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Introduction

The new Central harbourfront will be the centerpiece 

of Hong Kong. Our vision is to create a vibrant, green 

and accessible waterfront in Central. 

In 2007, Planning Department commissioned the 

Urban Design Study for the New Central Harbourfront 

(the Study) to refi ne the urban design framework and 

to prepare planning and design briefs for the key 

sites to guide the future development.
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Study Area and Key Sites

The new Central harbourfront encompasses area 

stretching from the Central Piers to the Hong 

Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre (HKCEC) 

Extension. It mainly includes the new reclamation 

under the Central Reclamation Phase III (CRIII) and 

Wan Chai Development Phase II (WDII) projects, 

which are needed to provide land for essential 

transport infrastructures. CRIII has been substantially 

completed. WDII is targeted for completion in 2017. 

There are eight Key Sites within the study area.

Study Area and Key Sites  

Central Reclamation Phase III  

Site 1 Adjoining Central Piers 4 to 6  

Site 2 North of International Finance Centre (IFC) II 

Site 3 North of Statue Square  

Site 4 North of City Hall  

Site 5 North of CITIC Tower 

Site 6 West of the HKCEC Extension 

Site 7 Waterfront Promenade 

Site 8 Near Central Piers 9 and 10 

Information Digest | 3



An open, transparent and collaborative process was 

adopted in the two stages of public engagement held in 

2007 and 2008 respectively. Public views were widely 

canvassed through exhibitions, workshops, forums, 

comment cards, interviews and telephone polls. An 

independent research institute was commissioned to 

analyze the public views collected. The Task Group 

(TGUDS) under the then Harbour-front Enhancement 

Committee (HEC) provided valuable inputs to the 

Study and the public engagement process.

Taking into consideration the public views received 

and recommendations of the TGUDS, we have revised 

the urban design proposals for the key sites as well as 

the Master Layout Plan.

Engaging the Public

Based on public aspirations and views, the Town 

Planning Board’s (TPB’s) Vision Statement for 

Victoria Harbour, HEC’s Harbour Planning Principles 

and Guidelines, Urban Design Guidelines, and 

fi ndings of other relevant studies, we have refi ned the 

urban design framework in the two Outline Zoning 

Plans (OZPs) covering the Central harbourfront and 

fi nalized the design concepts for the key sites.

Stage 1 Public Engagement  Stage 2 Public Engagement  
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Refi ned Urban Design Framework
Our Urban Design Vision is to create a Vibrant, Green and Accessible New Central Harbourfront that is symbolic of Hong Kong 
and that we are all proud of.

Refi ned Urban Design Framework Plan



Site 1  

Site 3  

Site 2  

Site 4  

Sites 5 to 8  

Design Constraints  

Due regard has been given to the design constraints, 

in particular the existing, committed and planned 

developments, and infrastructure facilities including 

the Central-Wan Chai Bypass (CWB), railway 

reserves, underground pumphouses, drainage, 

etc. in the study area.
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The new Central harbourfront will 

have the following six urban design 

emphases: 

1 Diversity and Vibrancy

2 Development Intensity in 
Harmony with the Harbourfront

3 Respecting the Natural Context 
and Existing Urban Fabric

4 Enhancing Access and 
Pedestrian Connectivity

5 Respecting Cultural Heritage

6 Promoting Environmentally 
Friendly Design and Greening

Urban Design Emphases

Approved Central District (Extension) OZP and Draft Central District OZP  

Varieties of nodal attractions along the new waterfront  
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1 Diversity and Vibrancy

2 Development Intensity in Harmony 
with the Harbourfront

• There will be a mix of commercial, retail, 

recreational, civic and tourism uses and different 

anchoring public spaces to create different 

harbour experiences.

• Design corridors and precinct, each with its own 

character are defi ned. The Waterfront Promenade 

will unify the water edge and by itself is a green 

icon of the new Central harbourfront.

• The development intensity for fi ve key sites has 

been reduced to meet public aspirations for 

lowering development intensity in harmony with 

the harbourfront setting.

• A controlled massing approach is adopted to 

control the building bulk. No bonus GFA or GFA 

concessions are allowed for dedication for public 

passage, surrendering for road widening, building 

set back, etc.

