Part 1
Clause 1

Legislation Publication Bill

Provide

A BILL
To

for the establishment of an electronic database of legislation and
approval of a website on which the information in the database may
be published and accessed; to give legal status to copies of the
legislation published on an approved website; to provide for powers
to make editorial amendments and revisions to Ordinances; to
provide for additional editorial powers for preparation of the foose-
leat edition of the Laws of Hong Kong; to provide for related
matters; and to make consequential amendments.

Enacted by the Legislative Council.
Part 1
Preliminary

Short title and commencement

(1) This Ordinance may be cited as the Legislation Publication
Ordinance.

(2) Subject to subsection (3). tFhis Ordinance comes into
operation on a day fo be appointed by the Secretary for Justice
by notice published in the Gazette.

(33 This Part, Part 4 and Part 6, Division 1, Division 2 (except

section 26), Division 4 (except sections 28 and 29) and
Division 5 come into operation on_the day on which this
Ordinance is published in the Gazette.

Interpretation
(1) In this Ordinance—

Part 1

LC Paper No. CB(2)1911/10-11(02)

Legislation Publication Bill

Clause 2 2

approved website (52T H4uL) means a website approved under
section 3(b);

as-made-Ordinance LR means-an-Ordinanee as-orisinally
enacted-or-made:
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etmwlzdated copyversion ( # 5] L K40, in relation to an
', TNeans a u)uvef-%ﬂ it of thee rdi showing
xi_as amended )%H%a%%mﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%@d all permitted
amendments #—fereethat have taken effect as at a date
specified in the copypartiewlartime-on-a-partiewlar-date;
database (£¥1#) means the electronic database of the legislation
applying in Hong Kong established under section 3(a);

anthenticated-copy-t

database instrument (GEHT 3D means an Ordinance. the Basic
Law, a national law awm\/me in Hong Kone or an item of
materials or information referred 1o in section 4(2)cy:

editorial amendment (% 2 27) means an amendment to an
Ordinance made under section 12683-ex42;

£

sazetted copy (] ). in relation to an Ordinance, means a
copy of the Ordinance as originally enacted or made, and
published in the Gazette;

official verification mark (55 7172585 means a symbol. word
or statement, or a combination ()f any_of them, specified by
the Law Drafisiman on an approved website for the purposes
of Part 2;

permitted amendment (5 0] {Z5]), in relation to an Ordinance,
means-——

(a) an amendment to the Ordinance made by another
Ordinance;

(b) an editorial amendment to the Ordinance; or

{c) an amendment to the Ordinance made under section
H2Hp—td—er—tey2A(1) of the Laws (Loose-leaf
Publication) Ordinance 1990 (51 of 1990);
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verified copy (L2587 A — see section 4A(1),

(2)

In this Ordinance, a reference to a database instrument as at a

date specified in a copv or reproduction of a copv of the
instrument includes, if a time on that date is specified in the
copy or reproduction, a reference to the instrument as at that
time on that date,
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Part 2
Clause 3 4
Part 2
Database of Legislation
3. Establishment of database
The Secretary for Justice may—
(a) establish and maintain an electronic database of the
legislation applying in Hong Kong; and
(by approve a website on which the information in the
database may be published and accessed.
4. Contents of database

(1) The database is to contain—

(a) consolidated wersions-—copies of Ordinances that have
been given chapter numbers under section 1 1{a);
{aa)__pazetted copies of Ordinances published in the Gazette
on_or_after the date on which this Part comes into
operation;
(ab) _the Basic Law;
(by national laws applying in Hong Kong; and
(¢) the record of editorial amendments compiled under
section 15.
(2) The database may also contain—
(a) bills to be introduced or introduced into the Legislative
Council; and
(b) as-made-Ordinancesi-and
{c) other legislatiens—materials and information that the

Secretary for Justice considers useful to users of an
approved website,
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Clause 4A 5

4A. Status of verified copies of database instruments

(1) A copy of a database instrument—

(a)  that m published on or printed directly from an approved

(by that bears an official verification mark,

is a verified copy of the instrument,

(2) A verified copy of a database instrument is presumed, unless
the contrary is proved. to correctly state the instrument as at
the date specified in the copy,

