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Confirmation of the minutes of the 26th meeting held on 11 June 2010
(LC Paper No. CB(2) 1813/09-10)

The minutes were confirmed.

Mattersarising

Report by the Chairman on her meeting with the Chief Secretary for
Administration

2. The Chairman said that there was nothing special to report.

L egidative Programme 2009-2010

3. Mr Ronny TONG enquired about the number of bills on the Legidative

Programme for the current session which had yet to be introduced into the
Council.

4.  The Chairman said that of the 21 Bills included in the Legidative
Programme for the current session, 15 Bills had aready been introduced or
scheduled for introduction into the Council, including the four Bills to be
presented to the Council on 30 June 2010, and six Bills had yet to be
introduced into the Council.

Legal Service Division report on subsidiary legislation gazetted on 11
June 2010

(LC Paper No. LS 75/09-10)

5. The Chairman said that two items of subsidiary legislation, including
one Commencement Notice, were gazetted on 11 June 2010. They would be
tabled in the Council on 23 June 2010.

6. Members did not raise any queries on these items of subsidiary
legidlation.

7. The Chairman reminded Members that the deadline for amending these
items of subsidiary legislation was the second meeting of the Legidative
Council ("LegCa") in the next session.
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Further businessfor the Council meeting on 23 June 2010

(& Tabling of papers

Report No. 14/09-10 of the House Committee on Consideration of
Subsidiary Legidation and Other I nstruments

(LC Paper No. CB(2) 1815/09-10 issued vide LC Paper No. CB(3)
795/09-10 dated 17 June 2010)

8. The Chairman said that the report covered 14 items of subsidiary
legidlation, including the Fugitive Offenders (South Africa) Order, the period
for amendment of which would expire on 23 June 2010. As a Member had
notified his intention to speak on the Order, she, as Chairman of the House
Committee, would move a motion to take note of the report in relation to the
Order.

(b) Bills- First Reading and moving of Second Reading

Supplementary Appropriation (2009-2010) Bill

0. The Chairman said that the Administration had given notice to present
the above Bill to the Council. The House Committee would consider the Bill
at its next meeting on 25 June 2010.

() Members motions

Proposed resolution to be moved by Hon Miriam LAU Kin-yee
under section 34(4) of the Interpretation and General Clauses
Ordinance relating to the Tate's Cairn Tunnel Ordinance
(Amendment of Schedule) Notice 2010

(Wording of the proposed resolution issued vide LC Paper No. CB(3)
787/09-10 dated 11 June 2010.)

10. The Chairman said that she, in her capacity as Chairman of the
Subcommittee on Tate's Cairn Tunnel Ordinance (Amendment of Schedule)
Notice 2010, would move a motion at the Council meeting to extend the
scrutiny period of the Notice to 14 July 2010.

Businessfor the Council meeting on 30 June 2010

(& Questions
(LC Paper No. CB(3) 791/09-10)

11. The Chairman said that 20 questions (six oral and 14 written) had been
scheduled for the meeting.
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(b) Bills- First Reading and moving of Second Reading

() L egal Practitioners (Amendment) Bill 2010

(i)  Matrimonial Proceedings and Property (Amendment) Bill
2010

(i) Residential Care Homes (Personswith Disabilities) Bill
(iv) CommunicationsAuthority Bill
12. The Chairman said that the Administration had given notice to present

the above four Bills to the Council. The House Committee would consider
these Bills at its meeting on 2 July 2010.

(c)  Government motion

Proposed resolution to be moved by the Secretary for Labour and
Welfare under the Employees Compensation Ordinance

(Wording of the proposed resolution issued vide LC Paper No. CB(3)
782/09-10 dated 10 June 2010.)

(LC Paper No. LS74/09-10)

13. The Chairman said that the proposed resolution was for seeking LegCo's
approval to amend the Sixth Schedule to the Employees Compensation
Ordinance to increase the amounts prescribed for the calculation of various
heads of compensation/surcharge payable under the Ordinance by 2.34%. She
added that the Panel on Manpower had been briefed on 23 February 2010 of
the proposed revisions, and members generally supported the proposal.

