrick LAU’s 
motion: 
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To delete “as the current” after “That,” and substitute with “after the abolition of the 
two former Municipal Councils in 1999, the Government undertook to devolve part of 
their powers and responsibilities, yet the expansion of the powers and responsibilities 
of District Councils has not been fully accomplished to date, and the”; to add “still” 
after “District Councils is”; to add “to start from the foundation of society and adopt a 
community-based approach” after “(a)”; to add “, public health,” after “greening”; to 
add “enable extensive public engagement and” after “competitions to”; to add “the 
Legislative Council,” after “which”; to delete “; and” after “consideration” and 
substitute with “, so as to improve the design work of government departments during 
the initial planning stage;”; to add “and community centres, public markets, libraries” 
after “community halls”; to delete “refuse recovery yards” after “open spaces,” and 
substitute with “conservation and revitalization of relics and monuments, public health 
facilities, public toilets and bathhouses, refuse collection points, waste separation and 
recycling facilities, sewage treatment works”; and to add “; (e) to give play to the 
participatory and supervisory functions of District Councils, and prompt the relevant 
government departments to submit timetables for early completion of various 
outstanding public projects of the two former Municipal Councils; and (f) to further 
enhance the communication and co-operation among the Legislative Council, 
government departments and various District Councils so that they can collaborate 
comprehensively to achieve synergy, thereby optimizing the effective use of public 
resources, minimizing duplication and internal discord to the fullest extent possible, 
and improving the standard of services delivered to the people of Hong Kong” after 
“comprehensive community”. 
 
Question on Hon WONG Kwok-hing’s amendment to Prof Hon Patrick LAU’s 
motion proposed and put. 
 
Hon James TO claimed a division.  The President then ordered the Council to proceed 
to a division under Rule 49(5) of the Rules of Procedure. 
 
The President announced that among the Members returned by functional 
constituencies, 23 were present, 19 were in favour of the amendment and four against 
it; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies through direct 
elections, 24 were present, nine were in favour of the amendment and 14 against it 
(voting record in Appendix III).  Since the question was not agreed by a majority of 
each of the two groups of Members present, he declared that the amendment was 
negatived. 
 
Hon Miriam LAU moved the following amendment to Prof Hon Patrick LAU’s 
motion: 
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To delete “as the current” after “That,” and substitute with “since the implementation 
of the system of representative government, the”; to delete “is mainly” after “role of 
District Councils” and substitute with “has mainly been”; to add “as a result, the views 
of District Councils on the planning of the respective districts have often been 
overlooked, and” after “defined,”; to delete “during the planning process” after 
“manner” and substitute with “in most cases”; to delete “and” after “consideration;”; 
to add “and fully consult District Councils on the planning of other facilities that 
affect the residents of the respective districts, such as landfills,” after “columbarium 
niches, etc.,”; and to add “; and (e) to actively support various districts in developing 
community economy according to their respective local characteristics, such as 
undertaking appropriate planning for the districts’ tourism resources to develop 
community tourism, and studying the establishment of unique and attractive culinary 
zones or open-air bazaars, so as to boost employment in the local communities” after 
“comprehensive community”. 
 
Question on Hon Miriam LAU’s amendment to Prof Hon Patrick LAU’s motion 
proposed. 
 
Dr Hon Priscilla LEUNG moved the following amendment to Hon Miriam LAU’s 
amendment: 
 
To delete “fully consult District Councils” before “on the planning of” and substitute 
with “give priority to consulting District Councils and respect their views”; to delete 
“other facilities” before “that affect” and substitute with “issues”; and to add 
“redevelopment of old districts, building safety, harbourfront sites, environmental 
protection and” after “districts, such as”. 
 
Question on Dr Hon Priscilla LEUNG’s amendment to Hon Miriam LAU’s 
amendment proposed and put. 
 
Hon James TO claimed a division.  The President then ordered the Council to proceed 
to a division under Rule 49(5) of the Rules of Procedure.   
 
The President announced that among the Members returned by functional 
constituencies, 23 were present, 19 were in favour of the amendment and four against 
it; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies through direct 
elections, 24 were present, nine were in favour of the amendment and 14 against it 
(voting record in Appendix IV).  Since the question was not agreed by a majority of 
each of the two groups of Members present, he declared that the amendment was 
negatived.  
 
Question on Hon Miriam LAU’s amendment to Prof Hon Patrick LAU’s motion put. 
 
Hon Miriam LAU claimed a division.  The President then ordered the Council to 
proceed to a division under Rule 49(5) of the Rules of Procedure.   
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The President announced that among the Members returned by functional 
constituencies, 23 were present, 19 were in favour of the amendment and four against 
it; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies through direct 
elections, 24 were present, nine were in favour of the amendment and 14 against it 
(voting record in Appendix V).  Since the question was not agreed by a majority of 
each of the two groups of Members present, he declared that the amendment was 
negatived.  
 