總 總

總

總

總

總

Reduction of Development Intensity of Five Key Sites  
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3 Respecting the Natural Context and Existing Urban Fabric

• Six visual corridors are identifi ed to preserve visual 

permeability and the visual linkages with the harbour. 

They should be reinforced by well-defi ned building 

edges and landscaped corridors. 

• Varying building heights descending towards the 

harbour, building setback and building separation are 

proposed to allow better integration with the ridgeline 

and waterfront setting.

• Low and medium rise buildings are proposed to 

complement the dynamic skyline of Central.

View Corridors and Building Height Profi le  
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4 Enhancing Access and Pedestrian Connectivity

• A multi-modal and convenient public transport 

system including MTR, buses, taxis, ferries 

and other water-borne transport will facilitate 

easy access.

• A comprehensive multi-level (underground, 

at-grade and elevated walkways/landscaped 

deck) pedestrian network will help bring 

people to the harbourfront.

• A reserve for an environmentally friendly mode 

of transport is planned to enhance the east-

west circulation.

• Car parking provision and loading and 

unloading facilities will be kept to the minimum 

to encourage use of mass transport.

Public Transport Plan  

Multi-modal transport system  
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Pedestrian Network Plan  
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5 Respecting Cultural Heritage

• The axis of historical buildings 

will be preserved in the Historic 

Corridor.

• A compatible setting for the 

existing built heritage will be 

maintained and the vistas to 

the harbour extended to the 

new water edge.

Sites of Cultural Heritage  
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6 Promoting Sustainable Building Design and Greening

• Sustainable site planning and building 

design focusing on energy effi ciency, water 

conservation, enhanced micro climate, air 

ventilation, sunlight penetration, renewable 

energy, green roofs, green facades, 

etc, should be promoted in the design 

and development of the key sites. The 

performance standards for green buildings 

under BEAM Plus should be followed.

• A comprehensive landscape design 

strategy and greening network are devised 

to achieve a vibrant and green harbourfront.

• Extensive greening and large landscaped 

garden and decks are introduced at different 

key sites.

• Greening Ratios are recommended for all 

key sites (minimum of 30% for all private 

developments and 50% for public open 

space).

Landscape Strategy Plan  
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Waterfront Promenade  Pierside Corridor  Statue Square Corridor  Civic Corridor  Arts and Cultural Precinct  

Design Corridors and Character Precinct

Design Corridors and Character Precinct  

The refi ned urban design framework provides a 

coherent and legible structure of land uses, built 

forms and open spaces. It aims at achieving 

both functional and design integration with the 

urban core. The new Central harbourfront is 

built upon the Waterfront Promenade and four 

principal design corridors:

• Waterfront Promenade 
• Pierside Corridor 
• Statue Square Corridor 
• Civic Corridor 
• Arts and Cultural Precinct 

Design concepts for the design corridors and 

character precinct as well as the key sites are 

refl ected in the Master Layout Plan.

總總
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Master Layout Plan  總



Waterfront Promenade

The Waterfront Promenade with a total length of 1.3km and an area 

of 9.9ha will provide a continuous harbourfront public space and a 

green unifying edge of the harbour. It will project an overall identity as 

the city’s green oasis with anchoring nodal attractions such as Ferry 

Plaza, Waterfront Event Plaza, waterfront alfresco dining facilities, 

etc. at selected locations for public enjoyment. It will serve as major 

east-west pedestrian link along the northern shore of Hong Kong 

Island, with a number of north-south pedestrian and open space 

connections bringing people to the waterfront from the hinterland. 

A cycle track will be provided for leisure and recreational purposes. 

A reserve for environmentally friendly transport mode is planned to 

enhance east-west circulation. Sites 4, 6, 7 and 8 are within this 

design corridor.
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 The Queen’s Pier will be reassembled at 

Site 8 between Central Piers 9 and 10 to 

revive its pier function.  A new ferry plaza will 

complement the reassembled Queen’s Pier.  

The exterior of Central Piers 9 and 10 will be 

refurbished to achieve a coherent design.

 Memorial elements will be added to the 

original site of Queen’s Pier to commemorate 

its historical signifi cance.

 For Site 4 located to the north of City Hall, 

the design theme of ‘Harbour Place’ will be 

adopted with separate low-rise building blocks 

for waterfront-related dining and leisure uses. 

