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Comparison of the Imposed Load Requirements between Building (Construction) (Amendment) Regulation 2011  
(“Amendment Regulation”) and Standards of Other Major Cities in the World 

 

Amendment Regulation 
International Standard Note 1 

(kPa) 

Class Use 
Amend- 

ment  
Hong Kong

(kPa) 
USA UK EU 

Sing- 
apore 

China Japan 
Aust- 
ralia 

Canada 

Average 

value of 

international 

standards 

 

1 

domestic use imposed 
load 

adjusted 
 

2.0 
(2.5 Note 2) 

1.92 2.0 2.0 1.5 2.0 1.8 2.0 1.9 1.89 

1 Dormitories nil 2.0 1.92 2.0 2.0 1.5 2.0 1.8 2.0 1.9 1.89 

1 

private sitting 
rooms, bedrooms 
and toilet rooms in 
hotels and motels 

nil 2.0 1.92 2.0 2.0 1.5 2.0 

1.0 
(Bathroom 

excluded)

 

2.0 1.9 1.79 

1 

private sitting 
rooms, bedrooms 
and toilet rooms in 
guesthouses 
 

new use 2.0 1.92 2.0 2.0 1.5 2.0 
1.0 

(Bathroom 

excluded)

2.0 1.9 1.79 

Annex 1 
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Amendment Regulation 
International Standard Note 1 

(kPa) 

Class Use 
Amend- 

ment  
Hong Kong

(kPa) 
USA UK EU 

Sing- 
apore 

China Japan 
Aust- 
ralia 

Canada 

Average 

value of 

international 

standards 

 

1 
wards, bedrooms 
and toilet rooms in 
hospitals persons 

nil 2.0 1.92 2.0 2.0 1.5 2.0 - 2.0 1.9 1.9 

1 

wards, bedrooms 
and toilet rooms in 
nursing homes and 
residential care 
homes for elderly 
persons 

new use 2.0 1.92 2.0 2.0 1.5 2.0 - 2.0 1.9 1.9 

2 
medical consulting 
or treatment rooms 

description 
of the use 
amended 

2.5 2.87 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 - 3.0 - 2.31 

2 
hospital operating 
theatres and X-ray 
rooms 

nil 2.5 - - - 2.5 - - 3.0 3.6 3.0 

2 

laboratories description 
of the use 
amended 

 

3.0 - - - 3.0 2.0 2.56 3.0 3.6 2.83 
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Amendment Regulation 
International Standard Note 1 

(kPa) 

Class Use 
Amend- 

ment  
Hong Kong

(kPa) 
USA UK EU 

Sing- 
apore 

China Japan 
Aust- 
ralia 

Canada 

Average 

value of 

international 

standards 

 

2 

light workrooms 
with neither central 
power-driven 
machines nor 
storage 
 
 

nil 3.0 - - - 2.5 - - - - 2.5 

2 

offices for general 
use 
 
 

nil 3.0 2.4 3.0 3.0 2.5 2.0 2.56 3.0 2.4 2.6 

2 

rooms for 
lightweight 
electrical and 
electronic 
installations 

new use 3.0 - - - - - - - - - 

2 
banking halls 
 
 

nil 4.0 - - - 3.0 - - - - 3.0 
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Amendment Regulation 
International Standard Note 1 

(kPa) 

Class Use 
Amend- 

ment  
Hong Kong

(kPa) 
USA UK EU 

Sing- 
apore 

China Japan 
Aust- 
ralia 

Canada 

Average 

value of 

international 

standards 

 

2 
kitchens and 
laundries not in 
domestic buildings 

nil 4.0 - - - 3.0 3.0 - 3.0 4.8 3.45 

3 
childcare centres 
and kindergartens 
 

nil 2.5 - - - - 2.0 - - - 2.0 

3 
billiard rooms and 
bowling alleys 
 

nil 3.0 3.59 - - 2.0 - - - 3.6 3.1 

3 

classrooms, lecture 
rooms and reading 
rooms without book 
storage 

nil 3.0 1.92 3.0 3.0 3.0 2.0 2.88 3.0 2.4 2.65 

3 
tutorial rooms, 
computer rooms  

new use 3.0 1.92 3.0 3.0 3.0 2.0 2.88 3.0 2.4 2.65 

3 

dance practice 
rooms 
 
 

new use 3.0 - - - - - - - - - 
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Amendment Regulation 
International Standard Note 1 