14. Members did not raise objection to the Administration moving the
proposed resolution at the Council meeting.

(d) Members motions

(1) Proposed resolution to be moved by Hon TAM Yiu-chung
under Article 75 of the Basic Law of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region of the People's Republic of China
(Wording of the proposed resolution issued vide LC Paper No.
CB(3) 792/09-10 dated 15 June 2010.)

15. The Chairman said that Members noted at the last House Committee
meeting that Mr TAM Yiu-chung, Chairman of the Committee on Rules of
Procedure ("CRoP"), would move a motion at the Council meeting to amend
Rule 49(4) and (6) of the Rules of Procedure ("RoP') regarding the
arrangement for shortening the duration of the division bell.
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(i)  Motion to be moved by Hon CHEUNG Man-kwong

16. The Chairman said that the subject of the motion to be moved by Mr
CHEUNG Man-kwong was "Safeguarding Hong Kong people's freedom of
expression".

(i)  Motion to be moved by Hon LAU Kong-wah

17. The Chairman said that the subject of the motion to be moved by Mr
LAU Kong-wah was "Policy on elderly housing”.

18.  The Chairman reminded Members that the deadline for giving notice of
amendments, if any, to the motions was Wednesday, 23 June 2010.

Report on subsidiary legislation the period for amendment of which would
expire on 30 June 2010

19. The Chairman said that the list of subsidiary legislation the period for
amendment of which would expire on 30 June 2010 had been tabled at the
meeting. Members who wished to speak on the two items of subsidiary
legislation should notify the Clerk by 5:00 pm on Tuesday, 22 June 2010.

Report of Bills Committees and subcommittees

(@ Report of the Bills Committee on Deposit Protection Scheme
(Amendment) Bill 2010
(LC Paper No. CB(1) 2256/09-10)

20. Mr CHAN Kam-lam, Chairman of the Bills Committee, reported that
the Bill sought to improve depositor protection and operating efficiency under
the Deposit Protection Scheme (“the Scheme'). The main proposals included
expanding the Scheme's coverage to include secured deposits and raising the
limit on the total amount of compensation from $100,000 to $500,000 for each
depositor under the Scheme.

21. Mr CHAN Kam-lam further reported that the Bills Committee had held
three meetings with the Administration. The major issues discussed by the
Bills Committee included -

(@  thetypes of deposit that were currently not under the protection
of the Scheme but would be so under the Bill;

(b)  the mechanism for depositors to appea against the amount of
compensation as decided by the Hong Kong Deposit Protection
Board ("the Board");

(c) the factors to be taken into consideration by the Board in
determining whether it should make an interim payment and the
conditions under which the Board might make such payment; and
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(d)  how the public would be informed of the changes to the
protection status of their deposits after the lifting of the
temporary full deposit guarantee and the implementation of the
enhanced Scheme on 1 January 2011.

22. Mr CHAN Kam-lam added that the Bills Committee agreed to the
Administration's proposed Committee Stage amendments ("CSAs') and
supported the resumption of the Second Reading debate on the Bill at the
Council meeting on 30 June 2010. He referred Members to the report for the
details of deliberations of the Bills Committee.

23.  The Chairman reminded Members that the deadline for giving notice of
CSAs, if any, was Monday, 21 June 2010.

(b) Report of the Bills Committee on Companies (Amendment) Bill
2010 and Business Registration (Amendment) Bill 2010

24, Mr Paul CHAN, Chairman of the Bills Committee, gave a verbal report
on the work of the Bills Committee. He explained that the main objectives of
the two Billswere to -

(@  make provisions for on-line applications for company registration
and filing of company documents;

(b)  improve the company name approval process,

(c) facilitate the provision of a one-stop service for company
registration and business registration; and

(d) expand the scope of statutory derivative actions to cover
"multiple" derivative actions.

25. Mr Paul CHAN elaborated that the Bills Committee had held eight
meetings and had received views from the public (including the relevant trades
and professional bodies) on the Bills. The major issues of concern discussed
by membersincluded -

(8  measures to verify the identities of those submitting applications
for registration under the proposed regime for company
registration;

(b)  whether the proposed amendments were effective in tackling the
problem of "shadow companies’;

(c) the mechanism for review of the Registrar of Companies
direction to change the name of companies,
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(d)  whether the proposed scope of "multiple” statutory derivative
actions was appropriate ; and

(e) the provisons governing electronic communications by a
company to its members or debenture holders.

