Panel on Transport
Meeting on 28 May 2010
Information note on facilities of cycle tracks in Hong Kong
The subject of facilities of cycle tracks has not been discussed by the Panel
on Transport before. To facilitate members' discussion on the item "General
improvement measures to cycle tracks" at the meeting on 28 May 2010, the
following extracts from relevant documents are attached for members'
reference (a) Legislative Council question on "Facilities of cycle tracks and
promotion of cycling tourism" raised at the Council meeting on 12 November
2008 and the Administration's reply [LC Paper No. CB(2)2250/07-08(01)];
(b) Legislative Council question on "Cycling facilities and promotion of
cycling" raised at the Council meeting on 30 April 2008 and the
Administration's reply [LC Paper No. CB(2)2250/07-08(01)];
(c) Legislative Council question on "Development of cycle tracks in
urban areas" raised at the Council meeting on 11 March 2009 and the
Administration's reply [LC Paper No. CB(2)2250/07-08(01)]; and
(d) Referral from the Panel on Development on issues relating to
promotion of cycling as a means of transportation [LC Paper No.
CB(2)2470/08-09].
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****************************
Following is a question by the Hon Lau Kong-wah and a
written reply by the Secretary for Development, Mrs Carrie Lam,
in the Legislative Council today (November 12):
Question:
Regarding the facilities of cycle tracks and the promotion
of cycling tourism, will the Government inform this Council:
(a) of the number of complaints about the existing ancillary
facilities of cycle tracks it received over the past three
years, with a breakdown by the subject matter of such
complaints; whether it has regularly inspected the existing
facilities of cycle tracks and carried out improvement works
with reference to public views;
(b) whether it will, by making reference to the efforts of
other places (for example Taiwan and Europe) in encouraging
cycling tourism activities, study ways to promote cycling
tourism, including providing cyclists with information such as
suggested routes and notes for guidance; and
(c) as there were several fatal traffic accidents involving
bicycles in recent years, whether it has examined the ways to
ensure the safety of cyclists when developing cycle track
networks; if it has, of the details; if not, the reasons for
that?
Reply:
President,
(a) The number of complaints received on the ancillary
facilities of cycle tracks in the past three years is as
follows:

Facilities
---------Bicycle parking spaces
Traffic signs
Railings

Number of Complaints
-------------------81
60
83
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operated by Leisure and Cultural Services Department