The courtyard spaces will create an attractive 

setting for the outdoor and semi-outdoor 

dining and leisure activities. 

 The People Liberation Army (PLA) berth will be 

integrated in the promenade design and will 

be open to the public when it is not in military 

use.

4

1

2

3
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Pierside Corridor

 Within the mixed use urban precinct, an iconic 

building with a height of about +60mPD and 

two low-rise structures for exhibition, retail, 

entertainment, civic and community uses are 

proposed.

The Pierside Corridor connects all ten Central Piers 

and encompasses the adjacent area at Sites 1 and 2.  

To project the new Central harbourfront as an icon for 

Hong Kong, the design concept for Sites 1 and 2 has 

been changed to a distinctive waterfront civic node 

for public enjoyment of the harbourfront.

The existing public transport facilities at Site 2 will be 

redistributed to the area in front of Central Piers and 

other location to free up more ground level spaces 

for street activities.

 There will be a large landscaped deck connecting 

the CBD to the new harbourfront under the 

concept of a Harbourfront Festive Deck, and it 

will provide about 1.7ha of public open space.

 One and a half additional commercial fl oors for 

dining, retail and other waterfront related uses are 

proposed above Central Piers 4 to 6.

1

1
1

2

3 3 3

Aerial View of Pierside Corridor 
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Sites 1 & 2 along Pierside Corridor  
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Statue Square Corridor

The Statue Square Corridor comprises a Historic 

Corridor formed by an axis of historical buildings 

including the old Bank of China Building, the 

Legislative Council Building, the Cenotaph and the 

City Hall, as well as an Open Space Corridor with 

both at-grade open space and elevated landscaped 

deck extending from the Statue Square to the new 

Star Ferry Pier primarily through Site 3. 

1

1

1

1

1

2

3

 At Site 3, the offi ce and retail development will 

be in separate building blocks ranging from 

+30mPD to +50mPD with a large landscaped 

deck. Building heights descending towards the 

harbourfront will complement the harbourfront 

setting. 

 The landscaped deck will connect with the 

landscaped deck at Sites 1 and 2 and at-grade 

open spaces are provided alongside, providing 

choices of pedestrian access to the harbourfront 

via the landscaped deck, at-grade open space or 

underground passageway. 

 Taking into consideration the public views, the old 

Star Ferry Clock Tower will be reconstructed at its 

original location at Site 3 with a new Clock Tower 

gallery.

Large Landscaped Deck on the Corridor  
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Proposed Development at Site 3  
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The Civic Corridor at Tamar embraces the Central 

Government Complex (CGC), the Legislative Council 

(LegCo) Complex, and a large public open space 

under the ‘Green Carpet’ concept. It will be a 

distinctive civic core close to the waterfront.

總總

Civic Corridor

 The CGC and LegCo Complexes will be the key 

anchor of this prime civic core.

總總

 The ‘Green Carpet’ deck offers an extensive 

open lawn for the public to relax in front of the 

CGC and LegCo Blocks and a major connection 

bringing people to the harbour.

總總

 The Waterfront Event Plaza in the Waterfront 

Promenade will terminate the Civic Corridor and 

accommodate a wide range of civic and public 

events.

1

1

1

3

2

The Central Government Complex and the Legislative Council Complex  總
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This precinct will become an arts and cultural 

destination by the harbour, with the Hong Kong 

Academy for Performing Arts (HKAPA), the Hong 

Kong Arts Centre and their future extensions as the 

focus. Sites 5 and 6 are within this precinct.

Arts and Cultural Precinct

 Site 5 to the north of CITIC Tower is proposed for 

hotel and offi ce development. The hotel will add 

vibrancy to the area. The offi ce development will 

help extend the CBD to the Wan Chai North.

 Site 6 near the eastern end of the Waterfront 

Promenade will have a design theme of ‘Marine 

Place’ with low-rise waterfront-related commercial 

and leisure facilities.

 An integrated pedestrian walkway system will 

connect the hinterland to the waterfront. Road 

D11 located adjacent to the HKAPA will be 

developed as the ‘Las Ramblas’ esplanade to 

enhance the street character as a vibrant and key 

connector street.

