R34
L egislative Council

3715 @ CB(1)2657/10-115F < {4

L C Paper No. CB(1)2657/10-11

(BL 7 32 - sk A S BUR & = 2 BE)
(This verbatim record have been
seen by the Administration)

T Ref : CB1/PL/ITB/1

2011F 6 H 16 H T 4 4RF 454 Z 7RF 154
BB R EREEE SO SBNETRSES
Verbatim Record of the Special M eeting of
the Panel on Information Technology and Broadcasting
on 16 June 2011 from 4:45 pm to 7:15 pm

H & & B Members present:

HBREE Hon WONG Y uk-man

(FTE) (Chairman)

HEZEZEE, P Dr Hon Samson TAM Wai-ho, JP

(Bl &) (Deputy Chairman)

P #% M a8 &, SBS, JP Hon CHAN Kam-lam, SBS, JP

LR E, P Hon LAU Kong-wah, JP

2EWFEE, IP Hon Emily LAU Wai-hing, JP

EEZE# 2,GBS,JP Hon Timothy FOK Tsun-ting, GBS,
JP

TKEFEE Hon LEE Wing-tat

REZH G, GBS, P Hon Andrew LEUNG Kwan-yuen,
GBS, JP

T JE ¢ # &, BBS, JP Hon WONG Ting-kwong, BBS, JP

xR HEE, SC Hon Ronny TONG Ka-wah, SC

ARk B Hon Cyd HO Sau-lan

#E | Gt s 5, GBS, JP Hon IP Kwok-him, GBS, JP

=B EHEE, GBS, P

Hon Mrs Regina IP LAU Suk-yee,
GBS, JP



H b HH & 5% 8§ Membersattending:

REERE
REHEE
ROt B

EREEE

=
=
ezt
i 010 1 R

%BZ%I:“
B ] A
EEWEA
i Z % |
i (5 R %
RF

il

R s

| Q=Y
=

i
10 O

=
\

=

, SBS, JP

, MH
, BBS, JP
, MH, JP

, BBS
, MH

, SC

Dr Hon Margaret NG

Hon James TO Kun-sun

Hon CHEUNG Man-kwong

Hon Mrs Sophie LEUNG LAU
Y au-fun, GBS, JP

Dr Hon Philip WONG Yu-hong,
GBS

Hon TAM Yiu-chung, GBS, JP

Hon Abraham SHEK Lai-him, SBS,
JP

Hon Audrey EU Y uet-mee, SC, JP

Hon CHIM Pui-chung

Prof Hon Patrick LAU Sau-shing,
SBS, JP

Hon KAM Nai-wai, MH

Dr Hon LAM Tai-fai, BBS, JP

Hon Paul CHAN Mo-po, MH, JP

Hon CHEUNG Kwok-che

Hon WONG Sing-chi

Hon WONG Kwok-kin, BBS

Hon IP Wai-ming, MH

Dr Hon PAN Pey-chyou

Hon Paul TSE Wai-chun

Hon Alan LEONG Kah-kit, SC

H & A B A & Public officers attending:

B BCE] F] = BL R O

H BUF] Al &
R #E S 4, GBM, JP
H B F] F] = B B
& FAH S 4
i A m] £ BUR B
R § Je

Financial Secretary's Private Office

Mr John TSANG Chun Wah, GBM,
JP
Financial Secretary

Mr AU Chung Pak, Arthur
Administrative Assistant to
Financial Secretary

Mr Frankie YIP
Political Assistant
Secretary

to Financia



[ 55 R RS o o R e

ZHEEMREBEERRRE
ok o FR O 4, JP

6 5 A 92 R
¥ 0T B0 78 G 3B RHR)
B2t L, P

HIT 7 755 S A v 2% i JA)
AT AL R GE G B
& st P

B & R
KRS AE, P

Bl BUE & AR B
(BUR K& PR )
PRSP 22 £, IP

Al Bl BUR & 3 R
(B & RS
gRiE R A

BUR & AR A & I N =
B R i A B (B 2R )
S AR

Commerce & Economic

Development Bureau

Mr Gregory SO, JP
Acting Secretary for Commerce and
Economic Development

Miss Elizabeth TSE, JP

Permanent Secretary for Commerce
and Economic Development
(Communications and
Technology)

Mr Duncan PESCOD, JP

Former Permanent Secretary for
Commerce  and Economic
Development (Communications
and Technology)

Mr Stephen MAK, JP

Government Chief  Information
Officer

Miss Joey LAM, JP

Deputy Government Chief

Information Officer (Policy and
Customer Service)

Mr Bassanio SO

Former Deputy Government Chief
Information Officer (Policy and
Customer Service)

Mr Kingsley WONG

Acting Chief Systems Manager
(Digital Inclusion)

Office of the Government Chief
I nformation Officer



HigEH EE Ear B HEfT R 1S Review  Committee  on  the
BEE T Implementer for the Internet
L earning Support Programme (1L SP)

B A% 55 5 S T 5 S Mr Stanley YING, JP,
HEWERE(ER) Permanent Secretary for Financial
JiE ¥ i 4 A, P Services and the Treasury
(Treasury)
B A 2 55 K B S ) Ms DorisHO
Rl Bk R (B 7)) 3 Deputy Secretary for Financial
] B & 4 +- Services and the Treasury
(Treasury)3
AEREIMEE(@6) Ms Esther LEUNG, JP
2nE 2w+, IP Deputy Secretary for Education (6)
A 2 S8R A B HE 1T B AS Evaluation Panel on the Implementer
2 N for the ILSP
?& 5 & Mr SHE Mang
paEm R 2 R T (G AR #E) Chief  Curriculum  Development
Tm%@ Officer (IT in Education)
Education Bureau
BilEHEF Mr CHAN Tze Yee
N TR (R R) Chief Telecommunications Engineer
[ 7 35 2 4 (Development) Office of the

Telecommunications Authority

FE 38 H J& & Attendance by invitation:

B B & R R AR B Mr Jeremy GODFREY
= o A4 The former Government Chief
Information Officer
EHETgRERS Hong Kong Council of Social
Service
BB R &R0 MR Dr John FUNG
E—rE A4 Director

Information Technology Resource
Centre



fﬂiﬂ@ 25 L R RS B Mr Tony LEE
5 I B 2 General Manager
Internet Learning Resource Centre