Hon IP Kwok-him moved the following amendment to Prof Hon Patrick LAU’s 
motion: 
 
To delete “as” after “That,” and substitute with “although”; to delete “and” after “in 
nature,”; to add “and correspondingly enhance the support for District Councils and 
their members,” after “in district planning,”; to delete “and” after “consideration;”; to 
add “; (e) to enhance the manpower support and resources for the secretariats of 
District Councils; and (f) to provide District Council members with end-of-service 
gratuity and medical benefits, and abolish the arrangement whereby District Council 
members’ Miscellaneous Expenses Allowance is taxable” after “comprehensive 
community”; and to add “enhancing the standard of performance of District Councils 
in discharging their powers and responsibilities, and” after “thereby”. 
 
Question on Hon IP Kwok-him’s amendment to Prof Hon Patrick LAU’s motion 
proposed and put. 
 
Hon James TO claimed a division.  The President then ordered the Council to proceed 
to a division under Rule 49(5) of the Rules of Procedure.   
 
The President announced that among the Members returned by functional 
constituencies, 23 were present, 19 were in favour of the amendment and four against 
it; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies through direct 
elections, 24 were present, nine were in favour of the amendment and 14 against it 
(voting record in Appendix VI).  Since the question was not agreed by a majority of 
each of the two groups of Members present, he declared that the amendment was 
negatived.  
 
Hon Ronny TONG had withdrawn his amendment. 
 
Hon James TO moved the following amendment to Prof Hon Patrick LAU’s motion: 
 
To delete “the current” after “That, as” and substitute with “currently not all seats of 
District Councils are returned by general elections, and the”; to add “implement full 
democratization of District Councils, and” after “urges the Government to”; to add 
“(a) to completely abolish the appointed and ex-officio seats in District Councils, so 
that all seats of District Councils will be returned by direct elections, and District 
Councils can comprehensively and truly represent the wishes of residents of the 
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respective districts;” after “district planning, including:”; to delete the original “(a)” 
and substitute with “(b)”; to delete the original “(b)” and substitute with “(c)”; to 
delete the original “(c)” and substitute with “(d)”; to delete “and” after 
“consideration;”; to delete the original “(d)” and substitute with “(e)”; to delete 
“major” after “planning of the” and substitute with “regional”; to delete “public 
housing,” after “the respective districts, including”; to delete “refuse recovery yards, 
incinerators, columbarium niches,” after “open spaces,”; and to add “; and (f) the 
Government must consult District Councils on the planning of territory-wide essential 
facilities, including public housing, refuse recovery yards, incinerators, columbarium 
niches, etc., so as to enable District Councils to give views to the Government on such 
areas, and the Government must provide District Councils with the necessary 
information and responses, so that the Government can take into account the views of 
District Councils when undertaking territory-wide planning” after “comprehensive 
community”. 
 
Question on Hon James TO’s amendment to Prof Hon Patrick LAU’s motion 
proposed and put. 
 
Hon IP Kwok-him claimed a division.  The President then ordered the Council to 
proceed to a division under Rule 49(5) of the Rules of Procedure.   
 
The President announced that among the Members returned by functional 
constituencies, 23 were present, four were in favour of the amendment, 15 against it 
and four abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical 
constituencies through direct elections, 24 were present, 15 were in favour of the 
amendment, seven against it and one abstained (voting record in Appendix VII).  
Since the question was not agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of 
Members present, he declared that the amendment was negatived.  
 
Hon Paul TSE moved the following amendment to Prof Hon Patrick LAU’s motion: 
 
To delete “and” after “consideration;”; and to add “; and (e) through exploring, 
conserving and enhancing tourism resources with historical, local or cultural 
characteristics and developing additional tourism infrastructure to enhance the role of 
District Councils in planning and promoting the development of community tourism” 
after “comprehensive community”. 
 
Question on Hon Paul TSE’s amendment to Prof Hon Patrick LAU’s motion proposed 
and put. 
 
Hon James TO claimed a division.  The President then ordered the Council to proceed 
to a division under Rule 49(5) of the Rules of Procedure.   
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The President announced that among the Members returned by functional 
constituencies, 23 were present, 19 were in favour of the amendment and four against 
it; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies through direct 
elections, 24 were present, nine were in favour of the amendment and 14 against it 
(voting record in Appendix VIII).  Since the question was not agreed by a majority 
of each of the two groups of Members present, he declared that the amendment was 
negatived.  
 
Prof Hon Patrick LAU replied. 
 
Question on Prof Hon Patrick LAU’s motion put. 
 
Hon James TO claimed a division.  The President then ordered the Council to proceed 
to a division under Rule 49(5) of the Rules of Procedure.   
 
The President announced that among the Members returned by functional 
constituencies, 23 were present, 19 were in favour of the motion and four against it; 
while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies through direct 
elections, 24 were present, nine were in favour of the motion and 14 against it (voting 
record in Appendix IX).  Since the question was not agreed by a majority of each of 
the two groups of Members present, he declared that the motion was negatived.  
 
 
 

   Next meeting 
 
The President declared that the next meeting of the Council would be held on 
9 June 2010 at 11:00 am. 

 
The Council was adjourned at 9:05 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 (Jasper TSANG Yok-sing) 
President 

26 August 2010 
 
Council Chamber 
Hong Kong 
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