 A signifi cant open space for outdoor performance, 

public gathering and art display will become a 

unifying public space for various arts and cultural 

venues.

4

1

3

3

2

Aerial View of Sites 5 & 6  

Information Digest | 23



Site (Area) Design Concept
Proposed GFA (m2)#

(Building Height (mPD))

Site 1 

(1.84 ha)@
• A civic node and a mixed use precinct primarily for public enjoyment

• Two blocks of +25mPD for retail, restaurant and exhibition uses at Site 1

• One iconic block of +60mPD for cultural, retail, restaurant, entertainment, 
tourism, GIC uses and festive activities at Site 2

• Additional 1.5 commercial fl oors above Central Piers 4 to 6

• Extensive landscaped deck and public open space of 1.7 ha. for greening, 
open space and festive events

16,120 m2

(including retail, restaurants, exhibition, gallery, 
etc. and 12,600 m2 above Central Piers 4 to 6)

(+25mPD)

Site 2

(0.4 ha)@
19,000 m2

(including exhibition, gallery, retail, theatre, etc.)

(+60mPD)

Site 3

(4.76 ha)@
• Retail and offi ce developments

• Larger landscaped deck with enhancement to pedestrian connections and 
visual permeability

• More at-grade open space with street activities

• Reconstruction of Star Ferry Clock Tower at original location

157,400 m2 (including 44,800 m2 for offi ce; 
105,200 m2 for retail; 3,600 m2 for public 
transport facilities; and 150 public car parking 
spaces^)

(+50/+40/+30mPD)

Site 4

(0.93 ha)@
• Waterfront-related commercial and leisure uses with a theme of ‘Harbour Place’

• Small and separate building blocks with intimate courtyard spaces

• Alfresco dining and restaurants

7,500 m2

(+20mPD)

Site 5

(1.16 ha)

• Two blocks for hotel and offi ce uses on a landscaped podium 

• Possible additional offi ce development south of Site 5 of approx. 21,000m2 GFA 
being explored

58,000 m2

(including 25,000 m2 for offi ce and 33,000 m2 
for hotel)

(+80mPD)

Site 6

(0.35 ha)@
• Waterfront-related commercial and leisure uses with a marine theme

• Further improvement to pedestrian connectivity

2,900 m2

(+15/+20mPD)

Site 7

(9.87 ha)@+

• Waterfront promenade

• A hybrid of ‘urban park’ and ‘urban green’ concepts

• Additional alfresco dining within the area

480 m2

(+10mPD)

Site 8

(0.14 ha)@
• Reassembly of Queen’s Pier by the Harbour and refurbishment of Central Piers 

No. 9 and 10

• Improve design of Ferry Plaza

1,200 m2*

(+11.24mPD)

Final Recommended Planning and Design Proposals for the Key Sites

# Estimated amount of total GFA is subject to refi nement upon detailed design

@ Site boundary and area of the subject sites have been refi ned in accordance 
with the design concept in the Master Layout Plan in the process of preparing 
the planning and design briefs for the key sites in the Study

+ Only 9.23 ha under CRIII

^ Number of public car parking spaces reprovisioned 
from existing Star Ferry Car Park

* Roof area of Queen’s Pier

# Estimated amount of total GFA is subject to refi nement upon detailed design

@ Site boundary and area of the subject sites have been refi ned in accordance 
with the design concept in the Master Layout Plan in the process of preparing 
the planning and design briefs for the key sites in the Study

+ Only 9.23 ha under CRIII

^ Number of public car parking spaces reprovisioned 
from existing Star Ferry Car Park

* Roof area of Queen’s Pier
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總總

+

總總 總總

總總 * 
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Way Forward

Taking into consideration the public views gathered 

from the two-stage Public Engagement and the 

recommendations of the TGUDS, the planning and 

urban design proposals and the Master Layout Plan 

of the new Central harbourfront have been fi nalized. 

The planning and design briefs prepared for the 

key sites will serve as a guide for detailed planning 

and design. In respect of implementation of the 

development proposals, the responsible agents will 

include the public sector, private developers or joint 

partnership.

We aim to create a vibrant, green and accessible 

new Central habourfront through the planning and 

design framework formulated in the Study.

總總
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