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Extension of the
Environmental Levy Scheme

on Plastic Shopping Bags
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Plastic Shopping Bags: Producer Respon5|b|I|ty Scheme
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irst phase implemented since July 2009
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An enwronmenEaI levy of 50 cents each collected at retall
level
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Effectiveness of the Environmental Levy
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Support and participation from retailers and public
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|£trlet|on by registered retailers dropped by about 90%
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Levy income far less than originally estimated ¢
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jOI‘Ity |n he communlty considered it helpful for
adopting a BYOB habit
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Charting the Way For
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Already mculcated a behavioural change towards BYOB
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Current scheme only covers 4 of retall outlets
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Time to move ahead, do more for the environment




2 e R

Justifications for Full Extension
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Indiscriminate use of PSBs remains a serious problem
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Public opinion suppo0rts an extended coverage
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tensive coverage consistent with international trend
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A key iollcy tool of the Waste M agement Strategy
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Experience of Other Places : Mainland *
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Implemented at retall level, starting from 2008

o I 5 (IR R L A A
FuII coverage with exemption for bagJEs carrying specified fresh or cooked
food

o [IFERIFIE RS, 5 l%j[ [ ]

Variabl charge as set, and retained, by individu
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Experience of Other PlaceF Taiwan
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Implemented at retail | 2002
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Implemented by phases; extended coverage in 2003
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Exemption for ags carrying specified fresh food
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e as set, and retalned by individ
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Experience of Other Places : Ireland

« Z OOZ F [l FE R E Y

Implemented at retail level, startiﬁml; from 2002
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Full coverage with exemption for bags carrying specified fresh food
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Fixed levy, remitted to Revenue Commissioner in full via VAT system
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Full Extension of the Environmental Levy on PSBs
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Go beyond chadin operators to cover also SME retallers
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Need to consider operational det ils, including:
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Exemption:? PSB use on food hygiene grounds generally considered justifiable
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Two_lapproaches for handling the PSB ¢harge: remitted to
retailers
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Full Extension of the Levy Scheme: Proposed Exemptions
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Applicable to PSBs directly and solely used for carrying certain fresh food
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'Fresh food’ could mean seafood, meat and poultry, fruit and vegetable, cooked food etc.
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Other circumstances of PSB use for food giene reasons
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Flat-top bags: should their use (beyohd carrying food) be regulated?
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Il Extension: Approaches in Handling Charge Collected
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Continu Wlth the emittance’ approach ?
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‘Retention’ approach’>
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Handling of Charge Collected
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he ‘Remittance’ Approach
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Currently implemented in ~3000 major or chalned retall outlets In Hong Kong
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Require elaborated compliance ystem or thjjpubllc money involved
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Similar to Ireland, but no equivalent VAT system |n Hong Kong
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Could create undue burden on SMEs in terms of extra operating and compliance costs
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Handling of Charge Collected
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The ‘Retention
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Similar initiative already implemented in Mainland and Taiwan

Approach
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n economic disincentive for waste reduction

— B AR 0 D LSO pLE

Minimal operatl g costs, conducwe for easy adoption among SMEs
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Eware Your Views With Us
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By Post, Emall, Fax
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éonsultatlon period :
from now till 16 August, 2011

° FIJ ri\ %’!—A t\bﬂ:‘%jj?z l’ﬁp . %’:’T

Save Money, Save the Environment
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Save money Save the environment

~ Thank You ~



