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LAW AND ORDER

POLICE QUESTIONED OVER VIGIL

S.CMP

Critics say crowd control measures at Victoria Park on June 4 - including
diverting people to faraway entrances - were a bid to restrict access

Amv Nlp ..........................................
amy.nip@scmp.com

Members of a police watchdog have
questioned crowd control measures
at the June 4 vigil in Victoria Park, as
the event's organiser vowed to lodge
a complaint alleging an attermnpti to
limit access to the venue.

tional half an hour walking to ather
entrances, the alliance says. People
were also stopped from getting to the
football pitches where the main stage
was located before they were fully oc-
cupied, it said.

Ata council meeting yesterday, Dr
Helena Wong Pik-wan, one of the 20
members, said her husband was sent
to a distant entrance while she was
sitting on a football pitch.

“Only one third of the last football
pitch was filled, but the crowd was al-
ready barred from entering,” she

The Hong Kong Alliance in Sup-
port of Patriotic Democratic Move-
menits of China, organiser of the vigil
in Victoria Park in remembrance of
the June 4 crackdown in 1989, has ac-
cused police of diverting the crowd to
narrow, distant entrances to the park
on Saturday to delay entrance and
limit the numbers attending.

Although the alliance has yet to

said, adding that the Basic Law guar-
anteed freedom of assembly.

“Police responsibility is to facili-
tate assemblies. But now there are
conspiracy theories saying there was
a political agenda,” she said.

At the meeting, Wong also ques-
tioned police representatives about
the closure of major entrances into
the park earlier than in previous
years.

Duncan Stuart, chief superin-
tendent of the police complaints and
internal investigations branch, said

file a complaint to the Independent
Police Complaints Council, mem-
bers of the council - including one
who was directly affected - urged the
police to look into the allegations.

In previous years, participants
could enter the park from Tin Hau
MTR station in 10 minutes. Buta
nearer entrance was blocked this
year and the crowd spent an addi-

safety of the public remained a top
consideration in crowd control.

Meanwhile, alliance chairman
and lawmakerLee Cheuk-yan doubt-
ed safety was the reascn behind the
diversions. “People needed to climb
a flight of stairs and the path there
was narrower. It was even more dan-
gerous for the crowd,” he said.

Lee said he suspected a political
objectve in reducing the number of
people going into the park.
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Organizers of the July t march are geared up for the ‘bigrally.’ sinaTAC

Organizers to appeal cop
conditions on July 1 rally

Dianalee

Organizers of the annual July 1 march are to appeal against two police
conditions they feel will be used to suppress demonstrations. -

They also expressed concern at a threat to use a contingency route
to divert protesters if the crowd becomes too large and a restriction on
noise, which they say will tum marchers into “*zombies.™

The two conditions being appealed are that the organizers will be
held accountable for unauthorized fund-raising and any public
gatherings after the rally has been completed.

Barristers Martin Lee Chu-ming, founding chairman of the Demo-
cratic Party, and Erik Shum Sze-man will represent the organizers at
the Appeals Board on Public Meetings and Processions tomorrow.

Mak Tak-ching, who is in charge of the rally, said the two conditions
are not new but they found the need to appeal this time as the ““un-
reasonable conditions” can be used to suppress demonstrations, es-
pecially at a time when police are reported to be taking tougher action
against street protests.

“*We have no power to control pe()plt:’s movements or their freedom
of expression after the rally is over,”” Mak said, adding that they also
have no right to check whether anyone had obtained a temporary
hawker’s license for fund-raising from the Food and Envirenmental
Hygiene Department.-

March organizer Civil Human Rights Front also expressed concern
about the “*contingency route,” first used durmg, the candlelight vigil
on June 4, in which police can send protesters in a roundabout way if
the turnout reaches a certain figure that has not been specified.

Hong Kong Human Rights director. Law Yuk-kai said police had
also given them several other notices ** for reference”” but which place
extra restrictions. One is that it is an offense if anyone plays a musical
instrument that can be considered a source of annoyance 1o someone
else. “*Such a requirement means the protesters can do nothing but
jump or walk forward like zombies at the same speed,”” Law said.

A representative of the organizer, Jackie Hung Ling-yussaid: **Our
experience shows that what slows down the rally is not the collection
of signatures or fund-raising but the pOIILL s attempts to spht the
marchers into groups for crowd control.”

The march starts at Victoria Park at 3pm and ends at the Central
Government Offices. The organizer has urged the public to cnter the
park via Causeway Bay instead of Tin Hau, if they expect to arrive
after 3pm,
diana.lee@singtacnewscorp.com
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http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr00-01/chinese/counmtg/hansard/010221fc.pdf
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr02-03/chinese/counmtg/hansard/cm0122ti-translate-c.pdf
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr03-04/chinese/counmtg/hansard/cm0630ti-translate-c.pdf
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr05-06/chinese/counmtg/hansard/cm1123ti-translate-c.pdf
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr06-07/chinese/panels/se/agenda/seag0605.htm
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr06-07/chinese/panels/se/minutes/se070605.pdf
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr08-09/chinese/counmtg/hansard/cm0624-translate-c.pdf
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr09-10/chinese/counmtg/hansard/cm1202-translate-c.pdf
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr09-10/chinese/panels/se/agenda/se20100202.htm
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr09-10/chinese/panels/se/minutes/se20100202.pdf
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr10-11/chinese/counmtg/hansard/cm1110-translate-c.pdf
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr10-11/chinese/panels/se/agenda/se20101111.htm
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http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr10-11/chinese/panels/se/agenda/se20101111.htm
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr10-11/chinese/panels/se/agenda/se20110408.htm
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