5. %!&tuwrk&uthea%waiedwe{}pw -Ordinanees

6. status-of copies-of-national-laws published-on-approved-website

A-eopy-of-a-pationa-Haw-applvingin-Hong-Kongras-published-on-an
approved-websiteis-preswmeds-unless-the-eontrary-is-proved;
to-eorreetly-state-the-natienaldaw:

7. Status-of-eopies-of-as-made-Ordinnanees-published-on-approved
website

A-eopy-of-an-as-made-Ordinanee—as—published-on—an-approved
websiter-is-presumed—uniess—the-contrary—is—provedi—to-—correctly
state-the-Ordinance:

Legislation Publication Bill

Part 2
Clause 8 6

8. Status—of—eopies—of-other—legislation—published-on—approved
website
A-copy-ot-an-tterm-oflegislationreferred-to-in-seetion-4{2)e)-as-published
of-an-approved-website-is-prestrnedunless-the-contrary-is
proved-to-correctly state-the -Hem-of legislation:

9, Publication-of booklets of Ordinances

e {—The-Seeretary-for-Justice-may-cause-an-authenticated-copy-of
ary-Ordinance-to-be-published-inthe-form-ofa-booldet:

{2 a-booklet-of-an-authenticated-copy-of-an-Ordinance-as-at-a
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10. Evidential provisions

(1) A website purporting to be an approved website is presumed,
unless the contrary is proved, to be an approved website.

{Z) A document purporting to be an-authentieated-a veritied copy
of an-a database instrument Ordinanee-as-at-a-partieular-time
en-a-particular-date-is presumed, unless the contrary is proved,
to  be an—authentieated—a__ verified  copy  of the
instrumentOrdinanee-as-at-that ime-on-that-date.

Br——A—docymert—purporting—to—be—a—eopy—of-a—natenaltaw
applying-in-Heng-Kong-published-onan-approved-webste-is
presumed—unless-the-contrary—is-proved—to-be-a-eopy-of-the
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S —A-deeument-purporting-to-be-a-copyv-of-an-as mﬂtM—‘)Fémaﬁee
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website-is-presumed,—uilessthe-—contrary—is-proved.—to-be-a
copy-ofthe-tem-of-legislationso-published:
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an-authentieated-copy-of-the-Ordinance so-published:
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Clause 10A 8

Part 2A

Reproduction of Verified Copies of Database
instruments

10A.  Interpretation
In this

official booklet {5 /137740 means a booklet published under
section 10B(1);

official storage medium (77 1EE{755) means a storage medium
published under section 10C(1);

storage medivm ($E(778) means a medium-——

{a) in which electronic data relating to verified copies of
database instruments are stored: and

(b from which verified copies of database instruments are
capable of being reproduced.

10B.  Publication of official booklets

(13 The %crctarv for Justice may cause reproductions of verified
copies of database instruments to be published in the form of
booklets.

(2) A reproduction of a verified copy of a database instrument
contained in an official booklet is presumed, unless the
contrary is proved, to correctly state the instrument as at the
date specified in the reproduction.

10C.  Publication of official storage media

(1) The Secretary for Justice may cause storage media to be
published.

(2) An electronic or printed reproduction of a verified copv of a
database instrument accessed or printed directly from an
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official storage medium is presumed, unless the contrary is
proved, to correctly state the instrument as at the date
specified in the reproduction.

10D.  Evidential provisions

(1) A document purporting to be a reproduction of a verified copy
of a database instrument contained in an official booklet is
presumed, unless the contrary is proved. 1o be such a

reproduction,

(23 A document purporting to be an electronic or printed
reproduction of a verified copy of a database instrument
accessed or printed directly from an official storage medium is
presumed, unless the contrary is proved, to be such a
reproduction.
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Part 3—Division 1
Clause 11 10

Part 3
Editorial Amendments and Record
Division 1

Editorial Powers

11. Powers to give chapter numbers etc.
The Secretary for Justice may-—

(a) give a chapter number to an Ordinance_and alter the
short title or citation of the Ordinance; and

{b) in the database, arrange the grouping and sequence of
database instrumentsOedinances,-nationat-laws-apphing

12. Powers to make editorial amendments
e A The Secretary for Justice may, in an Ordinance—

{aay replace a reference o the short title or citation of another
Ordinance that has been altered under section 11{a). by
the altered short title or citation;

