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Evolution of the Role, Functions and Responsibilities of the EPI Grade

From
1979 10
1986

+

*

EPA grade created in 1979, with a single functional rank, plus a training
rank:

EPAs were technicians for laboratory duties, field surveys and data
processing work;

from
1986 to
1989

SEPA rank created in 1987 to assist professionals in pollution control and
law enforcement duties; since 1989 following the publication of the White
Paper,

EPA’s and SEPAs’ duties expanded to include site supervision of waste
management facilities and contractors;

From
1989 to

present

Duties of EPAs and SEPAs (renamed as EPIs and SEPIs in 1990) expanded;
SEPIs, as assisted by EPls, lead law compliance inspections, and evidence
collection for prosecution; handle applications and technical assessments of
environmental licences, permits/approvals; and deal direct with counterparts
at supervisory and professional levels;

CEPI rank created in 1991, to relieve professionals of more routine
functional and managerial duties; to assist in court prosecution and to be the
operational manager for deployment and supervision of SEPIs and EPIs in 3
typical control section, reporting to senior professionals:

Integrated enforcement widely implemented in 1999 with the EPI grade
staff dealing with a broad range of environmenial pollution complaints and
inspections and enforcement of multi-disciplinary environmental legislation.
They are expected to be knowledgeable in all media and disciplines and
competent to independently handle cases that span across different media
and in monitoring the regulated businesses for law compliance;

The EPI grade staff has been delegated the responsibilities of the day-to-day
site management and supervision of the contractors of the waste facilities
built after 1989.  Their functions include contract management,
enforcement of operational and environmental requirements of contracts,
and technical assistance in the development of new waste facilities;

Since the implementation of the Construction Waste Disposal Charging
scheme beginning in 2003, the EPI grade staff'is further delegated the law
enforcement power and responsibilities to help administer the scheme,
alongside with their facility management and supporting functions.
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Environmental Lesisiation Enforced bv the EPD

(Position as at June 2008}

L-egisiation

Description of Control

Maximum Penalty

Air Pollution Control
Ordinance (Cap. 311) 1983

Provides for the control of air pollution from
stationary sources and motor vehicles.  Also
enables promulgation of regulations (as

below).

* fine §500,000, 12-month
imprisonment

= daily fine $100.000 for continuing
offence

Air Pollution Canirol (Appeal
Board) Regulations 1983

Provides for appesl by any person aggrieved
by decisions, requirements or specifications

under the Air Pollution Control Ordinance.

na.

Alr Pollution Control
{Asbestos) (Administration)
Regulation 1995

Provides for the qualifications and fees for
registration as asbestos consultants,

coniractors, supervisors and laboratories,

* fine $500,600, 12-month
imprisonment

* daily fine $100,600 for continuing
offence

Air Pollution Control
{Construction Dust)
Regulation 1997

Require contractors to take dust reduction
measures when construction work is being

carried out.

# fine $100,000, 3-month imprisonment
* daily fine 510,000 for continuing
offence

Air Pollution Control
(Dry-cleaning Machines)
(Vapour Recovery) Regulation
2001

Requires dry-cleaning machines using PCE
as & dry-cleaning agent 1o be equipped with a
vapour recovery system and to meet the
stipulated emission standard.

* fine $100,000
* daily fine $20,000 for continuing
offenca

Air Pollution Contrel {Dust &
Grit Emission) Regulations
1974

Stipulates the emission standards, assessment
procedures and requirement for assessing
particulate emissions from staticnary
combustion sources,

* fine $5,000

* daily fine $50 for continuing offence

Air Pollution Conirol
{Emission Reduction Devices
for Vehicles) Regulation 2003

Requires pre-Euro light diesel vehicles up 1o
4 tonnes to have emission reduction devices

for licence renewal,

* fine $5,000

Air Pollution Contro (Fuel
Restriction) Regulations 1090
(please also refer to the
aniended provisions under he
AFPC {Fuel Resiriction)
{dmendment} Regulation
2008))

Provides for the prohibition on the use of
liquid fuels of a sulphur content of more than
0.5% by weight and of & viscosity of more
than é centistokes at 40°C, or of solid fuels of
& sulphur content of more than 1% by weight
in any relevant plant, except for Sha Tin
where only gaseous fuel is allowed.