The Government regularly inspects the cycle tracks and
ancillary facilities under its maintenance purview to ensure
that they are maintained in good condition for public use. For
instance, the Highways Department inspects the cycle tracks
under its ambit at least once every half a year. In addition,
the Government reviews from time to time the adequacy of these
facilities taking into consideration the usage of the cycle
tracks and the adjacent road traffic as well as public
opinions, and will make improvements wherever appropriate and
practicable.
(b) According to overseas experience in developing cycling
tourism, cycling routes usually link up various sightseeing
spots, or integrate with nearby sightseeing spots to form a
cluster of attractions. Safety is fundamental to welldeveloped cycling routes, along which ancillary facilities and
services, such as safety and sanitary facilities, signage and
convenient bicycle rental services, should be provided to
travellers. The Government is liaising closely with the
tourism industry and the Hong Kong Tourism Board (HKTB) on
promotion of cycling tourism. HKTB is actively developing new
tourism products including cycling tourism by making reference
to the experience of other regions in the world.
Having regard to the planning of the relevant cycle track
networks and the development of the local ancillary facilities,
the Government will, in collaboration with the tourism industry
and HKTB, study the demand for cycling tourism in the key
source markets and the feasibility of developing cycling
tourism. Starting from November 2008, HKTB together with the
tourism industry will launch guided cycling tours under the
Nature Kaleidoscope Programme to promote cycling travel
activities around the Deep Bay and Mai Po areas in Northwest
New Territories to overseas visitors so as to test out the
market.
(c) In developing the cycle track networks, the Government
will give due consideration to the design of the cycle tracks,
including alignment, curvature, gradient, width, sight distance
as well as connectivity with existing cycle tracks. Adequate
lighting, traffic signs, road markings and railings will also
be provided along cycle tracks to safeguard the safety of
cyclists and other road users.
Ends/Wednesday, November 12, 2008
Issued at HKT 14:01
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**************************************************
Following is a question by the Hon Frederick Fung and a
written reply by the Secretary for Transport and Housing, Ms
Eva Cheng, at the Legislative Council meeting today (April 30):
Question:
Regarding cycling facilities and the promotion of cycling,
will the Government inform this Council:
(a) of a breakdown by district council district, of the
locations of all public cycle tracks, bicycle parking spaces
and cycle parks, the responsible government departments
(including the design, planning, construction and management of
these facilities), as well as the respective numbers of traffic
accidents involving bicycles in various districts last year and
the resultant casualties;
(b) whether it has assessed if there is any overlap in the
functions of the above government departments, and how these
departments should be coordinated to make them accountable to
the public for their work in ensuring the safety of cycling
facilities and reducing traffic accidents involving bicycles,
and whether it will consider formulating a central policy on
cycling and setting up an inter-departmental committee to
coordinate the management of cycling facilities and promotion
of cycling; and
(c) whether it will consider studying the effect of
encouraging the public to cycle on air quality and health, and
whether it will cooperate with local cycling organizations to
offer cycling training courses to all primary school pupils for
free or at low fees?
Reply:
Madam President,
(a) & (b) The total length of public cycle tracks, the number
of bicycle parking spaces and leisure venues with cycling
facilities in Hong Kong, with a breakdown down by district
council district, are set out at Annex 1. The locations of
cycle tracks are at Annex 2, and those of leisure venues with
cycling facilities are at Annex 3. Since the number of bicycle
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parking spaces is very high and such spaces are widely
distributed in each district, we have not set out all the
information and the detailed locations. If Members would like
to know the locations of the bicycle parking spaces in public
places and within public housing estates of individual
districts, we can provide the detailed information.
The number of traffic accidents and casualties involving
bicycles in 2007, with a breakdown by district, is at Annex 4.
The functions of the various government departments in the
design, planning, construction, management and maintenance of
cycling facilities are set out at Annex 5.
We consider that while the functions of the various
departments are finely delineated, there is no overlap in these
functions. The departments have also been cooperating closely
in the planning and design of cycling facilities. In addition,
Transport Department is responsible for coordinating the safety
of cycling facilities. At this stage, we do not consider there
is a need to set up an inter-departmental committee to
coordinate the management of cycling facilities.
(c) Hong Kong is densely populated. To strike a balance
between the need to alleviate traffic congestion and air
pollution, we have all along been actively pursuing the policy
of having the public transport system as the main transport
mode and encourage the public to make use of the mass public
transport system and other public transport services. Railway
is the backbone of our transport system, with franchised buses
and public light buses providing feeder services to the railway
network so as to reduce vehicles on road and their impact on
air quality. As the road network and public transport system in
Hong Kong are well developed, the general road traffic is heavy
and road space is limited, under our transport policy and based
on road safety and traffic considerations, we do not encourage
the use of bicycles as a transport mode in the urban areas.
Cycling is a recreational activity which is good for both
physical and mental health. Leisure and Cultural Services
Department (LCSD) provides subvention to the Hong Kong Cycling
Association on a yearly basis under the School Sports Programme
for organisation of cycling training courses and activities for
primary and secondary students in Hong Kong. The Programme
includes the Demonstrations, the Easy Sport Programme and the
Outreach Coaching Programme. Participating schools may conduct
their training and demonstration in their school campuses or in
LCSD venues where bicycles are provided. In 2007-08, LCSD
organised a total of 59 training courses for about 3,200
participants and the subvention accounted for about 70% to 85%
of the programme expenses.
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LCSD also provides subvention to the Hong Kong Cycling
Association on a yearly basis for the organisation of Cycling
Proficiency Course for members of the public aged between 6 and
55 in all districts. The content includes basic cycling skills
and knowledge on the structure of bicycles so as to enhance the
participants' interest in cycling.
Ends/Wednesday, April 30, 2008
Issued at HKT 17:00
NNNN

http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/200804/30/P200804300198.htm

2010/5/18

Annex 1

Total Length of Public Cycle Tracks,
Number of Bicycle Parking Space and
Leisure Venues with Cycling Facilities

District

New Territories
Sha Tin
Tai Po
North
Sai Kung
Kwai Tsing
Tusen Wan
Tuen Mun
Yuen Long
Islands
Kowloon
Yau Tsim Mong
Sham Shui Po
Kowloon City
Wong Tai Sin
Kwun Tong
Hong Kong Island
Eastern
Wanchai
Central & Western
Southern
Total

