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g Dear Ms. Tai,
Peter C.L. Lo .
BEA _ Meeting of the LegCo Panel on Administration of Justice and Legal Services
aped ) LinemSmih - on 24 January 2011 (“AJLS Panel”) - Agenda Item IV — Expansion of the
ggigﬁg Hing Supplementary Legal Aid Scheme
Billy W.Y. Ma
HEE The Law Society’s Legal Aid Committee (“the Committee”) has already made
o in Y S known its positions to the AJLS Panel on the “Five-Yearly Review of the Criteria

%Qi?;é;gw' Wong for Assessing the Financial Eligibility of Legal Aid Applicanis” and the subject of

Kenneth S.Y. Ng “Expansion of Supplementary Legal Aid Scheme” by way of written submissions
{ﬁﬁi ?ﬁw and oral representations at the earlier AJLS Panel meetings. Instead of repeating
;fé"‘;‘?ﬁl;- - Hung itself here, the Committee would like to stress the following points for the AJLS
Ambrose 5.K. Lam Panel’s attention:

Bk oA

Joseph C.W. Li

fnﬁfs Nasic The Five-Yearly Review

REEE The Administration’s latest proposals are steps in the right direction although they
Melissa K. Pang may still fall short of being adequate. In view that discussion on the five-yearly
'ﬁcﬁiﬁsm So review has dragged on for a prolonged period, the Committee believes that in the
fﬁf Y Leo interest of the public, the Administration should commence the legislative process
TuE to implement what they have now put on the table forthwith,

Brian W. Gilchrist

?at?nfl_’. Nesbitt SLAS PartI and II

& B The Committee appreciates the need to be prudent with the spending of public fund
Secretary General and accepts the idea for expansion of SLAS to be conducted on a gradual basis. It
Bl also appreciates that a sudden substantial expansion in the scope of the SLAS may
%’g%‘d CK.To place too heavy a burden on the Legal Aid Department. For public interest, it

agrees that SLAS II should be put in place first and subject to further review before
Deputy Secrelary General
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consideration of further expansion of the SLAS; and the Administration should
provide a clear timetable for the review of SLAS II and for consideration of other
possible areas of expansion.

The Committee also has no strong objection to having 2 different tiers of SLAS
provided that (1) this is for easy administration purpose and to facilitate collection
of data for future analysis purpose; and (2) the means and merit tests for the two
parts of SLAS will be the same.

Yours sincerely,

Christine W. S. Chu
Assistant Director of Practitioners Affairs
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