(a) correct a grammatical, clerical or typographical errors-er

af-epror-ob-a-shnHar-patuse;

{b) replace-a-reference-to-a-date-in-the-form-ofa-deseription
by-the-actual-calendar-date;

(©) i%lwit«—%‘s—ﬂ%em‘w@weﬁpeé&emm{@m-{,«i@wﬁ&wmmmbw

(d) change the way of referring to or expressing a number,
year, date, time, amount of money, pesals-quantitys_or
measurement-er-provisien;
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Clause 12

1

(e) alter the text of a provision to give-effeet4oreflect an
amendment to_the provision deemed to have been made
by _another provision—under—which—the—provision—is
deemed-to-be-amended-in-a-manner-as-spectfied-in-that
other-provision;

(f)  replace-a—word-or-expression-indicating-gender—or-that
cotld-be—taken—to-indicate-gender—to-a-gender-neutral
word-or-expression;

-w{ g) omit—
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(i) hcmgf: the sequence of definitions, or of unnu
items in a 1151“%6:&%%6‘5}%}6,

(ia) _insert, after an item in a list appearing in the text of one

official language, the equivalent of that item in the other
official language:

(j) change the format, layout, printing style or any other
presentational aspect; or

(k) make an amendment that is consequential on any
amendment made under this section (other than this
paragraph).
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Clause 15 12
~~~~~~~~ —{e—its-pumber-among-the-subsidiarylegislotion-of-theyear
e tej—ihe-chapternumbersivente-itundersection--Ha)

13. tditorial amendments not to change legal effect of Ordinances

14.

15,

Section 12 does not permit any editorial amendment that would
change the legal effect of any Ordinance.

Effect of editorial amendments

(D

3

Subject 1o section 16, aAn Ordinance that is amended under
section 12 has effect for all purposes, on and after the
publication date, as if the amendment had been made by
another Ordinance that commenced on the publication date.

A copy of the amended Ordinance, as published on an
approved website, must indicate in a suitable place the fact
that it has been amended under section 12.

In this section—

publication date (3575 F{ ), in relation to an Ordinance amended

under section 12, means the date on which a consolidated
vepster-copy of the Ordinance showing the amendment in its
textthat-has-incorperated-the-amendiment is first published on
an approved website.

Division 2

Record of Editorial Amendments

Secretary for Justice to compile record of editorial amendments

(1)

The Secretary for Justice must compile a record containing—
(a) descriptions of editorial amendments made;

(b) the time and date on which each description of editorial
amendments is entered in the record; and
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Part 3—Division 2
Clause 16 13

(c) other information that the Secretary for Justice considers
useful to users of the record.

{2) The record is to be kept in a form that the Secretary for Justice
considers appropriate.

16. Editorial amendments without effect if not contained in record

An editorial amendment does not have effect unless the information
relating to it as specified in section 15(1)a) and (b) is contained in
the record compiled under section 15.
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Part 4
Clause 17 14
Part 4
Revisions to Ordinances
17. Powers to make revisions

The Secretary for Justice may, by order in the Gazetie——

(a) make an alterationamendment to an Ordinance for the
purpose of securing eensisteneyv-uniformity in expression
within the Ordinance or with another Ordinance;

(by alter the form or arrangement of a section_of an
Ordinance, by transferring words, by combining it in
whole or in part with another section or other sections of

the Ordinance or by dividing it into subsections;

(¢y transfer a saving  or {ransitional provision in an
Ordinance to another Ordinance to which that provision

(d)  divide-organize the provisions of an Ordinance into, and
assign numbers and headings to, groups of provisions,
without changing the sequence of those provisions-pasts
or-divisions;

{(day amend the heading of a provision or a group of

provisions in an Ordinance to reflect the contents of the
provision or the group of provisions:

(e) if the name, title, location or address of a department,
office, officer or place has changed, make an alteration
to that name, title, location or address appearing in an
Ordinance to reflect the change; and

(ea)  amend an Ordinance to effect the replacement of a

reference to a date in the form of a description by the
actual calendar date;

{(eb) amend an Ordinance to effect the replacement of a

general reference to another Ordinance by
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(i) _the short title or citation of that Ordinance:
(i) its number among the Ordinances of the vear in
which it was made: or
(it1) _the chapter number given to it under section 11(a);
{ec) replace a word or expression in an Ordinance indicating
gender or that could be taken to indicate gender by a
gender-neutral word or expression:
(ed) amend an Ordinance to change the way of referring to a
provision; and
(fy make an amendment to  anv  Ordinance that is
consequential on any amendment made under this
section (other than this paragraph).
18. Commencement of revision order

An order made under section 17 is not to come into operation
before the expiry of the period within which a resolution providing
for the amendment of the order may be passed in accordance with
section 34 of the Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance
(Cap. 1).
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Part 5
Clause 19 16

Part 5

Additional Editorial Powers for Loose-leaf Edition

19. Laws (Loose-leaf Publication) Ordinance 1990 amended

The Laws (Loose-leaf Publication) Ordinance 1990 (51 of 1990) is
amended as set out in sections 20 and 21.

20. Section 2 amended (Publication of Ordinances, etc. in a loose-
leaf edition)

(1) Section 2—
Repeal subsection {2)
Substitute

{2y The Secretary for Justice may in the loose-leafl edition—

(a) give a chapter number 1o an Ordinance and alter
the short title or citation of the Ordinance; and

(by arranee the erouping and sequence of legislation.”.
{2y Section 2
Repeal subsection (7).
Hy—mecton-2Ht - Chi
Repeal-paragraph-(a)
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Part 5
Clause 20A 17
Repeat-the-full stop
Substitute-a-semicolon:
~~~~~~~~~~~~ —{—Adiersection-22Her—
Add
——d}—echange-the-sequence-of-definitions,-or-of-Hems-tr-a-Hst