EELBMESEEHRENFA elnclusion Foundation Limited

FEfEEsgERARgE DrWimieTANG

BIS W BH 15+ President, elnclusion Foundation
Limited

vk N TR B o o A IR MsLilian LAW, JP

BINE L+, IP Executive Director, Boys and Girls

Clubs Association of Hong Kong

5l J& $ih & Clerk in attendance:

T a2 M= (1)3 Ms Y UE Tin-po
RRELL Chief Council Secretary (1)3

5l J&& B & Staff in attendance:

MEWERL Mrs Constance LI
TR ELL Assistant Secretary General 1
EFEEEMWE(2) Mrs Sharon TONG

2 e i 22 Principal Council Secretary (2)
o ke Bl B 1R B A 1 Ms Connie FUNG
#7518 20 & Senior Assistant Legal Adviser 1
B B R 3 Mr Bonny LOO
EE 4 Assistant Legal Adviser 3
= R R M (1)3 Mr Joey LO
ELELE Senior Council Secretary (1)3
W 35 B0 B (1)3 MsMay LEUNG

REHLZL L Legidlative Assistant (1)3




ERE: SUKE  HECHEE AN - WEAMILZINKEE - Kg
JFUTE AR BE g o Ry FE) (/N B IR K& 4B 5B T 4557 3 - (e B AE
B 45 £ 6RF 455 « FRAL BT Rl /NRE R SE RN T Y » 1 L BGE &5 (i
A% MRRFREERL > WML IN-FEENE - FREE
R RARKHEFRBELE EERK -  HALHERgRLCE & LXK6H
THR P GHENZFids A » BB SIREE - MR IEE
BERMEHER H HEERAKZFREEEME L THRLCE - AR
A RCE - B EEE (g R R

B e BUN B MR S A R HA B RS AR AR EE - R R
ek LB A -

B KR G ER AT H A2 AR BN T IR B B SR G
" HEAE TG E A O EE o B O H R E R R B
FFAE - W BRI RIR G RIENLLE - W BUA A & E0s B #
R AR Je A M ECF] Al R BUR B B BE AR $2 0 4~ BURE 5 R i
HERETBERMAEEICE - 5TBUT & & GBSO B A H B
i o M EHE KRB ENHE > SUE0ER G
W& BIEELEERE > SFE2ERGE -  WEEBRESMCAL  BRT
VEEmRENHFEERNUEEEES  SRHEREEROVALD
o B BRI A AN 52 3L (R T R R M) R B ) P (R B - 3k
INHEREREZERE  HR(ESFHA]) F83AR KBAFKIMHE » &
Bt S R EHNE BRI RN RN - RS
WEARMNEMEE -

18 R B G & AC B E DL sk ARy AUBE - BT DLAE &5 (L 58
BRAEp I - SRIRERERELAE - SHNGERER
HES ARG ENVBETEE#E  BEM AR K
HAMMENE S - M s M ES LI REE - 5 Itam K
A AR #RELE -

HMHAAREGRESE : £F > BELZHEEFTR2 NS RY
ek o BB LR E SR BBV ET & R 2009 B 456 - BH S B
HEZWFRRHE  HRREERRENLE  FEFBETSE
A2 HEREIE A EG L 8 gL -

{7 BUR B 1L 2009-20104F A& By fifi B iy & 1 2 (- ik & e =
"R B RERTRENEAERMENTFES E L
SRR RS R E RS E EAye B - T 2009
FLLH RO B 2 E H B/ - O R R R Al PR R - R

6



TEREEWNETR B AR AELAREN - BEFED
BARMGESHEHNOREEEKE -

/INREL R 3 O B A AR B R S IR AT EI " E R IR A
P A Bl O B ik B A SRR HE AT - 1 DL B W E B (S R R B e
AR M DA S 5 FGEAE o MR — kot g p Ak o B AN E
Rtk IR E 1L 2010-201 1 Y I R FH A = R SR HETT " R 22
B RETE" AR R BB R - B ERE EE
RNk R s e R B 1 JR AR A B AR e A AT £ 0 (RO B By B AT
g ENEEKFENEERS -

HIn 2 /& WATR R 2 X BEIR A F EEE MRS
DIEE - UE R EE/ N EEET BT LHEE
IR AT EI R IE R Ak 1 FE B E s rg A B R B SE HIEk - W DA 2
77 #HGEAE o jA2010-20114 & B g FH E L A AR H » Bl 20094 4 i
2 2010FEF W] - HRIN#E TIEERMIBR - EifamEHm" L
BETREEEIEEF o FER/ANEAYEE R KA E RS E RS
MHELE » fiEIProA -

o [F] = iProA B fig #E 17" Ll B2 & SR A &1 2 e Ak e
EME o HElLJErE — S E A - TomdH o WEHREZH
EERERF - TE2EE > TRAEARELEINEERER &
12 A F H A R] BEOR Bl T 7n B AT A 0 78 B ORE A 1 A2 F A — fE B
AT - WHE LWMEEERE/ NENF A gL EAENL
M FUZAE R B R B A R B o 3 71 5 (8 5 T B B B A% K 7>
fr o BN HE Al AR S B R B ER T -

DRt EABEHM T Fr&E WA LB AR FE 202 T
RN NIERFHTHEETFES HEEL o WEEDHE W
it B A B SR AT B e LU E AP 20 BE R A IR
BENE HAHEEERNMERK T2 EEETELBEEF
FWE T RER - R E MMy - & A A
i H—HMEELY > AEREFNAEERBEEA LD -

HESHEHLEGREHITEE AR ERRERR R R
Azt A AR ETRERHE S 0205 ZRME
FRIProA 5 & i 5t A8 JR B R At oo ol 1 W 44 2 55 B B8 21 ORI B X A
AIRMAERNEFERBENHEEGR - FIREFMLERH 2
Bt ERAERINESRAERNERLRE  2ERAERERBAERE
WFEdE » FORADIAMEE A - M MIEE T AR L2 E S E
AP EI"RYEE RS RE N ESRE M BUT E B E B AR -

7



HEEH EERO SR EREM AR KRB ERE
AW R ERIEE  ERBALRIEREERNFCHERERY
il B ) e AR R R b B2 T SOAR BT ) RE A A R 2 s AR
HH W 2% 7 O S 1) BT & AR R B0 B A 2 == B[R] S8 e 0 A fT JBE
77 INEBEORE T E R AR o (E RV BF A RBUGRBIH
ERFBRAEFEERERDBBAN I UEVHEEEAR
WER  BHESEEBNERE  EEEHE LEMZEE > T2
Ryay o BAH(E - S BUN & AR SO B 2 = 0 R F e O &
EWEBH T BEBEEREENEFLHALAY - ATERET
ANAPLZ BT 2 & -

