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RTHK’s Archives
(radio :  1928         TV :  1970)

Video : 80,000 hrs 187,000 tapes );

Audio & music : 310,000 hrs 
370,000 tapes , vinyl discs , CDs );

Photos : 1.9 million photos 190 ; and 

Reference materials :  755,000 items 
(scripts , posters , books & articles ,

CDs , DVDs )
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Content of RTHK Archive 

High historical & cultural values High historical & cultural values 
television drama 
library shots 
school programmes 
recorded music / interview /
radio drama 
Cantonese & Putonghua songs 
Chinese opera 
Photos
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Problems facing RTHK Archive 

Disintegrate due to aging
Insufficient warehouse space 
Imperfect storage facilities 

- humidity 
- dust 
- air conditioning 

Obsolete playing machines 
Lack of comprehensive catalogue 
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Vinyl disc which contains precious 
Cantonese Opera
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Vinyl disc stacked up due to insufficient space



7

Media Asset Management System 
(MAM)

MAM consists of the following functions: ingestion, 
annotation, cataloguing, storage, retrieval and 
distribution of digital assets. Text, graphics, digital 
photo, animations, audio, videos and music are digital 
assets.

MAM
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Proposed MAM for RTHK 

restore archive materials at risk;

digitize the most valuable portion of RTHK’s archives 
(about 25%); 

( 25%)

provide specialized storage for the archives which will 
also facilitate subsequent access and retrieval.
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Benefits of MAM system 
MAM

Improve work efficiency 

Improve management of metadata and 
Intellectual property right

Facilitate easy public access
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Small Scale Archive Restoration Work 

For Long Term Archiving
Clean 16mm film 16
Convert 16mm film to Betacam tape 

16 Betacam
Convert open-reeled audio archive to CD

Scan film negatives to digital photo

Scan poster to digital format
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16mm film being cleaned & to 
be converted to digital 
Betacam tape

16
Betacam
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Open-reeled are 
converted to CDs
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Scan film negatives to 
digital photo (e.g. 
Below the Lion Rock)
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Public Access (TV) 

RTHK Classics Channel 
http://www.rthk.org.hk/classicschannel/tv.htm
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Public Access (radio) 

http://www.rthk.org.hk/classicschannel/radio.htm
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Advice Sought 

Members are invited to note 
developments and offer any advice they 

may have on the project.


