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Clerk to the Legislative Council Panel on Development
Legislative Council Building

8 Jackson Road

Central, Hong Kong

(Attn.: Ms. Sharon CHUNG)

Dear Ms CHUNG,

Panel on Development
- Letter of 28 June 2011 from the Concern Group for
Yan Shun Lane Business Operators

Thank you for your letter of 29 June 2011 following up on the
request of the Concern Group for Yan Shun Lane Business Operators (the
Concern Group) relating to the Kwun Tong Town Centre (KTTC)
redevelopment project of the Urban Renewal Authority (URA). | have been
authorised to reply as follows.

Background

Yan Shun Lane is a cul-de-sac in the KTTC redevelopment project
area. It is situated inside Development Area 2 of the Main Site of the KTTC,
and mainly serves as a public light bus lay-by at present.

To the south of Yan Shun Lane, there are a number of temporary
structures erected along a passageway on government land right next to the Hip
Wo Street Temporary Hawker Bazaar. Some of these temporary structures are
used for commercial purpose, while the others are used for storage and
accommodation purposes. Based on the site inspection carried out by the URA,



it is believed that the Concern Group is referring to the business operators in this
area.

When the URA conducted the freezing survey on the KTTC
redevelopment area in 2007, it had already recorded information of the
structures and occupiers at the passageway on government land next to the Hip
Wo Street Temporary Hawker Bazaar.

Community Liaison

On 21 April 2011, members of the Concern Group approached the
URA for the first time to request for a meeting. On 12 May 2011, the URA
met some 30 representatives of the Concern Group. The URA briefed the
meeting on the redevelopment plan and also the progress with property
acquisition for the subject redevelopment. On 31 May 2011, the URA gave a
written response to the questions raised by the Concern Group (see Annex).

Acquisition Process

In implementing redevelopment projects, the URA will acquire
properties with legal title on private land within the redevelopment areas. It
has always been the policy of the URA to first acquire properties with legal title.
As for occupiers of private properties who fail to produce the relevant title
documents, the URA will handle these cases in question in accordance with the
established procedures after the land is resumed by the Government under the
Lands Resumption Ordinance (LRO).

Based on the information collected, the URA suspects that the
structures erected by the business operators referred to by the Concern Group
are currently occupying government land. Therefore, the URA has not issued
any acquisition offers to these business operators. In the absence of other new
information, even when the Government, on application by the URA, resumes
under the LRO those private properties which have yet to be acquired by the
URA within the KTTC redevelopment area, the abovementioned structures will
not be included in the resumption exercise. As such, the URA’s prevailing
acquisition and ex-gratia payment policies, which include compensation based
on market value of properties, related ex-gratia payment, rehousing, etc., do not
apply to the relocation of the occupiers of these structures.



Occupation of Government Land

If the land occupied by the business operators referred to by the
Concern Group is unleased government land, the government departments
concerned will carry out clearance and removal operation in line with prevailing
procedures. The URA has started working meetings with the government
departments concerned with a view to effective handling of the subject related to
the clearance and relocation of these occupiers.

The URA will adopt a “people-centred” approach in supporting the
work of the relevant government departments as appropriate, maintain close
liaison with the occupiers concerned, and take practical measures to assist them
in their relocation.

Should the Concern Group have any enquiries on the progress of this
case, please contact Ms Ellen Wong, General Manager (Acquisition and
Clearance) of the URA, on 2588 2808.

Yours sincerely,

(Mann MH Chow)
for Secretary for Development

c.C.

Lands Department (Attn.: Mr HW. LAW)
Mr Clarence PANG)
Mr Edward AU)

Food and Environmental Hygiene (Attn.: Mr FAN Yung Kai)
Department

Urban Renewal Authority (Attn.: Ms Iris TAM)
Mr Ernest LEE)
Mr Joseph LEE)
Mr Lawrence YAU)

Internal
Development Bureau (Attn.: Mr Ivan CHEUNG)
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