20104£ 121 - U 2] & B Je AR i s R i s R R i (LA &
K BEHEAREZREEEAMMMEEGEREGRRRECH
T RR AR bR WY B 2k [R] B 07 2 R AR AT A BBy T oK RE
BT - JE DR AL B B ] F] & ok B S J) (RS R #E 17 50 81/ 1% 06 5
o FERERAWALBR — BT E DL o & AT 5 RH
iz MESUSEALME R &% G ZE -

HE R E LA WAL E K WAL/ & 72 A am By 2
THEIRERKBAR RO - BIATR B A R I R
NFEIHETRIBEIN A ERGEEEH - LA BT HREHTE - M
FSIRT DU T B 2 5 52 = DAL R b o S8 SR i 18] % 8 & 1F I S 47 i -
MM Z @ HEAT T fERF M BB L FSIE A # 2 -

E R BT = MR ST AR fE R AU BB AEREN R
BT ERAERENE > BEHLSRTHNEFAIERESEZE
B HEEESLENRY 518 - HEFRE - LR B
EAE -k WOHER " LR E SRR E Y #E E R R
ISP A IE - FE R A FTEE BUA T TE 0 5 & 2 fw I RE S
AR - ZHER -

ER P UBSHEVHRAFARBUGEERE L -

HHAIRRBEAGHEERRERE - TF - SUEE  SRKKE
- PRE" LB E SR ET A O k2 E . /A DI
REBBAROEN - AR EWEEETE"2HE . R
EERBEMBREEENAZE - NETEREE R 2009-20104 £ jif £
mENEHEZH"R - BE"BWF RERENELERMEES

GHNAHMEEERE DR EHBEREES2EERNIEE -



fF B =) A 5 200948 111 B T T - 48BN - RS R
B 7 RS - R T B A R {8 5 o L T W R
BT - AR E GBI (T AR AR BRI (T IR A
W 1 e LA 2 5 ROEAE o R L O A 5 R L I -
2010-2011F FE M TS % » A R HHE (7" L @B E B 8"
O A 5% B 4R B b 2 v G o [ BR3P 42
BEEEE T HERE S ENEIER RS -
B BRERRNEANE  RERCHRENEEENAEHE
1 T B G B B R T A R T I
7o URRITEAR - 552 ¢ 55— > Ik 2 FIBE 5 L 2 5 S AF 5
S5 AT MR RE LR T 5 5B o 1 O 0 T L0
EEYIEE

Fo ol 8 22 B | A B2 S ER B B TRy R A AR TR AT Al A
FEORGREE BT B 22 fa (A BB - By - BOFEHBGE AR o &
Kigat B 2aa @ pl 5 E M - FHEINAEEEMERFBEAR
BRFAET - #HENHOMEERFDERITANEBROAZE -
ERNTEFE  REBUFENMEREERASENEE - HRE
o PRI E AR > o A EH M EREERERNE
R DAHWE@EH AR AEREEENTEES -

B EERS M RFA A ERAZE AN B A BT &R
RE M AENAEEERMERE G RERE R AAYAERGR - I,
AN HE & S E AT R I N B2 W — A2 - 7R A JIE il By 15 1Y B
AR RMAZENE R — 4L - ERTDIERR » e KRFH
B e A Y Al Bl B SR ETE M AR IR A R BT &
AlEH RO B N = N BTG I T B TT » TR A BoRE 2 B E
G R -

BHECIE - A " Ll 2 E SR E AR R - O RS T
RIBUN BB RO EARE R E A BYE - AR EETH#
B R A A B AW E A - T E I R R N A 2 DL AT A e T B
FHENEE > FRFEREVHRBEREZEER - B DU 20094 £
201041 ] » AR R E — HE IR FEE - RBRALE
{20105 7H 24 » G HEAKE R A @B B EE - ERRME
Ratam A M EEEMBTEREE RAYRME - SRE5 & RETHk Y
el LR E IR E AR ERERHERERCERS —
BRI IA] - P DL HRF A Bl E R S -



BREKE  REREREMEEFIHESHARE FTHBEAE
17+ i $e — H H AR 5E (8 15 0B B JR 22 A e DA 58 5 =0E
- W HEfMEmEY RFEEMG - BREIE - ER&KERT
A A R T AT B AV S - RS Al R M ST AR AR A R R
IProAFR ke 51 8 0T N K 5K - R R 12 i AH (5 Ml B =5 1 O A=
EZEEMRAFREHAEEEZRBIERLANEBEHETERN
atE] - WIEKRERH HERTEBNAEGRLBESEME
B BRER I BT & A wn 1T ) — R B e R AT

&R I B I AN BT B B R PR SRR - ¥ O A ER B9 AR A E R
& WAHEE RN R DUE MR I A T IR E R
[oA 5% 352 ) Al 7 o AR IR AR Fe E AR B 4G - R 5K D ME RE E 14 BE
R M EREREH - frDLE RN E B DR - KR HE
RAEE TR E o FORA B E A SR - RE S E HE R
ZE R A E R - st EN IR A E RHEREH — L5
plEgEfE » I —H A BISEEAHE B X &L E A E
HAEREZE GRS HXAREL -

HEL W BUA] A Rt A =AY [E B 5 A B AU E T {E =2
B E R R E - EAMEREE LAY DI - NEZR A
REXZEFH > E B RIEFEEMW - B LAk ay /o n] DL B %
i 3% BB AFE REM WA BE & R # Q= AEE EFE 4
AEE-DIERE  RAEZEH > WMESEGR" LFHEE L
TR T & "By E TAF - IR A 1 [ R AT B B E AT R - Fral
BUaTHBZEFEEREESKEXHY - ZHFERF -

EE: PR SHNE B EHE BUT & R B AR E Rt
4o BRITAE -

BN EABSRBERFER.E : 2HEFE - £F > B
Az 1E il 1Y Bl o 52 2 BORF & R R B I S = R 20104 7 A 1k
FIEERER NFENRE > 2RO ENAFERMBEE T RN
P EFAFARBAZEHFNRNE  WHERIEHEE -