* fine $20,000, 6-tmonth imprisonment
* daily fine $5,000 for contisuing
offence

Air Pollution Control
{Furnaces, Ovens &
Chimneys) (Installation and
Alteration) Regulations 1972

Requires the submission of plans for the
installation and alteration of furnaces, ovens
and chimneys to ensure appropriate designs.
Requires prior approval to ensure suitable
design for the installation and alteration of
furnaces, ovens and chimneys.

* fine $50,000
* daily fine $300 for continuing offence

Alr Pollution Control {Motor

Sets out the specifications of liquid moter

* fine $50,000




Legistation

Description of Control

Maximum Penalty

Vehicle Fuel) Regulation 1994

vehicle fuel to be used in motor vehicles and
prohibits the sale of leaded petrol.

Restricts sulphur content of diesel fuel
0.03%%,

* daily fine $5.000 for continuing
offence

Air Pollution Control (Open
Burning} Reguiation 1996

Prohibits open buming of construction
wasles, tyres and cables for metal salvage,
and controls other open burning activities by

permit system,

* fine $50,000
* fine $308 per 15 minutes for
continuing offence, 3-month

imprisonment

Air Poliution Contral (Petrol
Filling Stations) { Vapour
Recovery) Regulation 1999

Requires petrol dispensers and petral storage
tanks of petrol filling stations and petrol
delivery vehicles to be equipped with
effective vapour recovery systems and o
observe good practice during petrol

unloading and vehicle refusiing.

* fine $260,000, G-month
imprisonment

Alir Pollution Conirol {Smoke)

Regulations 1983

Restricts emissions of dark smoke from

stationary combustion sources,

* fine $20,000
* fine 5100 per 13 minutes for

continuing offence

Air Pollution Control
(Specified Processes)
Regulations 1987

Provides the administrative framework for

the licensing of Specified Processes,

* {ine $200,000, 6-month
imprisonment

* daily fine 320,000 for continuing
offence

1,

Air Pollution Control Provides for the suppiy of information and n'a
(Specified Processas) specifications by owners of certain existing
{Specification of Requirement | specified processes to the air pollution

Particulars and Information) control authority,

Order 1993 and 1994

Air Pollution Control (Vehicle Tightens the emission standards further for nfa
Design Standards) {Emission) | ali newly registersd vehicles.

Repulation 1992

Building {Demolition Works) Regalates building demolizion, including g

Regulation (Cap. 123) 1962

prevention of nuisance,

Ozone Layer Protestion
Ordinance (Cap. 403) 1989

Gives effect to Hong Kong's international
obligations under the {985 Vienna
Convention, the 1987 Montreal Protocol and
any amendmens o control the manufacture,
the import and the export of ozone depleiing
subsiances.

* fine $1,000,600, 24-month
imprisonment
* daily fine $160,000 for continuing

offence

Ozone Layer Protection
(Controlled Refrigerants)
Regulation 1994

Requires the conservation of controlled
refrigerants used in large scale installations
and motor vehicles.

* fine $100,000

Ozone Layer Protection
{Products Containing
Scheduled Substances)
(mport Banning) Regulation

Prohibits the import of portable fire
extinguishers containing halons from all
countries, and other controlled products from
a couniry or place not a party to the Montreal

* fine $200,000. 6-month
imprisonment




Legislation

Deseription of Control

—

Maximum Pepaliy

1993

Protocol unless the Authority considers that it
complies with the requirements of the
Proweol,

Alr Pellution Control (Volatile
Organic Compounds)
Regulation 2007

Sets out the limits on VOC content of painis?
coatings, printing inks and selected consumer
products to reduce the total emission of
VOCs from these projects to the atmosphere,
Requires the annual reporting of sales
amount of regolated products, labeling,
information display and prior notification for
regulated paints, and instaliation of emission
control device for all fithographic hestest web

printing machines.

