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Progress Report on the Territory-wide Survey of
Intangible Cultural Heritagein Hong Kong

Purpose

This paper informs Members of the progress of the territory-wide
survey of intangible cultural heritage (ICH) in Hong Kong undertaken by
the Government.

Background

2. On 20 March 2009, the Government submitted a paper (LC Paper
No. CB(2)1090/08-09(01)) to the Panel to inform Members of the plan to
carry out a territory-wide survey of the ICH in Hong Kong in order to
comply with the requirements laid down in Articles 11 and 12 of the
Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (the
Convention) adopted by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO), which stipulate that each State Party
shall identify and define the various elements of the ICH present in its
territory with the participation of communities, groups and relevant
non-government organisations for the purpose of establishing an ICH
inventory. The Panel also noted that an Intangible Cultural Heritage
Advisory Committee was set up in July 2008 to advise the Government on
the conduct of the territory-wide survey.

3. According to the Convention, ICH means the practices,
representations, expressions, knowledge, skills— as well as the instruments,
objects, artifacts and cultural spaces associated therewith — that
communities, groups (or individuals) recognise as part of their cultura
heritage. The ICH, transmitted from generation to generation and
constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their
environment, as well as ther interaction with nature and their history,
provides them with a sense of identity and continuity, thus promoting
respect for cultural diversity and human creativity.




4, According to the Convention, the ICH is manifested in the
following domains:

(@) oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of
the ICH;

(b) performing arts;
(c) socia practices, rituals and festive events;
(d) knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe; and

(e) traditional craftsmanship.

Progress of the Survey

5. On the advice of the experts of the ICH Advisory Committee, the
Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD) has divided the territory
into two survey aress, i.e. Area A and AreaB. It is hoped that with two
institutes conducting the survey at the same time, efficiency can be
achieved and the survey can be expedited. The two areas, each covering
nine districts, are as follows —

Survey AreaA (AreaA): North, Tai Po, Sha Tin, Sai Kung, Wong
Tai Sin, Kwun Tong, Kowloon City,
Sham Shui Po and Yau Tsim Mong.

Survey Area B (AreaB): Yuen Long, Tuen Mun, Tsuen Wan, Kwai
Tsing, Islands, Central & Western, Wan
Chai, Eastern and Southern.

6. The South China Research Center (SCRC) of the Hong Kong
University of Science and Technology (HKUST) submitted the only bid
for Area B in the open tender exercise, and the survey for Area B
commenced in August 2009.

7. An open tender exercise was conducted for Area A again in
February 2010, and the only tender was submitted by the HKUST’s SCRC.
The survey for Area A commenced in July 2010. It is expected that the
territory-wide survey will be completed in the first half of 2012.

8. The survey is carried out in two stages/parts. (a) the documentary
research; and (b) field survey and oral history survey. Reports on the
work of the documentary research for Areas B and A were submitted by



the SCRC in December 2009 and December 2010 respectively. The
reports, which provide a preliminary understanding of the existing
condition of various ICH items in Hong Kong, are mainly based on the
existing written records, academic publications, archives, newspaper
reports, photographs and video recordings obtained from the libraries of
universities, public libraries, the Public Records Office, museums and the
Information Services Department.

9. For field survey and ora history survey, the SCRC deploys
researchers to inspect and document different ICH items using the
methodology of “participation observation”. Interviews, observations
and video recordings of the processes of the events are conducted by
experienced researchers in field survey. Interviews with people familiar
with the heritage items are also made in order to gather more information
about the history and contents of the items and their transmitters
experience. According to the two field survey reports submitted by the
SCRC, the survey team has conducted survey studies on 274 items in the
two survey areas, of which 69 fal in Area A, 150 in Area B, while the
remaining 55 are either cross-area or non-periodic items.

10. With the information obtained from the documentary research and
field survey, the SCRC has compiled a preliminary inventory of the ICH
in Hong Kong which covers atotal of 63 proposed major items.  As some
of the maor items take place in different areas or assume different formats
(e.g. Yu Lan Ghost Festival or Jiao Festival), they may have under them
various “sub-items’, totalling 216 sub-items in the two areas (see Annex
I").  The survey team will conduct further investigation and research, and
may propose more items or amendments. The SCRC will submit a
tentative inventory of ICH in Hong Kong to the ICH Advisory Committee
for consideration in due course.

Community Involvement

11. In order to involve the community in the survey, the
representatives of the LCSD and the SCRC attended a number of meetings
held by the district organisations including the meetings of the 18 District
Councils and Heung Yee Kuk from March to April 2010 and from
November 2010 to January 2011 (for Area B and Area A respectively) to
explain the details of the survey and invite the councillors to assist in
suggesting local ICH items which are of significant value for the survey
team to follow up.

1 At the present stage, only the Chinese version of the tentative inventory collated from the preliminary
survey findingsis available.