26.  Mr Paul CHAN further reported that the Bills Committee had completed
its scrutiny work. It agreed to the Administration's proposed CSAs and
supported the resumption of the Second Reading debates on the two Bills at the
Council meeting on 7 July 2010. He added that a written report would be
submitted to the House Committee the following week.

27.  The Chairman reminded Members that the deadline for giving notice of
CSAs, if any, was Saturday, 26 June 2010.

(¢) Interim report of the Subcommittee to Examine the
I mplementation in Hong Kong of Resolutions of the United Nations
Security Council in relation to Sanctions (" the UN Subcommittee”)

28. Dr Margaret NG, Chairman of the UN Subcommittee, reported that
since commencement of its work on 1 December 2008, the Subcommittee had
held eight meetings and had studied a total of 13 Regulations made under the
United Nations Sanctions Ordinance ("UNSO") and gazetted since October
2008. The UN Subcommittee agreed that an interim report on its work should
be made to the House Committee before the end of the current legislative
session. The written report would be submitted to the House Committee the
following week.

29. Dr Margaret NG elaborated that as provided under section 3(5) of
UNSO, sections 34 and 35 of the Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance
(Cap. 1) should not apply to regulations made under UNSO, and such
regulations were not subject to amendment by LegCo. Given the important
legal and constitutional implications arising from the current mechanism of
implementing United Nations sanctions in Hong Kong, the UN Subcommittee
considered it necessary to provide a forum for Members to give views on the
subject and to elicit the Administration's response.  As the existing procedure
for holding debates on subsidiary legislation in the Council did not cover
regulations made under UNSO, the UN Subcommittee agreed that she, as its
Chairman, should move a motion for adjournment under RoP 16(4) at the
Council meeting on 7 July 2010, for the purpose of enabling Members to speak
on the existing arrangement of implementing in Hong Kong sanctions resolved
by the Security Council of the United Nations.

30. Dr Margaret NG further said that the UN Subcommittee sought the
House Committee's support for the following -

(@  the adjournment debate proposed by the UN Subcommittee be
held in addition to two other debates on Members motions with
no legislative effect at the Council meeting on 7 July 2010; and
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(b)  the debate slot would not be counted as her own slot.

31. The Chairman said that as the Panel on Welfare Services also sought the
House Committee's agreement to alocate a debate slot to the Chairman of the
Subcommittee on Poverty Alleviation formed under the Panel to move a
motion to debate on the Report of the Subcommittee at the same Council
meeting under agendaitem VI below, she suggested that the two agenda items
be discussed jointly. Members agreed.

32.  Attheinvitation of the Chairman, Mr WONG Sing-chi, Chairman of the
Panel on Welfare Services, reported that the Subcommittee on Poverty
Alleviation had completed its work and had reported to the Panel. In view of
wide public concern about the poverty situation in Hong Kong, the Panel
agreed to the Subcommittee's proposal that a motion on the Subcommittee's
Report should be moved for debate at a Council meeting to provide an
opportunity for Members to express their views on the subject and for the
Administration to provide its response. The Panel agreed that the approval of
the House Committee should be sought for the allocation of a debate sot to the
Subcommittee Chairman, Mr Frederick FUNG, under rule 14A(h) of the House
Rules ("HR") for moving a motion on the Subcommittee's Report at the
Council meeting on 7 July 2010, and the debate slot would not be counted as
Mr FUNG's own dot. He appealed to Members to support the
Subcommittee's proposal.

33. The Chairman drew to Members attention that under HR 13(a), the
House Committee might recommend that more than two debates initiated by
Members be held at a Council meeting under special circumstances. She said
that the UN Subcommittee proposed the holding of an adjournment debate and
the Subcommittee on Poverty Alleviation a motion debate on the
Subcommittee's report, in addition to the two other debates on Members
motions with no legidative effect, at the Council meeting on 7 July 2010.
Should the House Committee accede to the two requests, a total of three
Members motions with no legidative effect and an adjournment debate would
be held at that Council meeting. She invited Members views on the two
requests.