Total Length of
Public Cycle
Tracks (km)

Number of
Bicycle Parking
Spaces

Number of
Leisure Venues
with Cycling
Facilities

40.8
33.9
21.2
9.8
0
0
15.2
32.3
3.9

10,617
3,475
3,185
3,016
0
30
3,893
11,554
5,047

2
0
1
0
0
1
2
0
0

0.5
0
0
0
0

0
60
0
0
0

1
1
1
0
2

0
0
0
0.6

8
0
0
0

3
1
0
0

158.2

40,885

15

Annex 2
Locations of Public Cycle Tracks

District

Location of Public Cycle Tracks

New Territories
Sha Tin

Tolo Highway; Shing Mun River Channel; Shek Mun; A
Kung Kok; Ma On Shan; Wu Kai Sha; Siu Lek Yuen;
Yuen Chau Kok; Fo Tan; Wo Che; Tai Wai

Tai Po

Tai Wo Road; Ting Kok Road; Tolo Highway

North
Sai Kung
Tuen Mun
Yuen Long
Islands

Pak Wo Road; Wo Hop Shek; Shek Wu Hui; Luen Wo
Hui; Sha Tau Kok Road – Lung Yeuk Tau
Po Lam; Hang Hau; Tiu Keng Leng; Wan Po Road near
Tsueng Kwan O Industrial Area
Wu King Road; Lung Mun Road near Butterfly Beach
Park; Tuen Mun River Channel near Wu Shan Riverside
Park; Tuen Mun Station; Tin King; Lam Tei
Hung Shui Kiu; Ping Shan; Wang Chau; Castle Peak
Road – Yuen Long section; Kam Tin Road; Tin Shui Wai
Tung Chung Road; Yu Tung Road

Kowloon
Yau Tsim Mong

West Kowloon Waterfront Promenade

Hong Kong Island
Southern

Cyberport

Annex 3

Locations of Leisure Venues with Cycling Facilities

Location of Leisure Venues
with Cycling Facilities

District
New Territories
Sha Tin




Siu Lek Yuen Road Playground
Sha Tin Road Safety Park

North



Pak Wo Road Playground

Tsuen Wan



Tsuen Wan Park (for Children)

Tuen Mun




Tuen Mun Park
Wu Shan Recreation Playground

Yau Tsim Mong



West Kowloon Waterfront Promenade

Sham Shui Po



Lai Chi Kok Park (Skateboard Ground)

Kowloon City



Carpenter Road Park

Kwun Tong




Kung Lok Road Playground
Kowloon Bay Park

Eastern





Quarry Bay Park
Yee Shing Lane Temporary Sitting-out Area
Siu Sai Wan Road Garden

Wanchai



Morrison Hill Road Playground

Kowloon

Hong Kong Island

Annex 4
Number of traffic accidents and casualties
involving bicycles in 2007

District
New Territories
Sha Tin
Tai Po
North
Sai Kung
Kwai Tsing
Tusen Wan
Tuen Mun
Yuen Long
Islands
Kowloon
Yau Tsim
Mong
Sham Shui Po
Kowloon City
Wong Tai Sin
Kwun Tong
Hong Kong Island
Eastern
Wanchai
Central &
Western
Southern
Total

Number of
accidents
involving
bicycles

Number of Casualties
Death

Injury

Total

387
357
128
28
26
23
124
242
71

1
1
2
1
0
0
1
4
0

401
384
127
29
26
24
128
246
74

402
385
129
30
26
24
129
250
74

58

1

58

59

34
14
9
18

1
0
1
0

33
15
8
19

34
15
9
19

13
26

0
0

19
29

19
29

12

0

13

13

2

0

2

2

1,572

13

1,635

1,648

Annex 5

Functions of Various Government Departments
in Providing Cycling Facilities

Public Cycling Facilities
Cycle Tracks

Design,
planning and
construction

Management

Maintenance

New towns and
Civil
individual new Engineering and
development
Development
projects
Department