(kPa) 

Class Use 
Amend- 

ment  
Hong Kong

(kPa) 
USA UK EU 

Sing- 
apore 

China Japan 
Aust- 
ralia 

Canada 

Average 

value of 

international 

standards 

 

3 

leisure, recreational 
and amusement 
areas that cannot be 
used for assembly 
purposes 

description 
of the use 
amended 

3.0 - - - - - - - - - 

3 
assembly areas with 
fixed seating 
 

nil 4.0 2.87 4.0 4.0 4.0 3.0 2.88 4.0 4.8 3.7 

3 

chapels, churches 
and places of 
worship with fixed 
seating 

nil 4.0 2.87 4.0 4.0 3.0 - - 4.0 4.8 3.77 

3 

restaurants, 
night-clubs, 
lounges, bars, 
canteens, fast food 
shops and dining 
rooms not in 
domestic premises 

imposed 
load  

adjusted 

4.0 
(5.0 note 2) 

4.79 3.0 3.0 2.0 2.5 2.88 2.0 4.8 3.12 
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Amendment Regulation 
International Standard Note 1 

(kPa) 

Class Use 
Amend- 

ment  
Hong Kong

(kPa) 
USA UK EU 

Sing- 
apore 

China Japan 
Aust- 
ralia 

Canada 

Average 

value of 

international 

standards 

 

3 art galleries nil 5.0 - 5.0 5.0 4.0 3.5 - 5.0 4.8 4.55 
3 museums new use 5.0 - 5.0 5.0 4.0 3.5 - 5.0 4.8 4.55 
3 grandstands nil 5.0 2.87 5.0 5.0 5.0 3.0 - 5.0 4.8 4.38 
3 public halls nil 5.0 4.79 5.0 5.0 5.0 - 2.88 5.0 4.8 4.64 

3 
theatres and 
cinemas 

nil 5.0 2.87 4.0 4.0 5.0 3.0 2.88 4.0 2.4 3.51 

3 

assembly areas 
without fixed 
seating 
 

nil 5.0 4.79 5.0 5.0 5.0 - - 5.0 4.8 4.93 

3 dance halls nil 5.0 4.79 5.0 5.0 5.0 4.0 - 5.0 4.8 4.8 

3 
footbridges 
between buildings 
 

nil 5.0 4.79 - - - - - - 4.8 4.8 

3 

footpaths, terraces, 
plazas and areas 
used for pedestrian 
traffic 
 

nil 5.0 4.79 - - - - - 4.0 - 4.35 
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Amendment Regulation 
International Standard Note 1 

(kPa) 

Class Use 
Amend- 

ment  
Hong Kong

(kPa) 
USA UK EU 

Sing- 
apore 

China Japan 
Aust- 
ralia 

Canada 

Average 

value of 

international 

standards 

 

3 gymnasia nil 5.0 4.79 5.0 5.0 5.0 4.0 - - 4.8 4.77 

3 

karaoke 
establishments and 
discotheques 
 

new use 5.0 - - - - - - - - - 

3 
refuge floors 
 

new use 5.0 - - - - - - - - - 

3 

stages and 
television studios 
used as stages 
 
 

nil 7.5 7.18 5.0 5.0 5.0 4.0 - 7.5 - 5.61 

4 

department stores, 
supermarket and 
shops for display 
and sale of 
merchandise 
 
 

nil 5.0 4.79 5.0 5.0 4.0 3.5 3.78 5.0 4.8 4.48 
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Amendment Regulation 
International Standard Note 1 

(kPa) 

Class Use 
Amend- 

ment  
Hong Kong

(kPa) 
USA UK EU 

Sing- 
apore 

China Japan 
Aust- 
ralia 

Canada 

Average 

value of 

international 

standards 

 