¥ fine $200,000, 6-month imprisonmen:

Afr Pollution Control (Fuel
Restriction){Amendrment)
Regulation 2008

{cifectiva date : Oct 2008

tentative)

Mandating the use of ulira low sulphur diesei
(ULSD) or cleaner diese fuel in indusirial
and commercial processes and allowing the
use of other fuels and technologies as an
altemative means to reduce emssions.

5‘ fine

imprisonment

$30,000, 3-month

{forthcoming) Banning Idling

vehicles with ruaning engines

® 2009 tentative

* public consultation ended ou 31/3/2008

* no information

ii} Noise

Legisiation

Deseription of Control

Maximum Penalty

General
Construciion

Notise Controf Ordinance

Controls construction

¥ fine $200,000

Work

{Cap. 400) 1988; Noise
Centrol (Generat) Regulation
1989, Noise Control (Appeal
Board) Regulation 1989;
Noise Control {Censtruction
Work) Regulation 1998; Noise
Control (Designated Area)
Notice 2001

noise from (a) the use of
powered mechanical
equipment; and (b) the
carrying out of certain
noisy works in designated
areas, between 7 p.m. and
7 a.m. and on general
holidays by construction
f0ise permits,  Director
of Environmental
Protection issues permit in
accordance with two
relevant statutory

Technical Memoranda.

= daily fine $20,000 for continuing

offence

Percussive
Piling

MNoise Controi Ordinance
(Cap. 400) 1988; Noise
Control (General} Regulations
1939; Noise Contrel {Appeal
Board) Regulation 1989,

{2} Prohibits percussive
piling between 7 p.m. and
7 a.m. and on general
holidays; and (b} restricis
the working hours of

* fine $100,000
* daily fine $20,000 for continuing

offence




Legislation

i

Description of Contral

Maximum Penalty

Noise Control (Amendment)
Ordinance 1997

percussive piling at other
times by construction
noise permits,  Director
of Environmental
Protection issues permit in
accordance witha
relevantly statutory
Technical Memorandum.

Industrial and
Commercial

Activities

Moise Control Ordinance
{Cap. 400) 1988; Noise
Control (General) Reguiations
1989; Noise Control (Appeal
Board) Regulation 1989

Conirols noise from
industrizl and commercial
activities, including
ventilation noise, through
neise abaiement notices.
Direcior of Environmental
Protection isaues notices
in accordance with a
relevant statutory
Technical Memorandum.

* fine $100,000
* daily fine $20.000 for continuing

ofierice

Noisy Producs

Noise Control Ordinance
(Cap. 400} 1988; Noise
Cuontrol (Hand Helg
Percussive Breakers)
Regulation 1991; Noise
Control (Air Compressors)
Regulation 1991

Controls the import,
manufacture, supply and
use of hand held
percussive breakers and
portable air compressors.
Requires such noisy
construction equipment to
comply with a stringent
foise emission standard
and be fitted with a noise
emission label issued by
the Director of
Envirommental Protection
before use,

* fine $200,000
* daily fine $20,000 for continuing

oifence

Individual
Motor Vehicles

Road Traffic Ordinance (Cap.
374) 1982; Noise Contro}
Ordinance (Cap. 400) 1988:
Noise Control (Motor
Vehicles) (Amendment)
Regulation 2002

Requires all motor
vehicles, including buses,
commercizl vehicles,
lorries & motor cyeles,
first registered in Hong
Kong 1o meet with
stringent noise emission
standards.

* fine $10,000, 3-month imprisonment




i) Wastes

Iﬂisiation

Description of Centrol

Maximum Penalty

Waste Disposal Ordinance
{Cap. 354) 1990

Provides for the licensing of collection
services and disposal facilities for all tvpes of
waste, the prohibition of livestock keeping in
urban areas, the control of livestock keeping
in restriction areas, the control of the
discharge or deposit of livestock waste in
designated control aress, the control scheme
on chemical waste, the contro] of illegzl
dumping of waste, the control of import and
export of waste and for the establishment of &
system whereby specified wastes must be
notified to the relevant authority who may
give directions as 10 the method of disposal,
Requires also the production of a
comprehensive plan for the collection and
disppsal of wastes,

* fine $300,000, 2-v7 imprisonment
* daily fine 10,000 for continuing

offence

Waste Disposal (Livestock
Waste) Regulations 1988

Sets out the detail legal requirements for
proper handling of livestock waste to guard
against dangers 1o public health or risks of
pollution.

