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(1)

Chinese language proficiency requirements
for entry to the civil service

Hon IP Kwok-him (Ora Reply)

At present, the appointment requirements for most civil
service posts stipulate that the applicants must meet the
Chinese and English language proficiency requirements.
Quite a number of Hong Kong permanent residents who are
South Asians have relayed to me that they were not offered
appointment to the civil service because they failed to meet
the Chinese language proficiency requirements. In this
connection, will the Government inform this Council:

(@ among those persons applying for civil service
vacancies at junior, middle and senior ranks in the
recent three years, of the respective numbers of
Hong Kong permanent residents of South Asian
descent who had been appointed and rejected;

(b) whether any of the permanent residents of South
Asian descent in (a) were not appointed solely
because their Chinese language proficiency did not
meet the appointment requirements; if not, of the
reasons why they were not appointed; and

(c) of the detalls of the amendments made by the
Government since the reunification in respect of the
Chinese language proficiency requirements for
appointment as civil servants (including expatriate
civil servants) at different levels?
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(12)

Shatin to Central Link

Hon Starry L EE Wai-king (Written Reply)

In its consultation paper on the Kowloon City section of the
Shatin to Central Link (“SCL”) project issued to the
Kowloon City District Council on 21 May last year, the
MTR Corporation Limited (“MTRCL") has proposed setting
up a temporary works area (“works area’) in the Kai Tak
Development Area. It is expected that the works area will
cover about 20 hectares and will be used for material storage
and installation of concrete batching, stirring and rock
crushing facilities. Quite a number of residents in the
vicinity of the proposed works area (such as Grand
Waterfront, Sky Tower and Wyler Gardens, etc.) have
relayed to me their worries that the excessive size of the
works area and the close proximity of its facilities to the
residential area would lead to serious noise, air and traffic
nuisances, thus affecting their daily life. In this
connection, will the Government inform this Council:

@ of the detaills of the arrangements for various
facilitiesin the aforesaid works areg;

(b) given that the Government and MTRCL have
engaged an environmental consultant to conduct a
thorough environmental impact assessment on the
installation and operation of the aforesaid SCL
project and its related temporary facilities, when the
assessment  report will be completed and the
contents of the report publicized to the public, so as
to facilitate members of the public to express their
views on the contents,

(© whether the authorities will undertake to arrange for
the facilities, which may give rise to the aforesaid
nuisances in the works area, to be located as far
away from the residential area as practicable; if they
will, of the details; if not, the reasons for that; what
new specific measures they have in place to reduce
the nuisances to residents in the district during the
implementation of the SCL project; and



(d) whether it will, in response to the request by the
residents in the district, review afresh the size of the
works area; if it will, of the details; if not, the
reasons for that?
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(15)

Abandoned or stray animals

Hon Audrey EU Y uet-mee (Written Reply)

It was reported that a member of the public, after learning
that the three stray dogs staying in her neighbourhood had
been caught by the staff of the Agriculture, Fisheries and
Conservation Department (“AFCD”), clamed to be the
dogs owner to prevent them from being euthanized, but she
was eventually charged for failing to obtain the licences
required for the dogs she kept. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council:

@ of the numbers of stray cats and dogs received by
AFCD last year; and among the cats and dogs
caught and received by AFCD, the respective
numbers of those reclamed by their owners and
adopted by the public;

(b) whether the authorities have any mechanism in
place at present for reviewing the cases in which
stray animals are assessed by the veterinary officers
of AFCD that they should be euthanized; if not, of
the reasons for that;

(c) whether the authorities will consider amending the
relevant legidation and reviewing the existing
measures, so as to encourage more people to apply
for the adoption of stray animals and prevent people
from being prosecuted for offences similar to the
aforesaid one;

(d) how the authorities determine the time that a stray
animal can stay in AFCD’s anima management
centre after being caught or received and before they
are finaly adopted or euthanized; whether the
authorities will consider extending the time limit for
the application for adopting such animals, so that
the anima welfare organizations concerned will
have sufficient time to apply for adoption to prevent
such animals from being euthanized unnecessarily;



(€)

(f)

(9)

of the reasons for the authorities alowing members
of the public to adopt animas which have been
caught or received by them only through animal
welfare organizations at present; whether they will
consider allowing members of the public to apply
directly to AFCD’s animal management centre for
adoption of the animals caught; if not, of the reasons
for that;

of the details of the authorities’ existing vetting and
approval for applications from animal welfare
organizations for participating in the AFCD
Re-home Scheme; whether they will consider
amending the relevant conditions, so as to
encourage more organizations to participate in this
Scheme; and

of the details of the authorities’ latest publicity work
on the Re-home Scheme; whether they will step up
publicity so that more members of the public will
participate in this Scheme?



