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V. Subsidiary legidation relating to the Castle Peak Bay Immigration
Centre
(LC Paper No. CB(2)633/09-10(04))

34. Under Secretary for Security (US for S) briefed members on four
amendment orders which the Administration planned to make for transferring the
management of the Castle Peak Bay Immigration Centre (CIC) from Correctional
Services Department (CSD) to Immigration Department (ImmD) and other
related matters as detailed in the Administration's paper. He stressed that all of
the four amendment orders were solely for the management of CIC by ImmD,
without any change of the treatment of the detainees in practice.

35 The Deputy Chairman recalled that residents of Tuen Mun strongly
opposed the establishment of CIC inthe area. He referred to paragraph 2 of the
Administration's paper and asked whether there was a decreasing demand for
detention places at CIC and whether it should be closed since there was another
detention centre of asimilar nature at Ma Tau Kok in the urban area.

36. In response, US for S stated that a liaison group comprising
representatives from ImmD, CSD, the Hong Kong Police Force, Tuen Mun
District Council, and neighbouring housing estates had been established in July
2005 in relation to CIC's operations. Over the past five years, the
Administration and the liaison group had maintained close communication and
Tuen Mun residents were currently relieved about CIC's operations in the area.

37. USfor S emphasized that CIC, with a capacity of 400 detention places,
had to be retained despite the decreasing demand. He explained that the Ma Tau
Kok Detention Centre (MDC) had a capacity of 80 detention places and a daily
occupancy of about 50 detainees. It was a facility for short term detention
purposes. Since there were only about 30 spare detention places available at
MDC and a daily average of over 200 detainees at CIC, it was necessary to keep
CIC in operation. He assured members that the Administration was monitoring
the demand for CIC.

38. Ms Cyd HO expressed concern about whether the four amendment orders
would alter detainees right in respect of visits by their legal advisers. USfor S
stated that the treatment of detainees at CIC would not be changed after the
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management of CIC was transferred from CSD to ImmD, including the
arrangements in respect of visits by legal advisers and family members.

39. The Deputy Chairman stated that to his knowledge, the Commissioner of
Correctional Services would allow the visits of prominent persons, with a
reasonable cause, to detainees. He asked whether this arrangement would
continue after ImmD took over the management of CIC.

40. US for S responded that although operations of CSD and ImmD were
governed by different legidation, there would be no difference in the
arrangements regarding visits to detainees. He mentioned that under the Prison
Rules (Cap. 234A), each detainee had the right to be provided with a separate bed
and adequate blankets. While there were no similar provisions under the
Immigration (Treatment of Detainees) Order, ImmD would ensure, through
administrative arrangements, that every detainee was provided with a separate
bed and adequate blankets.

41. The Deputy Chairman questioned the rationale for implementing such a
requirement through administrative rather than legislative means. He
requested the Administration to provide a comparison of the treatment of
detainees, plus the relevant legislation, before and after ImmD took over the
management of CIC from CSD.