* fine §50,000
* daily fine $5,000 for continuing

offence

Waste Disposal {Chemical
Waste) {Geperal) Regulation
1992

Provides for contro! on all aspects of chemical
waste disposal, incloding storage, collection,
ranspart, treatment and final disposal.

* fine $200,000, 5-month imprisenment

Waste Disposal (Permits and
Licences) (Forms and Fees)
Regulation 1992

Prescribes the forms and fees for application
of licences for waste collecsion and disposal,
and the permits for import and export of

waste,

s

Waste Disposal (Appeal
Board) Regulation 1992

Provides for the setting up of an appeal
mechanism against decisions made under the

Waste Disposal Ordinance.

Waste Disposal (Charges for
Drisposal of Chemical Waste)
Regulation 1993

Requires payment of charges for disposal of
chemical waste at the Chemical Waste
Treatment Centre thus creating an concinic
incentive towards waste minimization.

na

Waste Disposal (Designated
Waste Disposal Facility)
Regulation 1997

Provides for the maintenance of orderly
conduct with sites used for waste disposal
activities; measures to counteract the evasion
of charges payable in connection with the
provision of waste disposal services at such
sites; and proof matters in proceedings before
a court in relation to ihe provision of waste
disposal activities at such sites.

* finz $100,000

S



Legislation Bescription of Control Maximum Penalty
Waste Disposal (Refuse Extends the services of zovernment-owned * fine $200,000, 6-month imprisonment

Transfer Station) Regulation
1998

refuse transfer stations to private waste
coltectors and requires pavmenst of service

charges.

Dumping at Sea Ordinance
(Cap. 466) 1995

Provides for control on marine dumping, and
for connected purposes.

* fine $300.000, 2-yr imprisonment
* daily fine $10,000 for continuing
oifence

Public Health and Municipal
Services Ordinance (Cap.
132} 1960

Provides for prevention and control of waste.
it alzo provides for removal of litter or waste

from 2ny places.

* see fived penalty fine below

Fixed Penalty (Public
Cleanliness Offence)
Ordinance (Cap. 570) 2001

Provides for fixed penaky for offences
including littering, spitting, unauthorized
display of bills or posters, and dog fouling in
public places. EPD is empowered to enforce
the scheduled offence “unlawfu} depositing of

waste”,

* fine $1.500

Waste Disposal (Charges for
Disposal of Construction
Waste) Regulation 2005

Introduce a charging scheme for the disposal
of construction waste a: landfills, sorting
facilities and public fill fucilities providing an
economic incentive for developers and
consiruction contractors to reduce C& D

materials.

* fine $100,000

forthcoming) Clinical waste
control

® 2010 rentative

* no information

{fortheoming) Product
Eco-Responsibility Bill

* 2009 tenrative

® no information

ivy Water

Legislation

Description of Control

Maximum Penalty

Water Pollution Control
Ordinance (Cap, 338) 1980

Provides for the designation of control zones
within which discharges of effluent other than
domestic sewage into a foul sewer or
discharge of unpolluted water into stormwater

drain must be licensed.

* fine $1,000,000, 2-yr imprisonment
* daily fine $40,000 for continuing
offence

Water Polluiien Control
{(General) Regulations 1986

Gives practical effect to the Ordinance.

* fine $200,000, 6-month imprisonment

Water  Pollution Conirol
{Appeal Board} Regulations
I985

Sets out procedures to be followed in appeals
against orders made or directions given under
the Ordinance,

n'a

Water Pollution Conrrol
(Sewerage) Regulation 1994

Imposes requirements on private lot owners to
coilect and convey wastewater to public
sewers and provides for control over the
operation and maintenance of private

* fine $200,000
* daily fine $10,000 for continuing

offence

7



Legislation

Deseription of Control

Maximum Penalty

wastewater treatment facilities.