Transport
Department

Highways
Department

Housing
Authority
public housing
estates

Housing
Department

Housing
Department

Housing
Department

Bicycle parking Leisure venues
Leisure and
Leisure and
Leisure and
spaces
provided with Cultural Services Cultural Services Cultural Services
cycling
Department
Department
Department
facilities
Others

Leisure venues provided with
cycling facilities

Transport
Department *

Transport
Department

Highways
Department

Leisure and
Leisure and
Leisure and
Cultural Services Cultural Services Cultural Services
Department
Department
Department

* Some bicycle parking spaces are planned and constructed together with the cycle tracks
by Civil Engineering and Development Department.
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***************************
Following is a question by the Hon Kam Nai-wai and a
written reply by the Secretary for Development, Mrs Carrie Lam,
in the Legislative Council today (March 11):
Question:
The Cycling Study Final Report, which was published by the
Transport Department in 2004, pointed out that any proposals to
expand the role of cycling in the urban areas of Hong Kong and
Kowloon must first remedy the very vulnerable condition of
cyclists in these areas which arose due to factors such as high
traffic flows and speeds on many roads. On the other hand,
there are very few cycle tracks on Hong Kong Island, and also
the Government has no plan to construct cycle tracks on the
Island at present. In this connection, will the Government
inform this Council:
(a) apart from confirming to study the provision of cycling
facilities along the Hong Kong Island East harbourfront for
leisure and recreational purposes, whether it will
expeditiously study the feasibility of constructing cycle
tracks along other harbourfront areas on Hong Kong Island;
(b) of the criteria and mechanism the authorities will adopt
for considering the priorities of various proposals to
construct cycle tracks in various locations in urban areas,
when the proposals are received at the same time; and
(c) how various government departments will complement the
intentions of District Councils to use the funds for district
minor works projects programme to construct harbourfront cycle
tracks, so as to achieve optimum use of resources?
Reply:
President,
The Government is developing a cycle track network with a
total length of about 82 kilometres in the New Territories for
enhancing the quality of living as pledged in the Policy Agenda
for 2008-09. The Government will also give appropriate
consideration to providing cycle tracks and ancillary
facilities in planning new towns and new development
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areas. For instance, the Kai Tak Planning Review proposes the
construction of a cycle track of about 6,600 metres in length
to link up a multi-purpose stadium complex and various tourist
attractions.
My reply to the three-part question is as follows:
(a) The Planning Department will start the Hong Kong Island
East Harbourfront Study in mid-2009 for completion in end
2010. The scope of the study will include exploring whether a
waterfront promenade can be constructed along the waterfront to
connect the proposed waterfront park in Wan Chai Development
Phase II in the west and Siu Sai Wan Promenade in the east, as
well as whether cycle tracks can be constructed at suitable
locations along the promenade. The Planning Department is also
conducting the Urban Design Study for the New Central
Harbourfront for completion in end 2009 to refine the urban
design framework and to prepare planning/design briefs for key
sites in the new Central harbourfront. The study also explores
proposal for providing an environmentally-friendly transport
system in the new harbourfront, including proposals of cycle
tracks or electric trolley buses and associated facilities.
(b) Upon receiving proposals for constructing cycle tracks in
urban areas, the Government will carefully consider their
feasibility. The Government will examine the relevant factors
in this process, including compatibility with overall
development of the districts and adjacent land uses, ancillary
facilities, geographical conditions, road safety, traffic
management arrangements and public opinion. If the proposed
cycle tracks are found to be feasible, they will usually be
implemented through the Public Works Programme. We will
examine the justifications for the projects, urgency and cost
effectiveness so as to determine their priorities for
implementation.
(c) If District Councils intend to fund the development of
waterfront cycle tracks through the District Minor Works
Programme, I believe the Home Affairs Department which is
responsible for coordinating this type of projects will liaise
with the relevant Government departments in identifying
suitable sites in the planning stage and in offering advice so
as to dovetail the proposed cycle tracks with adjacent
facilities and land uses thus facilitating optimum use of
resources. Upon approval of these projects by District
Councils, their design and construction may be undertaken by
works agents including term consultants of the Home Affairs
Department or relevant works departments of the
Government. The relevant Government departments will continue
to provide appropriate advice and support during the
implementation stage to ensure smooth implementation and
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appropriate management as well as repair and maintenance of the
projects upon completion.
Ends/Wednesday, March 11, 2009
Issued at HKT 14:01
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