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Implementing gender mainstreaming and promoting gender equality

(4)

Hon CHEUNG Man-kwong (Oral Reply)

Regarding the efforts to implement gender mainstreaming
and promote gender equality, will the Executive Authorities
inform this Council:

(@)

(b)

(©)

given that the information provided by the Home
Affairs Bureau has indicated that the overal
women's participation rate in advisory and statutory
bodies (“ASBS’) was 27.6% as at April 2009, of the
current number of ASBs with less than 30% of their
non-official members being women, together with a
table setting out the numbers and percentages of
such non-official members on each ASB; whether it
has assessed the reasons for women’s participation
rate falling short of 30%; if it has, of the outcome;

whether at present the authorities have any plan to
raise the work target of at least 25% for each gender
for the purpose of appointing non-official members
of ASBs; if they have such a plan, of the timeframe
and details; if not, the reasons for that; and

given that the Government has indicated that to
encourage and promote women's participation in
community affairs, the appointing authorities will
continue to adopt various measures to identify and
cultivate more women to participate in the work of
ASBs, including conveying the message to
professiona bodies or institutions that the
Government is making efforts in enhancing
women’s participation rate in ASBs, of the specific
actions taken by the Government since June 2009,
and whether it has assessed the effectiveness of such
actions; if it has, of the assessment outcome?
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Enforcement of the Hotdl and Guesthouse Accommodation

Ordinance

Hon Abraham SHEK Lai-him (Written Reply)

In January this year, officers of the Office of the Licensing
Authority (“OLA”) under the Home Affairs Department
inspected a suspected unlicensed guesthouse at Castle Peak
Road in Yuen Long. A man and a woman involved in the
case were subsequently convicted of contravening the Hotel
and Guesthouse Accommodation Ordinance (Cap. 349) and
were fined $3,000 and $1,500 respectively. It has been
learnt that similar prosecutions are instituted by the
authorities almost every month.  In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council:

@ of the number of inspections conducted by OLA
officers on suspected unlicensed guesthouses in the
past three years, as well as the respective numbers
of reports made by members of the public,
prosecutions instituted and convicted cases together
with the penalties imposed,;

(b) whether it has assessed the deterrent effect of the
existing prosecution policy and the penalties
imposed by the court on the operation of unlicensed
guesthouses; if so, of the details; if not, the reasons
for that; and

(© given that the operation of unlicensed guesthouses
may endanger the structural safety of buildings in
which they are located as well as the personal safety
of lodgers in such guesthouses, cause nuisances to
other residents and give rise to many other problems,
yet the situation has not improved over the years,
whether the authorities will consider amending the
legidation and increasing the penalties so as to
enhance deterrent effect; if they will, of the details;
if not, the reasons for that?
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In memory of Mr WONG Fuk-wing

Hon MrsRegina IP LAU Suk-yee (Written Reply)

WONG Fuk-wing (*“WONG”), a Hong Kong resident,
sacrificed his life when trying to save others during the
earthquake in Yushu County in Qingha. He was
participating in voluntary work in an orphanage in Yushu
County when the quake struck. WONG had already
escaped and could have survived the calamity, but after
learning that some teachers and students did not escape in
time and were trapped under the fallen rubble, he braved the
danger and returned immediately to the orphanage to rescue
them. Unfortunately, aftershocks followed and some of the
shaky houses eventualy collapsed. The teachers and
students rescued from the orphanage by WONG suffered
only minor injuries, but he was buried alive and lost hislife.
In this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

€)) whether it will make special arrangements for
WONG's funeral apat from the plan to
posthumously award him the Medal for Bravery
(Gold);

(b) how it will advocate to the public WONG’s spirit of
selflessness, universal love, patriotism and
self-sacrifice, e.g. whether consideration will be
given to naming a building after WONG in his
memory; and

(© whether it will consider setting up a volunteers
fund to encourage and support the services and
work carried out on the Mainland by Hong Kong
volunteers such asWONG?