34. Mr IP Kwok-him said that should the two requests be acceded to, there
would be a long Agenda for the Council meeting on 7 July 2010. However,
given that the following Council meeting on 14 July 2010 would be the last one
for the current session and there would likely be many items of business at that
meeting, he expressed support for the requests made by the two
Subcommittees.

35. Dr Margaret NG said that the adjournment debate proposed by the UN
Subcommittee would probably not be long. She expected that not many
Members would speak during the debate and public officers concerned would
not give long replies.
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36. In response to Dr Margaret NG, the Chairman clarified that the UN
Subcommittee proposed the holding of an adjournment debate under RoP 16(4),
while the Subcommittee on Poverty Alleviation a motion debate. According
to RoP and HR, the duration of an adjournment debate was kept within one and
ahaf hours. Asfor the motion debate on the Report of the Subcommittee on
Poverty Alleviation, the speaking time limits were 15 minutes for the mover of
the motion, 10 minutes for the mover of an amendment to the motion, and
seven minutes for other speakers.

37. Dr Margaret NG said that she anticipated that the adjournment debate
proposed by the UN Subcommittee would last for about one hour.

38. Inresponse to Ms Cyd HO, the Chairman said that a designated public
officer would give areply at an adjournment debate moved under RoP 16(4).

39. Ms Cyd HO shared Dr Margaret NG's view that one hour would be
adequate for the proposed adjournment debate.

40. Mr_Frederick FUNG, Chairman of the Subcommittee on Poverty
Alleviation, said that the Subcommittee had studied the relevant issues for
one-and-a-half years and had made some 20 recommendations in its report.
He appealed to Members to support the Subcommittee's request.

41. Members agreed that -

(@  the request of the UN Subcommittee for Dr Margaret NG to
move a motion for adjournment under RoP 16(4) be acceded to;

(b)  the request of the Panel on Welfare Services for Mr Frederick
FUNG to move a motion to debate on the Report of the
Subcommittee on Poverty Alleviation be acceded to; and

(c) in addition to the adjournment debate proposed by the UN
Subcommittee and the motion debate proposed by the
Subcommittee on Poverty Alleviation, two other debates on
Members motions with no legislative effect should also be held
at the Council meeting on 7 July 2010.

Position on Bills Committees and subcommittees
(LC Paper No. CB(2) 1814/09-10)

42. The Chairman said that there were nine Bills Committees, six
subcommittees under the House Committee (i.e. two subcommittees on
subsidiary legidlation, one subcommittee on constitutional reform proposals
and three subcommittees on policy issues) and eight subcommittees under
Panelsin action.
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VIII. Report of the Subcommittee on Poverty Alleviation under Panel on

WEelfare Services
(LC Paper No. CB(2) 1819/09-10)

43. Theitem was discussed jointly with item V1 (c) above.

The time allocated for raising follow-up questions to oral questions and
thelimit on the number of written questions

(Letter dated 11 June 2010 from Hon LEE Wing-tat to the Chairman of the
House Committee (LC Paper No. CB(2) 1822/09-10(01))

(LC Paper No. CB(3) 798/09-10)

44. At the invitation of the Chairman, Mr LEE Wing-tat said that he noted
that over the past six months, many public officers tended to give lengthy
replies to oral questions at Council meetings. They often took some 12 to 13
minutes to reply to the main question, and another five minutes to the first
supplementary question, leaving little time for Members to ask further
supplementary questions. As only about 20 minutes were alotted for each
oral guestion, it was often the case that only the Member who raised the oral
guestion and one or two other Members were able to ask supplementary
questions. He suggested specifying in the relevant rules that not less than 10
minutes should be allowed for Members to ask supplementary questions to
each oral question. He further said that a Member often had to wait about
three to four weeks for the allocation of a dot for a written question. He
stressed that Members would only raise questions on important issues. He
suggested that consideration should be given to allowing each Member to raise
at least one written question at each Council meeting. Mr LEE suggested
inviting CRoP to consider his suggestions.

45. Mr TAM Yiu-chung said that as Chairman of CRoP, he agreed to include
the matters raised by Mr LEE in the agenda of CRoP meetings for discussion.

46. Members agreed that the matters be referred to CRoP for consideration.

47.  There being no other business, the meeting ended at 2:52 pm.

Council Business Division 2
Legidative Council Secretariat

23 June 2010