orschedule-in-amy-Ordinancesand

e {e}-—make—editorial-changes—to-the—fermat—lavout—printing
style—or—any—other—presentational—aspeet—eof—any
Ordinanees

3
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Repealsubsection (7}
Substitute
~~~~~~ B s e
--------------- {a)—the-short-tile-arcitation-ofan-Ordinance-is-aliered
upder-subsection-{(hyand-wy-provision-ef-any
Ordinapee—is—altered-—aceordingly—under—that

subsecHor:
{by—the-sequence-ef-definitions,-or-of-items-in-a-list-or

sehedule—n—any—Ordinanee—is—ehanged-—under

sbcsetion 23 A0 o
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{er—an-editorial-change-is-made-to-any-Ordinance-under

the-altered-provision-or-ehanged-Ordinance-has-efect for
alt-purpeses-as-if-the-alerstion-or-change-had-been-made
by-another-Ordinanee™
20A.  Sections 2A and 2B added
Alter section 2
Add

Part 5
Clause 20A
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“2A  Power to make editorial amendments

(1) The Secretary for Justice may, in the loose-leaf edition—
(a)  replace a reference to the short title or citation of
another Ordinance that has been altered under

section 2(23a), by the altered short title or citation;

(b} correct a grammatical, clerical or typographical

(¢} change the way of referring to or expressing a
number, vear, date, time, amount of monev,
quantity or measurement;

(dy alter the text of a provision o reflect an
amendment 1o _the provision deemed to have been
made by another provision;

(e) _omit any enacting, expired or spent provision;

() change the sequence of definitions, or of
unnumbered items in a list;

(g) insert, after an item in a list appearing in the text of
one official language, the equivalent of that item in
the other official language;

{(hy  change the format. lavoul. printing stvle or anv
other presentational aspect: and

(i) make an amendment that is consequential on any
amendment made under this subsection (other than
this paragraph).

(2)  Subsection (1) does not permit any amendment that

would change the legal effect of any Ordinance.

An

Ordinance _amended  under  subsection (1), as

published in the loose-leaf edition, must indicate in a

suitable place the fact that it has been amended under
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2B.  Record of editorial amendments

(1) The Secretary for Justice must compile a record
containing —

(a) descriptions of editorial amendments made; and

(b) other information that the Secretary for Justice
considers useful to users of the record.

{2y The record is to be published—-

(a) _in the loose-leaf edition: and

(by in a form that the Secretary for Justice considers
appropriate.

(3) An Ordinance that is amended under section 2A{13 has
effect for all purposes, on and after the effective date of
the editorial amendment, as if the amendment had been
made by another Ordinance that commenced on that
date.

{4y The effective date of an editorial amendment—

{a) _must not be a date which is earlier than the date on
which the record containing a description of the
amendment. as specified in subsection (1)}a), is
first published under subsection (2): and

{(by _must be specified in the record.

(5)  In this section —

editorial_ amendment (330121 means an amendment 1o an
Ordinance made under section 2A(1).

21. Section 3A added

After section 3—
Add

Part 5
Clause 21
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“3A.

Omission of Ordinances

(1) The Secretary for Justice may omit an-authenticated-a
