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Mr. Yuu Tang-wah, Edward, JP
Secretary for the Environment
46/, Revenue Tower, § Gloucester Road,

Wanchai, Hong Kong
(By fax 2517 7298 and mail)

Deur Mr Yau,

The government has previously declared its commitment to reducing the
indiscriminate use of plastic shapping bags.

Wc arc concemed by a recent press repart quoting an anonymous “yovernment
source” sy suggesting that the gavernment might abundon the plan of extending the
plastic bag levy to uther retail outlcts. According to the “source”, if the first phase of
the levy scheme proves to be successful, there might not be & need (o require other
outlets to collect the levy.

The Hong Kong Retail Management Associution (“HKRMA”) has never balieved u
limited achemie is effective in reducing overall plastic bag usuge.  Tf phase ane of the
scheme is cffective, it provides a most compelling reaxon to extend the scheme, not
halting it or retreating from it. Tf the government is genuine In its cfforts to reduce
what it seus a3 Indiscriminate uxe of plastic bags, the logical rexponse to u successfu)
first phase should be cnhanced effans to follow through the policy.

However, any success claimed in the first phase nust Le examined in & broador
perspective.  The first phaxe covers only 4% of retail outlets in Hong Kong, and there
are no measurcs in place 1o access the cffectiveness of the scheme. Indeed, the EPD
stiill has not released the result of the survey conducted in June prior to the
commencement of the scheme.  We again request you to release the results
now. The HKRMA trusts that the press reporr in question is 2 misreprescntation of
the governmenl's cuITent Views.
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We welcome your conlirmation about current policy and look forward to lurther
diacugsion regurding phase 2 of the scheme.

Yours sincerely,

Caroline Mak
Chairman

c.c. l.cgCo Panel un Environmental Affairs (Fax; 2869 6794)
Business Facllitation Advikory Committee (Fax: 2537 7566)
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