12. The publicity work on the survey has been carried out through
various channels, such as press releases, posters, leaflets and websites.
Over 1000 letters have been sent out to non-government organisations and
local associations, including clansman associations, business associations,
kaifong welfare associations and residents associations, inviting them to
provide information on the ICH. Reporting forms (Annex Il) have also
been prepared to facilitate the submissions by the public and local
associations. Upon receiving the completed forms, the survey team will
further contact the informants or associations concerned for follow-up
work. As at the end of 2010, the SCRC has received 69 reporting forms
from the public, involving a total of 70 items. This shows that the
publicity work has been effective in promoting public interest in the
survey.

13. Upon completion of the survey, a database of the ICH in Hong
Kong will be established. It will contain alist of inventory items together
with the information gathered through studies and researches of the items.
The information will be made available for public access and updated on
an on-going basis.

Inscription of the ICH in Hong Kong

14, The Governments of Hong Kong, Macao and Guangdong
province submitted an application through the Central Government to the
UNESCO for the inscription of Cantonese opera on the Representative List
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. In 2009, the application
was successfully approved, making Cantonese opera an item of the world
ICH in the three regions. The Government will continue to support the
transmission and development of Cantonese opera. In the financia year
2010-11, the Government injected $69 million into the Cantonese Opera
Development Fund (CODF) to support more projects for the transmission,
promotion and development of Cantonese opera. LCSD, the CODF and
the Hong Kong Arts Development Council organise or subsidise thematic
and large-scale arts education, community promotion and audience
development projects, such as the Research and Pilot Scheme on the
Teaching of Cantonese Opera, District Cantonese Opera Parade, the Pilot
Scheme for Senior Secondary School Students and the Cantonese Opera
Promotion Scheme for the Youth and Community. We are aso
developing venues of different scales to cater for the development needs of
Cantonese opera, including the conversion of Yau Ma Tei Theatre and Red
Brick Building into a Xiqu Activity Centre, the construction of the Ko
Shan Theatre Annex with a medium-sized threatre and a planned Xiqu
Centre in the West Kowloon Cultural District.



15. In September 2009, the Government submitted an application to
the Ministry of Culture (MoC) for the inscription of the Jiao-festival of
Cheung Chau, the dragon boat water parade of Tai O, the fire dragon dance
of Tal Hang, and the Yu Lan Ghost Festival of the Hong Kong Chiu Chow
Community on the third national list of intangible cultural heritage in
China. These four items have been transmitted from generation to
generation in the local community for more than a hundred years giving it
a sense of identity. The Hong Kong Heritage Museum organised a series
of talks and visits in 2010, with a view to enhancing the public's
understanding of the ICH in Hong Kong.

M easures for the Promotion, Protection and Transmission of ICH

16. The Government will closely monitor the progress of the survey to
ensure that it will be completed in the first half of 2012. A database on
the ICH in Hong Kong will then be set up for access by the public.
Besides, the Government will draw up measures to enhance the promotion,
protection and transmission of the ICH. Having regard to the differences
among various ICH items in terms of their importance, nature and degree
of urgency as well as other factors, the Government adopts a
multi-pronged approach in implementing the safeguarding measures which
covers in-depth research, education, promotion, application for inscription
and transmission. Apart from financial and human resources provided by
the Government, local communities and organisations are encouraged to
participate and support the safeguarding measures in an concerted effort to
preserve local |CH.

17. With regard to the four items under application to the MoC for
inscription on the national list of ICH, the Government will implement the
following specific protection and promotion measures:

e to organise workshops on folk cultures for primary and
secondary school students in various districts; to invite master
craftsmen who are specialised in making floats, bun towers, lucky
buns, dragon boats, fire dragons, etc. to explain the distinctive
features of their respective crafts and give demonstrations on basic
techniques of lion and Qilin dances. It is hoped that through the
participation in these activities, the students will increase their
knowledge of folk traditions and their sense of belonging to the
community, thus achieving the objective of ICH transmission;



e to invite scholars who are well versed in local traditional folk
cultures to carry out research projects for the collection of
comprehensive information from documents as well as library and
archive materials, the conduct of oral history research, and the
establishment of an ICH database; and

e to enhance the public's understanding of these ICH items through
publications and exhibitions.

18. The Government has appointed in 2011 the new term of the ICH
Advisory Committee with expanded terms of reference of (membership list
and terms of reference refer to Annex Ill). Apart from advising the
Government on the conduct of the territory-wide survey of Hong Kong ‘s
ICH, the committee will also advise on the compilation of the ICH
inventory, application for inscription on the national list or the UNESCO'’s
list and the measures for the safeguarding of ICH. The Government will
consult the committee on these issues for formulating safeguarding
policies and measures for ICH.

