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Member will ask the question in this language
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Y outh drug abuse problem

Hon Starry LEE Wai-king (Oral Reply)

According to the 2008-2009 Survey of Drug Use among
Students (“the Survey”) released by the Narcotics Division
of the Security Bureau at the end of last month, the number
of secondary school students who had abused drugs soared
30% to 20 000 when compared to the 2004-2005 Survey.
The number of senior primary school students who had
abused drugs exceeded 3000, and among the schools
sampled in the Survey, 90% of them had students who had
abused drugs. Some organizations indicated that as shown
by the Survey results, 90% of the primary and secondary
schools in Hong Kong have been infiltrated by drugs,
indicating that primary schools have replaced secondary
schools as the front line of this anti-drug war. Yet, it was
not until July last year that the Government announced the
launch of the community-wide campaign against drug
abuse. Moreover, as revealed by the Survey, most of the
secondary schools students who had abused drugs believed
that using drugs would affect their appearance, harm their
health and affect their studies. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council:

@ of the respective measures adopted in primary and
secondary schools in the past 10years for
combating the infiltration of drugs into school
campus; for early identification and provision of
support for primary school students who abuse
drugs, of the specific measures put in place by the
Government to help primary schools take a more
positive attitude in dealing with the problem of drug
abuse among their students, so as to avoid the
anti-drug efforts on school campus being affected
by the worries of schools about their reputation;

(b) focusing on the fact that most of the secondary
school students who abuse drugs keep on doing so
although they recognize the harm of drug addiction,
whether the authorities will review afresh the
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existing anti-drug publicity strategies and means to
fight against the spread of drug abuse, including
enhancement of the efforts at different levels in
teaching teenagers how to face negative emotions; if
they will, of the details; if not, the reasons for that;
whether they will review afresh the existing
supporting measures for assisting teenagers in
rehabilitation from drug addiction, including the
policy on rehabilitation centres-cum-schools; if they
will, of the details; if not, the reasons for that; and

given that the Survey outcome reflect that the
situation of youth drug abuse is very serious and
spreading in schools, yet no student has been found
to have abused drugs since the implementation of
the Trial Scheme on School Drug Testing in the Tai
Po District in December last year, whether the
authorities will consider reviewing the effectiveness
of the scheme earlier, so as to achieve more
effectively the objective of early identification?
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The redevelopment project at Hanoi Road in Tsim Sha Tsui

Hon WONG Sing-chi (Oral Reply)

The redevelopment and planning processes of the
redevelopment project at Hanoi Road in Tsim Sha Tsui,
which was jointly undertaken by the Urban Renewal
Authority (“URA™) and a private developer, as well as the
circumstances surrounding the sales of its flats, have
recently aroused public concern. In this connection, will
the Government inform this Council, given that it has been
reported that:

@ the Town Planning Board (“TPB”) has approved a
change of land use of the redevelopment site from
commercia use to commercia/residential use, and
permitted a high plot ratio of 12.366 for the project,
which is higher than the plot ratio of 10 or 9
generally granted to sites for commercial/residential
use, whether it knows TPB’s justifications for
making such decisions, why the sale of serviced
apartments under the project was permitted, whether
the permission for the sale of such apartments has
violated any requirement or guideline, and whether
this is at variance with the genera procedure for
approval;

(b) the aforesad developer has entered into a
partnership with URA’s predecessor, the Land
Development Corporation (“LDC”), to implement
the project in its capacity as an owner affected by
the redevelopment, and that among the urban
redevelopment projects undertaken by LDC or
URA, this is so far the only project in which
participation by an affected owner is alowed,
whether it knows why the owner is permitted to
participate in the project, why the project partner
was not determined through public tender, and
whether the relevant principles or reasons will be
applicable to future redevel opment projects; and
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some companies which are connected with the
major shareholder of the developer have purchased
several residential units under the project during the
initial sale in the open market, but the transaction
details have never been disclosed, whether the
authorities will check all information concerning the
property transactions under the project to find out if
there are other similar purchases, and investigate the
incident to ascertain if the developer has made use
of the above purchase to produce confusing market
information so as to attract buyers to purchase other
residential units under the project?