A& S W S M A R R A EEARE LA ER A
NER AN - FEREWOT -

HERETRBUFERM R R —EHITFEaFE#

B EUE (Rl EEE &) ik 2288 - ££2010F - BUF & &l

BB B = 1A W A R RO S R H R AL — ik A A
10



PEER BV RFEFRRETRENEFE RN EE=RE
TTE B S - BRGEE RN PR BB e 4 B E R g -
fE B AT Fmt 2 B e T =By BEOT AWM g A B2 E
AT EI" R E R - 5B HERFEEM BFE A RBFERIL - WK
EICIESS /NS R4 8 5 & TR =RV

fE20105- 7H — R Etamnt 22 L de T =AY AL B ah - B
Az T T A A B SR AT B B o o R TR a3 e AL T
i B2 T G AR A0 (B I A EE R FEIs A REE - BPE L
TE M ARG R) - B LR & BEPE /R E - FFE /N E
J ) B ST AR VR AT - R BB S UM B RIRE RO B I S = FREH
B EMEE BIARE- B4 B IS LR D A X
Al A RWE S BRE RSB ST R - FEEHR
NANE =R R S MEB R A S R G &Ml B F A
EMAEEH IS -  HERE-RGE L mEELERS
e B BE S A2 1 bl 5 -

EREFRERSER L RAARRRA AR Eifum ik
it A2 AT BUIR BE ) - B iR A 1R 2 A AR R 1 A T i 2R
- BE L WBHEGH" EWEEZEAENWIERER
HH IS | (B 3 = A A5 R O AR B ) R S AR R A A (AT 1T 0K
gERERErEEfgTHRENER ERASRCEET R LY
fEfE T~ EM B A R RS EG Rk AR E X E B A
T2 EI R RE JT - (B BUF & FHRE 0 B I 2 = 0 2 DL SPE A
N BARYRE 72 AT IR - HHOE R RSP 4G - ARE R FE K
WILIER B & E  RBKEREEHEFENLERF -
HAHEHRCHEEBETEHELE -

F2EH L FFE/NHN2010F8A W BITR®E — KRG HER -
ERE & it & iP5 B & (£ A A w2 Th 15 0 & = o AE
A ALY B R — (8 D F K R B B e A A am A RS R
M2 iR E sl mH - FRAFE  KMA
HAEN R AT KR EEE /N E RSE G R RE R - 2
L e

ER N UBEEAERSEEZERRE LS RCEAR
KREE)HEE  FHEEEEEHS -

11



Mr D W PESCOD, Former Permanent Secretary for Commerce and
Economic Development (Communications and Technology): Thank you,
Chairman, and thank you for giving me this opportunity to make a few
remarks.

Before | do so, | want to say that | am mystified as to why Mr
GODFREY did not name me in his sworn statement since it must be obvious
to anyone that | was the Permanent Secretary at the time that this project was
initiated. Indeed, this has caused me some discomfort since Mr GODFREY
has suggested that by naming me without the protection afforded by a formal
inquiry, I may in some way be less than forthright in my statements to
members. Thisis of course nonsense. | want to make it absolutely clear |
volunteer to come here to answer members questions and do so entirely on
my own volition.

Let me turn to the issues.

First, | want to put this issue into context and | think context is very
important. At the beginning of 2010, the Internet Learning Support Project
(ILSP) was ssimply one of a number of issues that we were dealing with in
OGCIOQ, in the other four departments under me and the Bureau. Indeed, as
far as | was concerned at that stage, there were issues with a much higher
priority. My main concern, as far as | can recal, was to ensure that we
developed a credible scheme and that it was delivered properly.

Second, | should point out that | had a series of one-on-one meetings
with Mr GODFREY throughout the period he worked for me. These were an
attempt to ensure that he fully understood what | expected of him and | had a
regular opportunity to discuss issues with him informally. Indeed, | did this
with all of my Heads of Department but, in his case, since he came from
outside the civil service and did not always act in what | would regard as a
predictable manner, | felt this approach allowed me to understand where he
was coming from and to express myself to him more directly and in away that
he seemed to respond to. | never kept records of any of these discussions
since they were not intended to be formal meetings. | gather Mr GODFREY
took the same approach and did not record our conversations.

| can't exactly remember when we would have discussed the ILSP
project or what the context was but | have no reason to doubt that it would
have been around the beginning of 2010 as Mr GODFREY has suggested.
This would have been before the budget and, of course, before | was posted
out of CEDB. As far as the exact terms | might have used during a casua
and informal chat, again | can't say with any degree of accuracy asit is so long
ago. | can confirm that we did, at some stage, discuss both the way ahead for
the selection of a suitable service provider for the Special Purpose Vehicle and
which organizations might be interested. | made it very clear to Mr
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GODFREY that he must use an open and far selection process. | am
pleased to see, from his submission, Mr GODFREY did get the message.

Third, 1 can confirm that the Financia Secretary had expressed a
preference for us to use an established service provider for the new ILSP and
that iProA had been discussed during the Task Force meeting, with the FS
agreeing that they would be a suitable choice.

| must stress that, as far as| am concerned, there was nothing wrong with
the FS indicating a preference, particularly since Mr GODFREY had raised
the point that iProA were very interested in the project in his submission to the
Task Force. As far as | was concerned, iProA would have been a suitable
service provider based on their track record of involvement in the District
Cyber Centre Project. | would add that | never felt under any pressure to
favour any particular service provider nor did | indicate to Mr GODFREY that
he should give any advantage to iProA or any other organization.

Let me end by making another point. | fear that this issue has arisen
from a personality clash between Mr GODFREY and Miss TSE. If thisis
the case, it is most unfortunate but it certainly does not, to my mind, justify
the allegations of political conspiracy. | prefer to think that this merely
demonstrates a high level of disappointment from a dedicated officer that a
project that he was very personaly involved with from the earliest design
stage was not, perhaps, taken forward in the manner that he felt was most
appropriate. If thisis so, it is sad but, from my perspective, the involvement
of political officials in this exercise was not excessive or improper but within
the bounds of the normal interplay between the political level and the civil
service. Thank you.
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Mr Jeremy GODFREY: Thank you, Chairman.
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May | start by saying that | like and | respect both Mr PESCOD and Mr
Bassanio SO in equal measure. | had a very good working relationship with
both of them and | know that they are both honourable men.

| am very grieved that Mr PESCOD's memory may have let him down in
that he told me that, after the last Task Force meeting of the Internet Learning
Task Force, between that meeting and the budget steering group, he told me
he had been asked to go to a private meeting — | forget whether it was with
the Financial Secretary or one of hisoffice — in which he had been informed
very clearly of the clear preference as to who should win the case. He aso
told me, as he has confirmed, that his reaction to being told that was that, as
civil servants, he and OGCIO should do nothing other than run afair and open
process. He told me that as well and that is, of course, what we tried to do.
| took the opportunity, at the budget steering group, to look the Financia
Secretary in the eye and say to him very clearly that we would run an open
and fair process so that he would be in no doubt as to what we intended to do.

| have been challenged on many occasions to produce evidence to
corroborate my account of events and | have had to explain that | did not have
such evidence in my possession. However, the documents released by the
administration in the past few days do contain evidence that refutes a key
element of the story that the Government told to the Panel last week. This
evidence also strongly suggests that the account that | have given is truthful.