Home Affairs Bureau
Leisure and Cultural Services Department
February 2011
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Reporting Form for I1tems/Events of Intangible Cultural Heritagein Hong Kong

Please fill in the attached forms and send them back to the South China Research
Center by fax, e-mail or in person.

Telephone : 2358-8026, 2358-8939

E-mail : hkheritage@ust.hk
Fax : 2358-7774
Address : Room 1021, Academic Building, Hong Kong University of Science and

Technology, Clear Water Bay, Kowloon, Hong Kong

Please write on a separate sheet of paper if space below is insufficient.

Domain(s) in which the item/event of Intangible Cultural Heritage is manifested
(Please tick the appropriate box(es).):

[]

[]

Oral traditions and expressions
(e.g. Wai Tau/Se dialect, Zuk Zi poetry, Hoklo dialect, Hakka dialect and
fishermen’s dialect)

Performing arts
(e.g. Naamjam, Taoist music, Baak Fu (White Tiger) ritual, fishermen’s ballads,
unicorn dance and puppetry)

Social practices, rituals, festive events

(e.g. Praying Mantis Boxing, Dim Dang (lantern-lighting) ritual, Jyu Laan Festival,
Beat the Petty Person ritual, Tin Hau Festival, Pun Coi (basin meal) and Jiao
festivals)

Knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe

(e.g. traditional Chinese medicine production, Dit Daa (bone-setting), knowledge
of traditional Chinese medicine, Gwai Ling Gou (turtle essence jelly),
wine-infusing, fishermen’s knowledge about the universe and the nature)

Traditional craftsmanship

(e.g. bamboo steamer making, dried fruit production, dragon and phoenix
woodcarving, dyeing, fishing skills, cured meat production, seal cutting and
rattan-woven objects)

Must fill in
Only the transmitter need to fill in

Name of the Item*

Place where the item is transmitted*
(or place where the transmitter lives)

Date (lunar/western calendar), Venue
and Context (Please also fill in
“Timetable for Periodic Traditional
Events of Hong Kong” if the item is
manifested in the domain of “Social
practices, rituals, festive events”)

Purpose and Function*

Content*, Mode, Structure,
Organization and Taboo




History / Oral Legend

Procedure / Process

(Give a detailed description and draw a
floor plan of the venue)

Curriculum Vitae of the Transmitter and
the Chronology of his Work as a
Transmitter (©Must fill in if the
transmitter is identified.)

Personal Information of the Transmitter
(Year of Birth, Mailing Address and
Contact Phone No.) (©#Must fill in if the
transmitter is identified.)

10

Forte, Style and Contribution of the
Transmitter (©Must fill in if the
transmitter is identified.)

11

Related Objects and Products with Brief
Introduction
(If available, please provide photos.)

12

Organization for Safeguarding and
Transmitting the Item

13

Difficulties in Safeguarding and
Transmitting the Item

14

Government’s Role and Work Done for
the Item

15

Written Materials / Archives
(If available, please provide brief
information.)

16

Photographs
(If available, please provide brief
information.)

17

Videos
(If available, please provide brief
information.)

18

Others
(If available, please provide brief
information.)

Information of Signatory:

Name:

Correspondence Address:

Contact Tel. No:

District (if applicable):

Signature: Date:

*

According to the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance, the personal data provided on
this form will only be used to conduct research related to the “Territory-wide
Survey of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Hong Kong”.

2

E-mail Address:
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Intangible Cultural Heritage Advisory Committee

Chairman
Prof Yu Siu-wah

Members

Prof Selina Chan Ching

Mr Stephen Chan Chit-kwai, JP

Prof Cheng Pei-kal

Dr Michael Lau Wai-mai

Prof Leung Siu-kit

Dr Li Siu-leung

Prof Mak King-sang

Prof EvaMan Kit-wah

Dr Dorothy Ng Fung-ping

Mr Almon Poon Chin-hung, JP

Prof Siu Kwok-kin

Dr Joseph Ting Sun-pao

Prof Alison Yeung Sau-chu

Representative of the Home Affairs Bureau
Representative of the Leisure and Cultural Services Department

Secretary
Chief Curator (Heritage Museum)
Leisure and Cultural Services Department

Termsof reference

(@

(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)

(f)

To advise on and monitor the conduct of the territory-wide survey on Hong
Kong'sintangible cultural heritage;

To examine the findings and recommendations of the territory-wide survey on
Hong Kong'sintangible cultural heritage for submission to the Government;

To advise on the compilation and, where necessary, updating of the inventory of
intangible cultural heritage in Hong Kong;

To advise on the selection and nomination of Hong Kong's intangible cultural
heritage items for application for inscription onto the national list or the
UNESCO'slist;

To advise on the measures for the safeguarding of intangible cultura heritage
including research on and promotion, enhancement, transmission and
revitalisation of intangible cultural heritage; and

To advise on any other issues related to intangible cultural heritage as proposed
by the Government.
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