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The relationship among the executive authorities,
the legislature and the judiciary

Hon Albert HO Chun-yan (Oral Reply)

It has been reported that during his visit to Hong Kong in
2008, State Vice-President XI Jinping pointed out that there
should be mutual understanding and support among the
executive authorities, the legislature and the judiciary. On
the eve of the 10th anniversary of the reunification of Macao
in November last year, Vice-Minister of the Hong Kong and
Macao Affairs Office of the State Council ZHANG
Xiaoming praised the relationship among the executive
authorities, the legislature and the judiciary of Macao for
putting emphasis on complementing one another. In
response to such remarks, Deputy Director of the Liaison
Office of the Central People’s Government in the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region LI Gang stated that
Macao and Hong Kong could draw reference from each
other. Besides, Chief Justice Andrew LI of the Court of
Final Appeal pointed out at the Ceremonial Opening of this
Legal Year that the system in Hong Kong involved checks
and balances among the executive authorities, the legislature
and the judiciary. He also pointed out at a subsequent
press conference that the legal system of Macao was entirely
not suitable for Hong Kong. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council:

(@) whether it has plans to cause the executive
authorities, the legislature and the judiciary of Hong
Kong to move towards the direction of
understanding, supporting and complementing one
another; if so, of the content of those plans; if not,
the reasons for not implementing such plans;

(b) whether it is prepared to maintain the system of
checks and balances among the executive authorities,
the legislature and the judiciary; if not, of the
reasons for that; and

(©) whether it will draw reference from the governance
experience of Macao; if so, whether it has assessed
which aspects of the composition and arrangements
of the executive authorities, the legislature and the
judiciary of Macao are worthy of Hong Kong
drawing reference; if such an assessment has been
made, of the results?
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Measures to stabilize the development of schools

Hon CHEUNG Man-kwong (Oral Reply)

It has been reported that according to the Education Bureau,
the intake of Secondary 1 students in the coming school year
will substantially decrease by 6 300, and will decrease
further from this year’s 63 000 to 42 000 within the next
five years. It has also been reported that according to the
estimation of some members of the school sector, around 50
to 60 secondary schools may cease operation in the new
school year. The Secretary for Education recently visited
associations of school heads in various districts to consult
the principals on measures to mitigate the impact of
declining population on secondary schools. Given that it
has been pointed out by some members of the school sector
that with the commencement of implementation of the new
senior secondary (“NSS”) academic structure in this school
year, schools are keenly waiting for the authorities to
formulate measures to stabilize the development of schools,
so that both the principals and teachers can concentrate their
efforts on implementing the NSS academic structure and
dealing with other onerous reform-related matters, including
the addition of the Liberal Studies subject, Other Learning
Experiences and Student Learning Profile, integration of
certain subjects, gradual increase in the number of subjects
with school-based assessment (“SBA”) and increasing
weightings of SBA components in the concerned subjects,
next cycle of external school reviews, and arrangements
related to fine-tuning of the medium of instruction for
schools, will the Government set out the views collected in
the consultation exercise and inform this Council of the new
measures which the authorities will implement to stabilize
the development of schools, in order to help schools
implement various reform measures under the NSS
academic structure smoothly, and whether the new measures
will include suspending the policy wunder which
under-enrolled schools have to be closed?
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Medical assistance for patients with cataract

Hon Audrey EU Yuet-mee (Written Reply)

In recent years, the number of patients waiting to receive
cataract surgery at public hospitals has persistently increased
and the waiting time has also continued to increase. In this
connection, will the Government inform this Council:

(@) whether it knows the amount of resources allocated
by the Hospital Authority to cope with the medical
needs of patients with cataract in the last financial
year;

(b) of the average waiting time for cataract surgery in
public hospitals at present;

(©) of the current number of patients of public hospitals
with cataract, broken down by age groups (below 50
years old, followed by groups covering 10 years
each and up to 80 years old or above); and

(d) whether the Government has any plan to provide
more medical allowances (such as in the form of
health care vouchers) for elderly patients waiting to
receive cataract surgery, so as to facilitate their use
of private medical services?
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Regulation of private columbarium facilities

Hon Starry LEE Wai-king (Written Reply)

It has been reported that some property owners have, in
exploitation of the grey areas of existing legislation,
renovated their units in tenement buildings on land zoned as
Residential (Group A) and, without obtaining the license for
operating a temple or applying for changes in land use,
operate them in the form of Taoist monasteries to provide
hundreds of private columbarium niches. It has also been
reported that in the absence of any licensing regime for the
regulation of private columbarium facilities at present, the
Government has indicated that it will examine setting up a
voluntary registration system. However, the effectiveness
of such a registration system is open to question. In this
connection, will the Government inform this Council:

@) of the number of complaints received by the
authorities in respect of operation of temples in
different forms in tenement buildings in each of the
past three years and, among them, the number of
complaints involving columbarium niches, the
nature of such complaints, and how the authorities
followed up the complaints;

(b) given that the problem of operating columbarium
facilities in tenement buildings falls within the
scope of work of various government departments
such as Planning Department, Lands Department
and Food and Environmental Hygiene Department,
whether the Government will consider designating a
government department to deal with the problem in
a uniform manner; if it will, of the details; if not, the
reasons for that; and

(©) whether it will consider afresh the setting up of a
licensing system for the regulation of private
columbarium facilities, so as to put the operation of
private columbarium facilities onto the right track; if
it will not, of the reasons for that?



