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Review of the implementation of section 39E of the Inland
Revenue Ordinance by the Joint Liaison Committee on Taxation

(1)

Hon LAM Tai-fa (Ord Reply)

The Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury
(“SFST”) indicated in February this year that a review
of the implementation of section 39E of the Inland
Revenue Ordinance (“section 39E”) would be
conducted through the Joint Liaison Committee on
Taxation (“JLCT”). It has been learnt that JLCT had
completed the review months ago and submitted its
review report and recommendations to the Bureau, but
time and again in his replies to the questions raised by
Members of this Council, SFST only indicated that the
authorities would complete the study as soon as
practicable. In this connection, will the Government
inform this Council:

(@ of the exact date of receipt of the aforesaid
JLCT report by the authorities, the reasons for
not disclosing the receipt of the report and not
publicizing its contents al along, and when
they will publicize the contents of the report to
the public;

(b) of the meaning of the word “practicable” used
by SFST as referred above; and

() whether it has assessed the negative impact on
the commerce and industry sector if there is
delay in or mishandling of the review of section
39E, and how SFST, as a principa official
under the accountability system, should be held
responsible; if it has, of the details; if it has not,
the reasons for that?