.

v}  Dumping at Sea

Legislation

Description of Control

Maximum Penalty

Dumping At Sea Ordinance
{Cap. 468) 1993

Provides for controi on marine dumping,
extends control on marine pollution, gives
legal effect 10 the Marine Dumping Action
Plan.

* fine $500.000, 2-yr imprisonment
* daily fine $10,000 for continuing
offence

vi}) Environmental Impact Assessment

Legislation

Description of Control

Maximum Penalty

Envirommental Impact
Assessment Ordinance (Cap,
499) 1998

Requires ail public and private sector projects
with potential for significant environmental
impacts to be subject to the EIA process.
Implement the measures recommended in the
ElA studies through the issuance and

enforcement of environmental permits.

* fine $5.000,000, 2-yr imprisonment
{on indictment}

* fine $1,000,060, 1-37 imprisonment
(summary conviction)

* daily fine $10,000 for contintting

offence

vii} Hazardows Chemicals

Legistation

Description of Control

Maximum Penalty

Hazardous Chemicals
Control Ordinance (Cap. 595)
2008

Provides for the regulation, through an
activity-based pesmit systern, the fmport,
export, manufaciure and use of non-pesticide
hazardous chemicals that have potentially
harmful or adverse effects on human health or

the environment,

* fine $50,000, 1-yr imprisonment

Hazardous Chemicals
Control (General) Regulation
2008

Provides for applications for -

* issue or renewal of permit for the
manufacture, export, import or use of
scheduled chemicals

* variation of permit condition

* variation of directions of DEP regarding the
disposal of scheduled chemical

? issue of duplicates of permit

n’a

Import and Expont Ordinance
{Cap. 60)

Provides for the regulation of import and
export of anticles into and from Hong Kong,
the handling and carriage of such articles with
Hong Kong. The impori/ export of, inter alia,
the scheduled chemicals subject to the conirol
of the Hazardous Chemicals Conirol
Ordinance requires an import/ export licence

na




Legisiation Description of Control Maximum Penalty ;
issued by EPD under Cap, 60 on a I
consignment basis. The enforcement of the [
licensing requirements is carried out by !
C&ED. |
Sep 2008
References

EPD website ; “Environmental Legislation”

hitp: ey epd aov hidepdienelish/iaws regulations‘envir lesislation/daws mainconient ebhimi

Departmenst of Justice : “Bilingual Laws Information System™

hitp/fwww lezislation.pov.hk/enahome. lum
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?U{H}?EF A(1) to EP 101E/G3/6 Director of Environmental Protection BESKERE
ty :

YOUR REF: 28th Floor, Southorn Centre, '”L &l

Tl"El'.rI NO.: 130 Hennessy Road, P el

fif u,m (852) 2835 1001 Wanchai, Hong Kong. AL

1 December 1998
To : All EPl Grade Staff

M Loy,

EPI Grade Review

| am writing to let you know that the departmental senior
r management accepts in prmcxpte the consultant's recommendations for the EPI
. Grade Review.

In brief, the report findings confirm our belief that some adjustment
to the EPI grade's pay scale is justified. We will reflect this in our proposed
submission to CSB and SPEL. Having regard, however, to the prevailing
economic climate, as recommended by the consultant we would first put up a
proposal to create a new higher rank for the EPI grade. We would also
explore in detail the feasibility of replacing the existing EP! grade with a new
grade in the Higher Diploma group in the longer term.

As explained in my meeting with your DCC and EPIB
representatives on 26 November, the department management would welcome
your comment on the proposals. | would encourage you to reflect your views
to your DCC group representative or to the EPIB representative in the coming
weeks before the X'mas holidays.

We hope to complete the consultations in early January 1999 so
that we could proceed with a submission to CSB and SPEL as early as

possible. .
o

/( Robert J S Law )
Director of Environmental Protection

(w/Chinese translation attached)

ERVING IHE COM: _

Serving the community for a better environment

REREE  BELE ‘/‘






