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Purpose 
 
1. This paper sets out for members’ information details on what 
interests are required to be registered by Members of the United Kingdom 
(“UK”) House of Commons under the Category of “Clients”. 

 
 

Background 
 
2. At the meeting of the Committee on Members’ Interests on 
7 January 2011, members noted the research report on requirements and 
related arrangements for the registration and disclosure of Members’ 
interests (RP02/10-11).  Members requested the Secretariat to provide 
further information on whether Members in UK are required to register 
the names of the clients to whom they provided legal services or business 
services as well as the amount of payment they received, regardless of 
whether these services arose out of or related in any manner to their being 
Members. 
 
 
Declaration requirements 
 
Directorship and remunerated employment, office, profession, etc 
 
3. In the House of Commons, Members are required to declare: 
 

(a) Directorship (Category 1) i.e. remunerated directorships in 
public and private companies including directorship which 
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are individually unremunerated, but where the 
remuneration is paid through another company in the same 
group (remuneration received in respect of work done in a 
Member’s parliamentary capacity should be indicated in 
bands of up to £5,000; £5,001 to £10,000; and thereafter in 
bands of £5,000).1 

 
(b) Remunerated employment, office, profession, etc 

(Category 2) i.e. employment, office, trade, profession or 
vocation (apart from membership of the House or 
ministerial office) which is remunerated or in which the 
Member has any financial interest (remuneration received 
in respect of work done in a Member’s parliamentary 
capacity should be indicated in bands of up to £5,000; 
£5,001 to £10,000; and thereafter in bands of £5,000;  
membership of Lloyd’s should also be registered under this 
Category and the categories of insurance business the 
Member is underwriting should be disclosed).2 

 
Clients  
 
Registration requirements 
 
4. In respect of any paid employment a Member has registered in 
the two categories referred to paragraph 3(a) and (b) above, any provision 
to clients of services by a Member should be registered under the 
Category of “Clients” (Category 3).  All clients to which personal 
services are provided should be listed together with the nature of the 
client’s business in each case.  Where a Member receives remuneration 
from a company or partnership engaged in consultancy business which 
itself has clients, the Member should list any of those clients to whom 
personal services and advice are provided, either directly or indirectly. 
 
Guidelines 
 
5. According to the Guide to the Rules relating to the conduct of 
Members, Members are advised that: 

                                                 
1 Page 88 of the research report on “Requirements and related arrangements for the registration and 

disclosure of Members’ interests in selected overseas legislatures” (RP 02/10-11) 
 
2 Ibid, page 89 
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(a) If a Member is employed as a parliamentary adviser by a 

firm which is itself a consultancy, he or she should register 
under this category any clients of that firm to which he or 
she has personally provided services. In addition the 
Member should register any clients of the consultancy 
which he or she knows have benefited from such advice. 
Where a company is named as a client, the nature of the 
company’s business should be indicated.  The consultancy 
itself should be registered under Category 2. 

 
(b) Members must register under this category the precise 

amount of each individual payment made, the nature of the 
work carried on in return for that payment, the number of 
hours worked during the period to which that payment 
relates and (except where disclosure of the information 
would be contrary to any legal or established professional 
duty of privacy or confidentiality) the name and address of 
the person, organisation or company making that payment. 

 
Examples 
 
6. Members may wish to refer to Appendices I to V for examples 
of the interests registered under Categories 1, 2 and 3.   
 
 
Members’ advice 
 
7. Members are invited to note the above information. 
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