Before | outline the documentary evidence, let me briefly remind the
Panel of the salient aspects of the Government's story. The Government says
that the Financial Secretary did not intend that elnclusion or iProA be given
any specia treatment in the selection process; all he did was to express a
persona view that iProA might have the requisite skills and background to
implement the ILSP. The Government says that | twisted the Financial
Secretary's remarks and various other innocent remarks made by Miss TSE
and others to support unwarranted assertions about political interference.
They say that | fabricated these concerns because | wished to avenge myself
with a superior whom | did not like and who had decided not to renew my
contract.

They say that the contract renewal decision was based on concerns that |
was an oversensitive employee who had difficulties in communicating and
who would not listen to the views of others and that the contract decision did
not arise because of differences about the ILSP.

The Government supports its case by claiming that the first time | ever
articulated my view that there was a politica assignment was on 5 January
2011 when | informed Miss TSE that | wished to leave the Government as
soon as possible.  This last point is crucial, so crucia that the Government
made it no fewer than three times in last week's special Panel meeting. Let
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me quote verbatim from the recording of the English trandlation of last week's
meeting. In the thirty-fifth minute of the recording, Miss TSE said, "I
strongly deny having ever suggested any political assignment for the ILSP.
The phrase was Mr GODFREY's and was first imposed on me when he
notified me, on 5 January 2011, of his intention to seek early termination of
his contract. Such accusation never appeared in any early exchange."

In the fifty-fifth minute of the recording, Miss TSE said, "Although there
were great differences in opinion, the email he made at the time did not
mention anything about political assignment." And, in the sixty-eight minute
of the recording, Mr Greg SO said, "I checked the papers. Mr GODFREY
mentioned political assignment — that was on 5 January — and, before that,

| didn't see anything in relation to political assignment.”

Now, let me ask membersto look at the email that | sent to Miss TSE on
24 December 2010. Thisisto be foundin Lot 3 at page 4BK17. Thiswas
one of the emails from which Miss TSE quoted in her opening remarks last
week. It was sent 12 days before 5 January 2011. In the third paragraph,
on page 2 of the attachment, | say, "In retrospect, | think it was unfortunate
that | was ever made aware of the political agenda relating to the ILSP even
though | was also told that propriety in the selection process must take
precedence over any political objectives. This caused me much internal
agonising over my own actions and it made me particularly sensitive to
criticisms of my integrity in the press even though the particular accusations
were well wide of the mark."

And then, at the bottom of page 2, | discuss how we might avoid arepeat
of the problems relating to the ILSP. | say, "l aso think we can avoid this
situation by being more careful not to expose me to purely political issues. |
presume this is more consistent with the role of a politically neutral civil
servant. | think many of the problems on ILSP have arisen because | could
not honestly state that | was unaware that there was an outcome that was
regarded as politically desirable.”

Chairman, these quotations clearly expose the Government as having
misinformed the Panel when they claimed that the first time | ever mentioned
the political assignment was on 5 January 2011. There can be no possibility
that the Government was unaware of the full contents of this email. Miss
TSE must have read it very carefully before selecting the quotes from it that
she used last week in order to smear my reputation.  In fact, the references to
the political agenda and to the politically desirable outcome reflect the fact
that the existence of the political assignment had long been common
knowledge between Miss TSE and me.

As well as giving the lie to the assertion that | never mentioned the
political assignment before 5 January 2011, this email of 24 December is also
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directly incriminating. This was a conciliatory and self-effacing emall
intended to persuade Miss TSE that she and | could rebuild our working
relationship despite our difficulties. Yet the Government would have you
believe that | included startling and unsubstantiated allegations about political
interference in it. Wouldn't that have risked antagonizing Miss TSE rather
than conciliating her? Of course, it would. In fact, my purpose in
mentioning the political agendain the email was to depersonalize an issue that
we had both been dealing with for a long time so that Miss TSE and | could
put it behind us.

What did Miss TSE do when she received this email? She did nothing
to refute the statement about the political assignment.  She, in fact, adopted a
very friendly demeanour towards me when | returned to the office in early
January. She continued to involve me in the delicate negotiations with
elnclusion and Hong Kong Council of Social Services. But what would she
have done if the email really had contained startling and unfounded
allegations? As a careful bureaucrat, she would have refuted them straight
away, and in writing, and she would not have taken the risk of involving mein
delicate negotiations with the parties. Her behaviour in early January is
totally inconsistent with the Government's story but wholly consistent with
my account of events.

Chairman, the references to the political assignment contained in my
email of 24 December and Miss TSE's behaviour in early January strongly
suggest that my account of eventsistrue. At the very least, they demonstrate
that the Government misinformed the Panel when it repeatedly claimed that |
had first raised concerns about political assignment on 5 January 2011. This
is not the first time the Government has clearly misinformed the public or the
Panel. In early May, they told the media that my account of events did not
deviate from theirs. In March, they said that normal procedures were
followed throughout the selection process. Even the Government's own
account of the selection process could hardly be described as normal by any
honest person. That is at least three occasions when the Government has not
told the truth, either in order to concea critical facts or in order to avoid
further questions being asked. This is clear evidence of an attempted
cover-up.

The obvious question to ask is, what is it that the Government was trying
to cover up. This question can be answered satisfactorily only by a formal
inquiry where witnesses have lega protection from intimidation and
interference and where they can be examined and cross-examined on oath.
There is a very significant public interest in holding such an inquiry. The
public interest goes beyond the ILSP. As Mr Greg SO said last week, my
comments have caused the Government adverse impacts on the Government's
reputation. | think we will all agree that it isvital that Hong Kong maintains
its reputation as a jurisdiction which respects the rule of law rather than a
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jurisdiction where powerful members of the Government are immune from
investigation no matter how serious the issues raised and no matter how senior
or credible the person raising the issues.
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Mr Jeremy GODFREY: Let me say two things.