4 markets new use 5.0 - - - - - 3.78 - - 3.78 

5 

library rooms with 
book storage 
(excluding library 
stack rooms) 

nil 5.0 7.18 - - 4.0 - - 

for each 
metre of 
storage 
height 

3.3 

- 5.6 

5 

offices for storage 
and normal filing 
purposes 
 
 
 

nil 5.0 - - - 5.0 2.5 - 5.0 - 4.17 

5 

stack rooms in 
book stores and 
libraries 

nil 

for each 
metre of 
storage 

height 3.5, 
but not less 
than 10.0 

7.18 7.5 7.5 

for each 
metre of 
storage 
height 

2.4, but 
not less 
than 6.5

5.0 7.52 

for each 
metre of 
storage 
height 

4.0 

7.2 - 
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Amendment Regulation 
International Standard Note 1 

(kPa) 

Class Use 
Amend- 

ment  
Hong Kong

(kPa) 
USA UK EU 

Sing- 
apore 

China Japan 
Aust- 
ralia 

Canada 

Average 

value of 

international 

standards 

 

5 

cold storage 

nil 

for each 
metre of 
storage 

height 5.0, 
but not less 
than 15.0 

- - - 

for each 
metre of 
storage 
height 

5.0, but 
not less 

than 
15.0 

- - 

for each 
metre of 
storage 
height 

4.5 

- 

for each 
metre of 
storage 
height 
4.75 

5 

paper storage in 
printing plants 

nil 

for each 
metre of 
storage 

height 8.0 

- - - 

for each 
metre of 
storage 
height 

4.0 

- - - - 

for each 
metre of 
storage 

height 4.0 

5 

battery rooms and 
uninterruptible 
power supply 
rooms 
 
 

new use 

for each 
metre of 
storage 

height 10.0

- - - - - - - - - 
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Amendment Regulation 
International Standard Note 1 

(kPa) 

Class Use 
Amend- 

ment  
Hong Kong

(kPa) 
USA UK EU 

Sing- 
apore 

China Japan 
Aust- 
ralia 

Canada 

Average 

value of 

international 

standards 

 

5 

general storage 
including storage in 
warehouses nil 

for each 
metre of 
storage 

height 2.5 

6.0 - - 

for each 
metre of 
storage 
height 

2.4 

- - 

for each 
metre of 
storage 
height 

2.4 

4.8 

for each 
metre of 
storage 

height 2.4 

5 

boiler rooms, fan 
rooms, motor 
rooms and the like 
 

nil 7.5 - - - 7.5 7.0 - 7.5 3.6 6.4 

5 plant rooms new use 7.5 - - - 7.5 - - - - 7.5 

5 
workshops and 
factories for light 
weight loads 

nil 5.0 6.0 - - 5.0 - - 5.0 - 5.33 

5 

workshops and 
factories for 
medium weight 
loads 
 
 

nil 7.5 - - - - - - - 6.0 6.0 
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Amendment Regulation 
International Standard Note 1 

(kPa) 

Class Use 
Amend- 

ment  
Hong Kong

(kPa) 
USA UK EU 

Sing- 
apore 

China Japan 
Aust- 
ralia 

Canada 

Average 

value of 

international 

standards 

 

5 
workshops and 
factories for heavy 
weight loads 

nil 10.0 11.97 - - - - - - - 11.97 

5 

workshops and 
factories for 
printing plants 
 
 
 
 

nil 12.5 - - - - - - 12.5 - 12.5 

6 

car parking, 
carriageways and 
floors for vehicles 
not exceeding 3 
000 kg gross 
weight 
 
 
 

imposed 
load 

adjusted 

3.0 
(4.0 note 2) 

1.92 2.5 2.5 2.5 

4.0 
 (one 

way span)

2.0 
(two way 

span) 

3.96 3.0 2.4 2.48 
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Amendment Regulation 
International Standard Note 1 

(kPa) 

Class Use 
Amend- 

ment  
Hong Kong

(kPa) 
USA UK EU 

Sing- 
apore 

China Japan 
Aust- 
ralia 

Canada 

Average 

value of 

international 

standards 

 

6 

car parking, 
carriageways and 
floors for vehicles 
exceeding 3 000 kg 
gross weight 
 
 
 
 
 
 

amended 

to be 
determined 
according to 
recognized 
engineering 
principles 

According 

to bridge 

design 

specificat-

ions 

5.0 
(vehicles 

not 
greater 

than 
16000 

kg) 

