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Member will ask the question in this language
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(1)

Nuclear-related events

in Daya Bay Nuclear Power Station and its reporting system

Hon TAM Yiu-chung (Oral Reply)

A small increase in radioactivity was observed in the reactor
cooling water at Unit 2 of the Daya Bay Nuclear Power
Station on 23 May this year. On the day following the
disclosure of the incident by the media on 14 June, CLP
Power Hong Kong Limited (“CLP"), one of the shareholders
of the nuclear power station, issued a statement stating that
the incident was “a minor operationa incident” with no
impact on public safety, public health or the environment, and
as the incident was not significant enough to be classified as
belonging to any of the levels under the International Nuclear
Event Scale (“INES’) adopted by the International Atomic
Energy Agency, it was therefore not necessary to activate the
reporting system.  Yet, it has been reported that a member of
the Daya Bay Nuclear Power Station Safety Advisory
Committee (“Advisory Committee”) has queried that CLP
had underestimated the impact of the incident. In this
connection, will the Government inform this Council:

(@ when and through what channel the Government
learnt about the aforesaid incident; how the
Government has assessed the impact of the incident
and of the assessment outcome;

(b) given that there have been occasional “Below
Scae’ and “Level 1" incidents since the
commissioning of the Daya Bay Nuclear Power
Station, whether it knows the persons who are
responsible for grading such incidents, and whether
the previous incidents have al been reported in
accordance with the existing mechanism; and

(© given that it has been reported that the deputy
chairman of the Advisory Committee has openly
criticized the current communication and
notification mechanism between the Government
and the Advisory Committee to be inadequate,
whether the Government has planned to review the
existing reporting system on nuclear incidents; if it
has, of the details?
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(2)

Transfer of Hong Kong residents
from the Mainland to hospitals in Hong Kong

Hon CHAN Kam-lam (Oral Reply)

Under existing arrangements, if Hong Kong residents who
are taken ill or injured on the Mainland wish to be
transferred by ambulances back to Hong Kong for treatment,
prior coordination has to be made between the medical
personnel in Hong Kong and on the Mainland before they
travel in mainland ambulances to the boundary control
points where they change to travel in Hong Kong
ambulances to the hospitals. Some members of the public
have pointed out that while it takes only some 10-odd
minutes to change from one ambulance to another, the
movement may aggravate the conditions of the patients and
even delay treatment. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council whether:

(@ it knows the number of cases of Hong Kong
residents being transferred by ambulances from the
Mainland back to Hong Kong for treatment in each
of the past five years;

(b) it has assessed the impact caused by the transfer
from one ambulance to another on the conditions of
the persons concerned; and

(© the authorities will consider introducing a pilot
scheme in the Pearl River Delta cities to allow
mainland hospitals to transfer in ambulances Hong
Kong residents who are taken ill or injured direct to
the hospitals in Hong Kong for treatment?
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Relocation arrangement for paper recyclers affected by

the decommissioning of Kwun Tong Public Cargo Working Area

(5)

Hon WONG Kwok-kin (Oral Reply)

The existing Berth Licence Agreement for the Kwun Tong
Public Cargo Working Area (“PCWA”) will expire in July
2011. To complement the development of the Kai Tak
promenade, the Government has planned to decommission
PCWA, but it has not yet reached consensus with the 12
affected paper recyclers on a new operation site. | have
learnt that if those 12 paper recyclers are forced to wind up
their business, the livelihood of tens of thousands of workers
will be adversely affected. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council:

(@ of the average dally quantity of waste paper
disposed of at Kwun Tong PCWA at present, and its
percentage in the total quantity of waste paper
disposed of in Hong Kong; whether the Government
has assessed the average increase in the daily
amount of waste paper to be delivered to the landfill
areas for disposal upon the cessation of business of
the aforesaid 12 paper recyclers, whether the
authorities will consider reserving a piece of land at
a nearby place or a the Gin Drinkers Bay PCWA
for the paper recyclers to continue their operation,
aswell as improving the quality of management and
the facilities with a view to developing the place
into a waste paper recycling centre; if they will, of
the details; if not, the reasons for that;

(b) whether the authorities have any comprehensive
long-term policy and target for the recycling trade at
present, and whether they have any plan to offer
assistance to the local recycling trade; if so, of the
details, including the targets and measures for
recycling waste paper; if not, whether they will
consider formulating such policies, targets and
plans; and



(©)

whether the authorities will consider making
reference to the proposal for building an incinerator
in Tuen Mun and, in relocating the aforesaid 12
paper recyclers, provide comprehensive
enhancement to their new operation site to
complement the development of Ka Tak and its
neighbouring communities so that the residents will
accept the operation of recyclers in the district; if
they will, of the details, if not, the reasons for that?