I'm very happy to be a co-defendant; | have no immunity. | have
thorough thought — | think we can all agree — that we should get to the

bottom of the truth here and that the behaviour of me and of everybody else
should be properly examined and judged.

In answer to your question about who is more senior, D8 or D6, | just
wish to say that | was the Controlling Officer for this programme; | took my
responsibilities as Controlling Officer very seriously indeed. The
Controlling Officer is personally responsible to use the money provided by the
Legidlative Council in a proper way. Many of my disagreements in the file
with Miss TSE arose partly because | felt that, as Controlling Officer, | could
not do my duty as Controlling Officer if | were to follow her instructions.
That conflict of duties bore very heavily on me.

And, lastly, you asked about my brain. | did have abrain scan once. |

was very insulted by the report because it said that Mr GODFREY''s brain was
totally unexceptionable.
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R EEELE -

Mr D W PESCOD, Former Permanent Secretary for Commerce and
Economic Development (Communications and Technology): Chairman,
in fact, it was the second Task Force meeting. | think the papers have been
released but, in the context of the paper that was produced to set out the
programme and the options, iProA was named in that paper; it was discussed
in that context.
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Mr D W PESCOD, Former Permanent Secretary for Commerce and
Economic Development (Communications and Technology): I
honestly ...... it's whatever the date of the second Task Force meeting is.

SXREEE  FEE W T2 ROEEME ?

Mr D W PESCOD, Former Permanent Secretary for Commerce and
Economic Development (Communications and Technology): It would
have just been discussed in passing during the meeting.
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Mr D W PESCOD, Former Permanent Secretary for Commerce and
Economic Development (Communications and Technology): As | said,
as far as | was concerned, the FS had expressed that iProA would have been
an entirely suitable ......
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R EEELE -

Mr D W PESCOD, Former Permanent Secretary for Commerce and
Economic Development (Communications and Technology): | gave him
avery clear message: Follow the normal procedures in terms of identifying
and recruiting the appropriate service delivery. | made that very, very clear
because | wanted ......
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Mr D W PESCOD, Former Permanent Secretary for Commerce and
Economic Development (Communications and Technology): | wanted
him to know where we were coming from.
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Mr D W PESCOD, Former Permanent Secretary for Commerce and
Economic Development (Communications and Technology): Yes. As
far as I'm concerned, when we have these private conversations, we discuss al
of the issues that are relevant to something.  In that context, of course, I'm
going to describe all the discussion that we've had.

I’% %ﬁn%ﬁ /§$§ °

Mr D W PESCOD, Former Permanent Secretary for Commerce and
Economic Development (Communications and Technology): The key
message, aways, is "follow the procedure’; that's the key message.
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Mr D W PESCOD, Former Permanent Secretary for Commerce and
Economic Development (Communications and Technology): No, | do,
because the key important message to him is, "Look, it doesn't matter
whatever else is going to come on; you need to follow the procedures.”

EREHE: HEWRRBEMAENEFPET  REFEERE
{0 fn] — [l 5 Il B 1R B9 2 - g 2 & A Ml BHE R AR ”ﬁ e 73 L A
RERETT T %%Fﬂmﬂn&%a@%mn@

Mr D W PESCOD, Former Permanent Secretary for Commerce and
Economic Development (Communications and Technology): As far as
I'm concerned, when | discuss things with my colleagues, | try to give them
the full picture. | want them to understand that there are issues that are going
to bediscussed. The key message is aways "follow procedure”
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Mr D W PESCOD, Former Permanent Secretary for Commerce and
Economic Development (Communications and Technology): Mr
GODFREY would have known that because of the discussion at the Task
Force.
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R EEELE -

Mr D W PESCOD, Former Permanent Secretary for Commerce and
Economic Development (Communications and Technology): Thank you,
Chairman. Mr LEE is asking why we have all made reference to iProA.
Mainly because that seems to be the focus of attention, as far as I'm concerned.
But | would draw your attention to paragraph 33 of the paper which was
submitted to the Task Force on 15 January. | have no idea where they arein
the bundle. In that paragraph which was produced by Mr GODFREY —

and this is the earlier stage at which the sort of detailed proposas were
brought out — it says very clearly "We gather that the Internet Professional

Association has begun planning for a socia enterprise to offer low-cost
broadband. This has not yet been established." That was the context that
thiscame up in. It was brought up during the course of the submission to the
Task Force. I'm afraid it was an issue that the Task Force considered. It's
assimple as that.
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R BEHERAE -

Mr Jeremy GODFREY: Yes.
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Mr Jeremy GODFREY: My persona evaluation had been different from
the conclusion of the Evaluation Panel, but | was not unhappy with the
conclusion in the sense that | felt that every member of the Evaluation Panel
had conducted their work scrupulously and, of course, fairly and | had no
reason to doubt things. But | was anxious, | would say, rather than unhappy,
about the result.

Let me explain why | was anxious. | need to go back, I'm afraid, in
order to explain that, to the conversation with Mr PESCOD. | should make it
clear | make no criticism of Mr PESCOD at al. In the conversation we had
together, he told me we had to ...... as he said, | can confirm, he told me we
had to follow established procedures. He forewarned me, effectively, that
there might be stormy political waters ahead because if iProA didn't win
because that was the expressed clear preference of the Financial Secretary.
This had been expressed to him in a separate private meeting that was held
after the Task Force meeting. But he said to me, "Carry on and we follow
normal procedures.” and what | did was to follow normal procedures. Of
course, in designing normal procedures, there's a little bit of flexibility so, |
took specia care to make sure that business competence was properly
reflected in the evaluation criteria, for example.

| also thought that iProA was less experienced than some of the other
bidders and that, if we made sure that all bidders got plenty of ...... had an
opportunity to talk to us and be briefed by us extensively then that would be
fair to al bidders but it might be something that iProA would particularly
benefit from.
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Mr Jeremy GODFREY: Excuse me, please let mefinish.
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Mr Jeremy GODFREY: Yes, well, | had been forewarned, as| say, both in
the conversation from Mr PESCOD and through the subsequent conversation
that Mr Bassanio SO had briefed me about, that these were stormy political
waters. | knew that, on a previous occasion when | had acted in a way that
was not expected, that some other Legidlative Council members have been led
to expect | might act in a different way, Mrs Rita LAU would be caused great
difficulty. | realisethat aD6 isnot more senior than a Secretary for ...... than
a policy secretary and that the policy secretary is politically accountable,
would be held politically accountable for whatever decision | made. | was,
therefore, anxious that the decision | made should be one for which this policy
secretary should be prepared to take political accountability. | thought that
was fair on her; | thought it would be unfair to pitch her into a political storm
that was not of her own ...... without forewarning her. So | sought guidance
from her.