veritied Ordinance from the loose-leaf edition,

—For-the-purposes—ef-subsection—{1)—an—Ordinance—is
authenticated-if-a-copy-of-the-Ordinance;as-published-on
an-approved-websites-is-eertified-by-the-Law-Dratisman
to-be-the-conselidated-version-of the-Ordinance-as-at-a
particular-time-on-a-particnlar-date:

(23 For the purposes of subsection (1), an Ordinance is

verified if a consolidated copy of the Ordinance. as
published on an approved website. bears an official
verification mark.

(3) In this section—

approved website (37 0] #4U5) has the meaning given by
section 2 of the Legislation Publication Ordinance
( of2011);

consolidated copyversion (5] ZE7K) has the meaning
given by section 2 of the Legislation Publication
Ordinance ( of 2011);

official verification mark (531744 12 has the meaning
given by section 2 of the Legislation Publication
Ordinance {,...of 2011)..
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Part 6---Division 1
Clause 22 21

Part 6

Repeals and Consequential Amendments

Division 1
Enactments Amended

22. Enactments amended

The enactments specified in Divisions 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 are amended
as set out in those Divisions.

Division 2

Amendments to Laws (Loose-leaf Publication) Ordinance
1990 (51 of 1990)

23. Section 1 heading amended
Section 1, heading—
Repeal
“Short title and commencement”
Substitute
“Short title”,

24, Section 1 amended (Short title)
Section 1—
Repeal subsection (2).

b
h

Section 6 repealed (Reprint of Ordinances)
Section 6
Repeal the section,
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26. Laws (Loose-leaf Publication) Ordinance 1990 repealed
The Laws (Loose-leaf Publication) Ordinance 1990 (51 of 1990)—
Repeal the Ordinance.

Division 3

Amendment to Revised Edition of the Laws Ordinance 1965
(53 of 1965)
27. Revised Edition of the Laws Ordinance 1965 repealed

The Revised Edition of the Laws Ordinance 1965 (53 of 1965)—
Repeal the Ordinance.

Division 4

Amendments to Interpretation and General Clauses
Ordinance (Cap. 1)

28. Section 13 amended (Citation of Ordinance)
Section 13(1)~—
Repeal paragraph (¢)
Substitute
“(¢) any chapter number lawfully given to it under the
authority of-——
Hy—any-Ordinanee-providingtor-the-issue-ofa—revised
er-other-editon-of-the-daws-of-Mongongror

(it) the Legislation Publication Ordinance { of 2011)
or

(i) _any other Ordinance providing for the issue of a
revised or other edition of the laws of Hong
Kong.”.
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Part 6~Division 5

Clause 33 23
29. Section 98A repealed (Rectification of errors)
Section 98A-—

Repeal the section.

30. Section 98B repealed (Power to substitute dates)
Section 98B~
Repeal the section.

31. Section 98C repealed (Power to substitute title of subsidiary
legislation)
Section 98C—

Repeal the section.

32. Section 99 repealed (Reprint of Ordinances)
Section 99-—

Repeal the section.
Division 5§
Amendments to Official Languages Ordinance (Cap. 5)

33. Section 4B amended (Publication in an official language of the
text of an existing law enacted in the other)

Section 4B—
Repeal subsections (2) and (3).
34, Section 4D repealed (Secretary for Justice’s power to achieve
consistency)
Section 4D—
Repeal the section.
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Division 6

Amendment to Criminal Procedure Ordinance (Cap. 221)

3s.

Section 113C amended (Provision for fines for offences)
Section 113C—
Repeal subsection (5).





