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Appendix I
b 5k 1

British Council appoints new director for arts

24 February 2011
The British Council — the UK’s international cultural relations organisation -
has appointed Graham Sheffield asits new Director Arts.

Martin Davidson, British Council Chief Executive said: “I am delighted to
announce that Graham Sheffield has been appointed to the role of Director Arts.
His extensive arts management and creative experience will ensure that the arts
remain at the heart of the British Council’s mission to strengthen ties between
the UK and people in over 100 countries."

Graham Sheffield has held a number of high profile roles in the UK and
internationally. Most recently he was CEO of the West Kowloon Cultural
District in Hong Kong and before that he was Artistic Director of the Barbican
Centre and Chair of the City of London Arts and Culture Forum and of the
International Society for the Performing Arts.

Graham will join the British Council at the beginning of May. The role of
Director Arts involves providing leadership and direction to a team of arts
managers and specialists in the UK and overseas as well as focussing on
strategy and delivery of an inspiring programme across the art forms.

The arts are at the heart of the British Council’s cultural relations work around
the world. Whether it is in Egypt or India, the USA or China, international
projects in the visua arts, music, drama, literature, architecture, film and the
broader creative industries have the power to shape people' s understanding of
the UK. International collaborations with institutions and artists bring British
creativity to the attention of huge audiences and unlock creative and
commercial opportunities for the next generation of artists.

Speaking of his appointment, Graham Sheffield commented: “1 am looking
forward with enthusiasm to working with all British Council colleagues and the
sector at large to deliver a programme that will continue to inspire, enrich and
engage people across the world. The current Anish Kapoor exhibition in India,
the cultural programme at last year’s Shanghai Expo and the Russian market
focus of the forthcoming London Book Fair are just afew high profile examples
of British creativity making a difference internationally.”



A summary of the British Council’s arts programme of work for 2011 can be
found here: http://www.britishcouncil.org/bc-arts-calendar-2011-issue-01.pdf.

Rebecca Walton, interim Director Arts, will take up another senior role in the
British Council focussed on partnership and business devel opment.

Graham Sheffield was previousy Chief Executive Officer of the West
Kowloon Cultural District Authority in Hong Kong, leading the development of
one of the largest arts infrastructures and programming projects ever
envisioned.

Graham was Artistic Director of the Barbican from 1995-2010. Under his
directorship, the Barbican became one of the most innovative, dynamic and
respected centres in the arts world, with an award-winning international
programme.

Graham was Chair of the City Arts and Culture Forum, responsible for strategic
coordination and policy for the City of London's extensive arts portfolio,
including its cultural plans for 2012 and beyond. He was Chair of the Royal
Philharmonic Society (2007-2010), and also consulted to the Luminato Festival
of Arts and Creativity in Toronto. Further to this he has also been the Chair of
the International Society for the Performing Arts.

In 2009 Graham was appointed Advisor Arts and Creative Economies to the
British Council, and joined the Advisory Committee for Index on Censorship.

He was awarded CBE in the 2010 New Year's Honours' list for services to the
arts.

Graham’s earlier career was as Music Director at the South Bank Centre and a
Senior Music Producer at BBC Radio 3.

Ends

Media contact

Mike Findlay
Senior Press Officer.0
British Council
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"It was a real privilege to lead the WKCD project last year. Unfortunately | became extremely unwell during
my time in Hong Kong and | finally resigned in mid-December, before returning to the UK for Christmas
and urgently to see my doctor. | had intended to work my notice, but | was strongly advised by my doctor
in London not to return to the job in Hong Kong. The Board of WKCDA were compassionate about my
health situation and, in the circumstances, did not require me to work through my notice period. | sincerely
appreciate that gesture, since that generosity of spirit has contributed to my on-going and steady recovery
at home.

"After my resignation | initially alerted friends, networks and recruitment firms to my new situation, to begin
a search for new employment opportunities in the medium term, including that offered by the British
Council. | was asked to participate in their selection process only after | had resigned from WKCDA and
was back in the UK.

"In the last two months | have gone through a scrupulous, competitive and very thorough recruitment
exercise for this new appointment. | will start work with the British Council in May, after two more months
of rest and more than four months after resigning from WKCD and leaving Hong Kong. | believe | have
behaved with integrity and regard for due process at all times. | am sorry that my departure and
subsequent appointment at the British Council has caused concern and controversy. That was absolutely
not my intention. | am proud to have been part of the wonderful WKCD project and grateful to the
excellent team | worked with. | wish this wonderful venture a successful future.

Graham Sheffield"
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