PRIGMES - £F > WBGMBERESREEE - A EERE
LEE - WA RBRE RAEMECEXFTENEZ AR »
RRrEE — 1 o 2K A BUs 5 2

Mr Jeremy GODFREY: Okay, so if | may finish because | think it's
important. So | was anxious to make sure that whatever decision | made was
one which the secretary was prepared to take political accountability for. |
therefore went to see her and explained the situation. | explained that my
persona view had been that iProA were the best; | explained to her that the
evaluation committee had voted for HKCSS and | told her that, in my view,
there were three possible ways forward, each of which could result in a good
outcome for low-income families and each which might be justifiable. One
would be to pick iProA, one would be to propose collaboration and one would
be to pick HKCSS.

| asked her if she wished to give me any guidance about those three
options. She told me that she thought that picking iProA would cause such a
political storm she was not prepared to take accountability for it; she didn't
think we should do that. But, otherwise, she asked me to follow my own
judgement. At that point, | had very strong advice from the department that
following proposing collaboration was risky and inappropriate......
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Mr Jeremy GODFREY: Unfortunately, my ability to read Chinese is not
good enough to read the article in Eastweek Magazine athough its contents
were reported to me and | think | probably did, at some point, see atrandation
of it ......

ERE : HIRAE 2

Mr Jeremy GODFREY: ... from the Official Language Officer. But I'd
like just to make a couple of points, if | may. Oneiswhat did | mean by the
words "political agenda' and "politically desirable” ......
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Mr Jeremy GODFREY: Yes.
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Mr Jeremy GODFREY: Yes. | hopel handled the selection processin a
far and impartial manner but, of course, | knew about the Financial
Secretary's expressed preference that iProA should be made to win. | had
heard of that from Mr PESCOD and | had been told to follow normal
procedures. At avery late stage in the evaluation process, |I'd had a message
from ......

RERES - H0L - WEF.....

Mr Jeremy GODFREY: Please, let mefinish. 1'd had a message from Mr
Bassanio SO that the Financial Secretary's office had called him to check
whether | was aware of the Financial Secretary's views. It was very clear to
me what that meant. | tried to make sure that my knowledge of the Financial
Secretary's preferences did not influence my decisions but, of course, one
cannot "unknow" something that one knows. It might well have been the
case that, if | hadn't known that, | would have listened more carefully and
followed the advice of the department not to propose collaboration. I'm
afraid that's a hypothetical situation and | cannot say. So | hope it didn't but |
can't ...... and I'd just liketo make....... mention one point ......
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Mr Jeremy GODFREY: Let me explain the scoring system that we used.
We decided that we needed to use the full range of scores available in order to
avoid ...... in order to make sure that the weightings were fully applied. So
the scoring mechanism we used was that, on each element, the highest scoring
proposal should be given ten points or should be given a hundred marks.......

RE#ES @ FTAOIREERES.....

Mr Jeremy GODFREY: ... on each element whichever proponent was
regarded as the highest scorer and then others would be judged against the
standard set by the highest scorer. So, for example, if HKCSS were judged
to have the best business plan, they would get a hundred marks or ten marks
or whatever it was. They'd get full marksfor that ......

HEREE : R RS EETE

Mr Jeremy GODFREY: Please, let me finish. And, as aresult ...... and
that is why one person scoring felt that HKCSS was at |east equal highest, not
always the highest but at least equal highest, on every criterion. That was
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a ... that seemed to me a judgement he was perfectly entitled to make and,
because of the way the scoring system ......
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Mr Jeremy GODFREY: that resulted in him getting ahundred ......

Mr Jeremy GODFREY: Inthe context of the scoring system that was used,
there was nothing unusual in the fact that one evaluator ......
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Mr Jeremy GODFREY: | believethat's correct.
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Mr Jeremy GODFREY: Yes. There were two officias from each
department on the evaluation committee or the selection committee, whatever
itwascaled. One of the Education Bureau/Department officials disqualified
herself because of a conflict of interest and we were left with the other one.
Again, | didn't see anything particularly fatal to the fairness of the processin
allowing it to proceed on that basis.
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Mr Jeremy GODFREY: Yes.
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Mr Jeremy GODFREY: Let me put it this way. | should not alow a
political assignment to interfere with the fairness of any processthat ......
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Mr Jeremy GODFREY: Might | ask that | be permitted to answer the
question without interruption?
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Mr Jeremy GODFREY: So the question was what was the political
assignment ......

ERMBEES - FFEEZE —X- |justrepeat my question, al right? Now,
as a civil servant, why do you think that, when the Financial Secretary
mentioned the name and that you should interpret it as a political assignment?

