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The Oral Chemotherapy
Advocacy Group

The Oral Chemotherapy
Advocacy Group is a
multidisciplinary group of
stakeholders with an interest
in improving the rational use
of medicines for cancer
patients.

The group advocates the re-
allocation of funds for oral
chemotherapy medications
based on efficacy and
pharmacoeconomic data.

CHAIRPERSON
Dr Daniel CHUA
Clinical Oncologist

MEMBERS
Dr Simon LEUNG*
Urologist

Prof Sarah McGHEE
Pharmacoeconomist

Ms Jacqueline YUEN
Oncology Nurse Specialist

Dr Keary ZHOU
Pharmacist

* Dr Leung joins this advocacy group as a
representative of the Taishan Charitable
Association, a patient group established in
1991 that aims to help cancer patients
and promote cancer prevention in the
community.

Mr. Anthony W, GBS, JP
Chairman
Hospital Authority

19 October 2010
Dear Mr. Wu,

Re: Re-allocation of Hospital Authority resources to improve
rational use of oral chemotherapy for colorectal cancer (CRC)

patients

| write to you on behalf of my colleagues of the Oral
Chemotherapy Advocacy Group. The Oral Chemotherapy
Advocacy Group is a multidisciplinary group of stakeholders
with an interest in improving the rational use of medicines
for cancer patients.

It has come to our attention that intravenous (1V)
chemotherapy (5-fluorouracil for the FOLFOX4 regimen) is
listed as a General Drug on the Hospital Authority (HA) Drug
Formulary, whereas oral chemotherapy (capecitabine for the
XELOX regimen) is not subsidized. Current clinical data show
no significant differences between these regimens in terms
of efficacy in patients with metastatic colorectal cancer.

While the drug cost for capecitabine may be higher than that
of 5-fluorouracil, the total costs associated with the
administration of IV chemotherapy far exceeds that of the
oral chemotherapy regimen. In fact, a recent Hong Kong
pharmacoeconomic study shows that the full treatment cost
of FOLFOX4 would be 49% more expensive than XELOX. After
removing the cost of oxaliplatin - drug for combination
chemotherapy, FOLFOX4 was shown to be 60% more
expensive than XELOX. A summary of this study is enclosed
for your consideration.

Further, we know from international studies and local
experience, that most patients prefer oral to IV
chemotherapy if there were no differences in efficacy. Self-
administration of oral chemotherapy allows patients to spend
less time in hospital, and more time with their families and
at work.

Currently, patients with colorectal cancer (CRC) in Hong
Kong do not have the option of choosing the oral regimen if
they do not have the financial means to pay for it
themselves. As a group, we are concerned that there appears
to be inequity of access to chemotherapy medications for
these patients. Consensus recommendations from the Oral
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Chemotherapy Advocacy Group are also enclosed for your
perusal.

We would strongly advocate the listing of capecitabine as
Special Drug on the HA Drug Formulary based on efficacy
and local pharmacoeconomic data.

Should you have any question, please contact Ms. Michelle
Tang from our secretarial at 2510 6805 .

We look forward to hearing from the Authority.
Best regards,

Dr Daniel Chua
Clinical Oncologist

Chairperson
Oral Chemotherapy Advocacy Group
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