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Member will ask the question in thislanguage
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Policy study on standard working hours

Hon IP Wai-ming (Ord Reply)

Some members of the labour sector have pointed out
that, at present, it is very common for employees in
Hong Kong to undertake overtime work without
compensation, and this situation has even spread to
various sectors and industries; and with the
implementation of the Minimum Wage Ordinance, it is
believed that this problem will aggravate. As it is
stated in the 2010-2011 Policy Address that the
Government will embark on a policy study on standard
working hours, various sectors of the community have
expressed concern about and attached importance to
the matter. In this connection, will the Government
inform this Council:

(@ whether the authorities have conducted any
investigation, statistical survey or study on the
working hours of local employees in the past
three years to find out the average daily
working hours of employees in various
industries and hours of overtime work without
compensation, etc.; if they have, of a
breakdown of the average daily working hours
and hours of overtime work performed without
compensation in various industries by industry
section according to the results of the
investigation, statistical survey or study; if not,
whether the authorities will expeditiously carry
out such investigation, statistical survey or
study so as to obtain more data as soon as
possible;

(b) given that the Secretary for Labour and Welfare
had mentioned at the meeting of the Legisative
Council on 29 October this year that its policy
study on standard working hours would be
conducted at three levels: first, to find out more



(©)

about overseas experience; second, to collect
data on the labour force distribution in Hong
Kong and the hours of work in different
industries and trades; third, to communicate
with stakeholders, of the timetable, specific
arrangements and details of the study to be
conducted by the authorities at these three
levels; and

of the estimated number of people required to
be specifically tasked to handle the study on
standard working hours, whether the
Government will consider setting up a task
force, inviting the participation of academics
and the stakeholders concerned, and conducting
public consultation on the introduction of
legidlation for standard working hours; if they
will, of the details; if not, the reasons for that;
and whether the authorities will regularly report
to this Council and the Labour Advisory Board
on the progress in the course of the study, so
that the public and the labour sector can be kept
informed of the progress of the study and give
their views?
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Small house policy

(12) Hon LEE Wing-tat (Written Reply)

Regarding small house policy, will the Government
inform this Council:

(@)

(b)

(©)

of the number of indigenous villagers in Hong
Kong as a the end of October 2010, with a
breakdown by District Council (“DC”) district,
and among those villagers, the respective
numbers of male and female;

among the male indigenous villagers in (a), as
at the end of October 2010:

(i)

(i1)

(iii)

of the number of those for whom
approval was given by the Government
to construct small houses on private
land, or on Government land with
concessionary premiums or by way of
Private Treaty Grant;

of the respective numbers of those who
have applied to the Government but
have not yet given approval for the
construction of small houses on private
land, and on Government land with
concessionary premiums or by way of
Private Treaty Grant; and

whether it knows, among the
indigenous villagers who have not made
the aforesaid  applications, the
respective numbers of those who belong
to various age groups, that is, below 18,
18 to 25, over 25 to 35, over 35 to 45,
over 45 to 55 and above 55;

among the cases in (b)(i), of the number of
small houses whose owners have applied to the
Government for payment of additional



(d)

(€)

(f)

premiums (“payment of premiums’) so as to
sell or transfer these properties to
non-indigenous villagers, and among such
cases, the number of those approved and the
amount involved in the payment of premiums;
the number of applications not yet approved,
and the average waiting time for vetting and
approving such applications, the number of
small houses whose owners have not applied
for payment of premiums; the number of
applications for payment of premiums received
and approved by the Government and the
amount of the payment of premiums in each of
the past five years,

whether it knows, among those cases approved
by the Government for payment of premiumsin
(c), the number of small houses that have been
sold or transferred, and the number of those
that are yet to be sold or transferred,

among the cases in (b)(ii), of the number of
applications received, and the number of
applications approved in the past five years, as
well as the average waiting time for vetting and
approving such applications, with a breakdown
by DC district; and

of the estimated number of applications for
small houses that can be approved by the
authoritiesin the next five years?
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Measures to combat smuggling activities

(13) Hon LAU Kong-wah (Written Reply)

It has been learnt that with the frequent business
activities and travels between the Mainland and Hong
Kong, the types of goods smuggled have been
increasing, and some of the smuggled goods even have
an adverse impact on law and order as well as people’'s
livelihood in the two places. In this connection, will
the Government inform this Council:

(@

(b)

(©)

from January 2010 till now, of the total number
of smuggling cases detected by the Customs
and Excise Department (“C&ED”); the total
value of the smuggled goods involved; whether
there has been an upward trend in comparison
with the same period last year; and the major
items of smuggled goods seized in these cases
and their quantities,

regarding the types of smuggled goods and the
smuggling practices in (a), whether the
authorities have analyzed and studied the latest
trend in smuggling so as to formulate new
measures to combat smuggling activities; if
they have, of the details;

given that it has been reported that a particular
brand of tablet persona computers (“tablet
PCs’) has been very popular recently and the
supply of such tablet PCs cannot meet the
demand on the Mainland, resulting in some
smugglers commonly known as “couriers’ to
use the “ants moving home’ tactic (i.e.
smuggling small quantity of goods at atime) to
smuggle this brand of tablet PCs into the
Mainland, of the quantities of smuggled
electronic products, such as the aforesaid brand
of tablet PCs and mobile phones, etc., seized by



(d)

C&ED in the first three quarters of this year;
whether there has been an upward trend; of the
measures implemented by the authorities to
combat such smuggling activities; and

given that it has been reported that some
smugglers have been smuggling Hong Kong's
newspapers relating to the Mark Six lotteries to
the Mainland for profiteering purpose,
indirectly promoting gambling and affecting
the law and order on the Mainland, whether the
authorities have stepped up interception of such
smuggling activities, of the number of such
smuggling cases detected; whether the
authorities  have  conducted  thorough
investigation into the sources of such
smuggling activities so as to curb such
activities?