Mr Jeremy GODFREY: Okay. That's not why | thought there was a
political assignment. If | can help the Financial Secretary out here, | think
there's nothing inappropriate at all in the Financial Secretary engaging in a
discussion about who the suitable providers might be for an outsourced
programme if that was all hedid. He actually also, beyond that, asked me to
go and brief iProA, and only iProA, about what was going to be in the budget.
But that | didn't regard as a political assignment either. Infact, | don't regard
that | was ever given a political assignment; the political assignment was not
on me. Mr PESCOD told me that, in a private meeting with the Financia
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Secretary or amember of his office, between ...... after the Task Force meeting,
the Financial Secretary told him it was mandatory or that we were required to
make sure iProA won but Mr PESCOD told us we had to reject that request,
as civil servants, and follow normal procedures. So | followed normal
procedures. | didn't feel that | had to get iProA to win. | felt nevertheless
that there was a political assignment, that someone had a political assignment
to make sure iProA should win, and when, at the end of the process, | saw an
approach being followed which, to my mind, was not in the best interests of
low-income families, could not really be ...... there was no logical reason to
pursue it, | was able to conclude only that the reason it was really being
pursued was because of the political assignment. | thought, as Controlling
Officer, | wasn't prepared to put up with that and that is why ...... and |
realized the point that, as a D6, | would have to follow the instructions of a D8.
| wasn't prepared to follow her instructions and it seemed to me that the only
thing | could do with integrity was to leave the Government, which is what |
sought to do.  And thank you for not interrupting.
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Mr Jeremy GODFREY: | don't think we considered whether to have a
third party on the Evaluation Panel in this case. | think we felt that we had
the requisite skills necessary to carry out the evaluation within the
Government, bearing in mind that not only did we have career civil servants, |
was also Chairman of the Panel and | have almost 20 years experience in the
telecoms and Internet business, I've conducted due diligence on business plans
for similar businesses for many, many clients. So we felt, | think, that we
had the requisite skills.
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Mr Jeremy GODFREY: | don't recal anybody declaring a conflict of
interest.
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Mr D W PESCOD, Former Permanent Secretary for Commerce and
Economic Development (Communications and Technology): No, of
course not. As far as I'm concerned, it was Mr GODFREY''s task to take it
forward in accordance with my instructions.
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Mr D W PESCOD, Former Permanent Secretary for Commerce and
Economic Development (Communications and Technology): Yes, I'd
already left by that stage.
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Mr Jeremy GODFREY: Yes.
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concluded that a majority of the Evaluation Panel recommended HKCSS as
the selected proposal to implement the programme." 5 % [ 1 T — A 5t
i : "This evaluation report will be submitted to the Controlling Officer for
consideration on the selection of proposal.”
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Mr Jeremy GODFREY: Yes. | think there are two questions. One is
about documents and one is about witnesses. |'ve only had these documents
for alittle over 24 hours, | haven't had a chance to confirm what's in them but
let me say | think there are some documents that are not in this bundle, that |
haven't seen in this bundle, that might be of assistance to a Panel or an inquiry.
| think there are three things. One is the minute dated 18 August. The
bundle contains two preliminary drafts of that minute and my recollection is
that there was at least one other preliminary draft but I'm not sure which ......
which actually was a draft of a minute that recommended giving the project to
iIProA rather than collaboration. However, I'm not sure that any copies of
that draft will have been retained. Secondly, there was some ...... quite a lot
of internal exchanges that were related to how the progress should be reported
to LegCo and what line to take ...... should be made with the press, both
around the time that collaboration was initiated and following the Eastweek
article. | think there may well be some rather instructive insights to be
drawn from comparing the various drafts and discussions about those things.
And, thirdly, | see that the bundle contains an early document from the ICAC
Corruption Prevention Division which was giving advice on the design of the
RFP process. I'm given to understand, though | haven't seen it myself, there
is subsequent correspondence from the ICAC Corruption Prevention Division
giving some observations on the processes it turned out at the end and | should
think that it can be of great assistance to the Panel or an inquiry to see al the
documents produced by the ICAC Corruption Prevention Division in relation
tothe ILSP. That'swhat | can say about documents. Of course, there may
be documents of which I'm unaware that would also be useful, that an inquiry
might uncover because an inquiry, of course, looks at documents, it talks to
witnesses and then it seeswhat elseto do. In terms of witnesses, I'm not sure
whether or not the administrative assistant to the Secretary for Commerce and
Economic Development was in any of the meetings; if he was, he might also
be able to be a useful eye-witness. And, of course, there are meetings in
which | was not present which, again, an inquiry might find the witnesses.
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And, finally, the point I make is that, in a Panel meeting, we can see that
the time given to witnesses to answer questions is very limited and the time
given to members to cross-examine witnesses is also limited. So, in a
situation like we have now where there's a need to weigh the evidence and the
credibility of the evidence given by different parties, an inquiry is a much
better way of establishing who it isthat's telling the truth.
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Mr Jeremy GODFREY: | can't comment about back in the 90s but | can
say that | was well aware of iProA's work in narrowing the digital divide.
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Hon Mrs Sophie LEUNG:  How famous you know of iProA?

Mr Jeremy GODFREY: | redly ...... | didn't know much about iProA
before | joined the Government.

Hon Mrs Sophie LEUNG: All right. Okay, so maybe my information is
wrong, then, Mr GODFREY. My information is that they were aimost the
very first oneto start eradicating the IT divide.

Mr Jeremy GODFREY: That may well be the case. | wasn't that closely
involved ......

Hon Mrs Sophie LEUNG:  Would you have any other operator that might
carry that fame in your mind?

Mr Jeremy GODFREY: | know iProA had done a lot of work on
narrowing the digital divide. | knew, also, that HKCSS have done work in
narrowing the digital divide. | knew that Caritas had done work in
narrowing the digital divide in distributing PCs. There are a few
organizations. Certainly, iProA was an organization | have a great dea of
respect for, particularly their work on narrowing the digital divide, as | do for
HKCSS and others.

Hon Mrs Sophie LEUNG: Yes. Thereason | ask isthat, you know, this
whole dilemma is about you suspecting some of the Government officials
mentioning iProA's name to you. It al started from there. So it could
be...... you know, I'm trying to place myself in their position.  If | were them,
| could have also mentioned, just by passing, that name and it's rather
innocently, not necessarily creating a political whatever. Could it possibly
be that?

Mr Jeremy GODFREY: Yes, | thank you for your question. | think
you're quite right: an innocent mention of iProA would not have caused me
to think there was a political assignment. But the reasons | thought there was
a political assignment was there was much more than an innocent mentioning
of iProA. Asl said, | wasinformed that ......
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Mr Jeremy GODFREY: I'm sorry, | think your question's perfectly
appropriate, if it's my place to say so. All | would say is | didn't gain the
impression of a political assignment because of some innocent comments
made by officials about iProA. | mean, certainly, in the open meetings of the
Task Force, the Financial Secretary clearly knew them very well and was very
keen on them and told us to talk to them and so forth. But the
communications that caused me to believe in a political assignment were
much more explicit.
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Mr Jeremy GODFREY: Yes, absolutely. My scoring for iProA was ......
| did my level best to make sure it wasn't influenced by political
considerations. | thought iProA had a stronger bid in terms of the business
model that they intended to use in engaging with ISPs. | thought it was very
innovative and | thought it addressed some of the tricky business issues that
could arise with a single-sourcing approach. So | was very taken with
iIProA's business model. | think that, compared to other members of the
Evaluation Panel, I'm someone who has a lot of business experience. | was
probably better able to appreciate why it was that that aspect of their bid was
so strong and that's why my conclusion was different from others.
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