5.0 
(vehicles 

not 
greater 

than 
16000 

kg) 

according 

to 

specific 

use 

20.0 
(fire 

engine)
- 

to be 

determined 

by 

designer 

but not 

less than 

5.0 

6.0 
(light 

trucks) 
12.0 

(trucks) 

- 

7 

Inaccessible roofs 
with a slope of or 
less than 5º 
 
 
 
 
 

imposed 
load 

adjusted 

2.0 
(0.75 note 2) 

0.96 

0-1.0 
(exclude 

load from 

maint- 

enance) 

0-1.0 
(exclude 

load from 

maint- 

enance) 

0.6 
(exclude 

load from 

maint- 

enance) 

0.5 
(exclude 

load from 

maint- 

enance) 

- - 1.0 - 
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Amendment Regulation 
International Standard Note 1 

(kPa) 

Class Use 
Amend- 

ment  
Hong Kong

(kPa) 
USA UK EU 

Sing- 
apore 

China Japan 
Aust- 
ralia 

Canada 

Average 

value of 

international 

standards 

 

7 

Inaccessible roofs 
with a slope greater 
than 5º but less than 
20º 
 

nil 0.75 0.96 

0-1.0 
(exclude 

load from 

maint- 

enance) 

0-1.0 

(exclude 

load from 

maint- 

enance) 

0.6 
(exclude 

load from 

maint- 

enance) 

- - - 1.0 - 

7 

Inaccessible roofs 
with a slope of or 
greater than 20º but 
less than 40º 
 

nil 0.75-0 0.96 

0-1.0 
(exclude 

load from 

maint- 

enance) 

0-1.0 
(exclude 

load from 

maint- 

enance) 

0-0.6 
(30 º -60 º 

exclude 

load from 

maint- 

enance) 

- - - 1.0 - 

7 

Inaccessible roofs 
with a slope of or 
greater than 40º 
 
 
 
 

 

nil 0 0.96 

0-1.0 
(exclude 

load from 

maint- 

enance) 

0-1.0 
(exclude 

load from 

maint- 

enance) 

0  
(above 

60 º 

exclude 

load from 

maint- 

enance) 

- - - 1.0 - 
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Amendment Regulation 
International Standard Note 1 

(kPa) 

Class Use 
Amend- 

ment  
Hong Kong

(kPa) 
USA UK EU 

Sing- 
apore 

China Japan 
Aust- 
ralia 

Canada 

Average 

value of 

international 

standards 

 

7 
Accessible roofs 
with a slope of or 
less than 20º 

nil 2.0 0.96 - - - 2.0 - - 1.0 1.32 

7 

Accessible roofs 
with a slope greater 
than 20º but less 
than 40º 

nil 2.0-0 0.96 - - - - - - 1.0 0.98 

7 
Accessible roofs 
with a slope of or 
greater than 40º 

nil 0 0.96 - - - - - - 1.0 0.98 

8 
utility platforms 

new use 
not less than 

4.0 
- - - - - - - - - 

8 
balconies 

new use 
not less than 

3.0 
3.0-4.79 2.5-4.0 2.5-4.0

not less 
than 4.0

2.5-3.5 - 2.0-4.0 4.8 - 

8 

stairs, landings and 
corridors 

imposed 
load 

adjusted 
 

3.0-5.0 
(3.0-10.0 note 

2) 
4.79 2.0-4.0 2.0-4.0 2.0-4.0 2.0-3.5 - 3.0-4.0 - - 
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Notes: 
1. International standard reference: 
 a) USA – ASCE Standard 7-10 Minimum Design Loads for Buildings and Other Structures 
 b) UK – BS EN 1991-1-1:2002 Eurocode 1: Actions on Structures 
 c) EU - BS EN 1991-1-1:2002 Eurocode 1: Actions on Structures 
 d) Singapore – BS 6399 Part 1: 1996 Loading for Buildings 
 e) China – GB 50009 – 2006 建築結構荷載規範 
 f) Japan – Architectural Institute of Japan, Recommendations for Loads on Buildings 2004 

 g) Australia – AS 1170.1 – 1989 Minimum Design Loads on Structures 
 h) Canada – National Building Code of Canada 2005 
 
2. Figures in brackets are imposed load values specified in the current regulation. 










