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Our ref:  HEKDU/102/2011

21 Tune 2011

Dr. Lam Pmg Yan
Director

Department ol Health
21/F., Wu Chung House
212 Queen’s Road East
Wanchai, TTong Kong

Diear Dr. Lam,

Or behaif of the Drug Safety Consortium, comprising of member associations of Hong Kong Doctors Union,
The Peactising Pharmacists Association of Hong Kong, Alliance tor Patients” Mutual Help Organization and
Retina Hong Kong. we would like to lodge a fonmal complaint against the individuals and groups muking
unapproved safety claims of pharmaccutical products to the public in Hong Kong.

As vou may be aware, the pharmaceutical product Avastin (bevacizumab) has not been approved by the Hong
Kong Department of Health or by any drug regulatory body in the world to he safe for use to treat wet Age-
related Macular Degencration (AMD). As you may be also aware, Avastn uscd in an off-label manner to treat
wot AMD has cauzed blindness to 6 patients in Portugal duc to contamination of product from unapproved
compounding of the product by health care professionals. In order to prevent similar unfortunate drug safety
incidents from happening in Hong Kong. we have initiated a “Hong Kong Zero Blindness” Campaign to
ensure that no patient n Hong Kong will be blinded or harmed in any way with the off-label use of Avastin to

freal wet AMD,

We would like to bring to your immediate atiention that, on 16 June 201 1, some health care professionals and
aroups had announced to the public through a press conference that Avastin is a sale treatment lor wot AMD
when, in fact, the product has never been properly reviewed and assessed for ity safety on humans, These
individuals and groups, through their casual claims that Avastin is a safe, effective. and cheap treatment for
wet AMD, may have seriously misled the public 1o belicve that the product is indeed sale for patient'’s general
use. We would like to mform you that the negative impact of the press conference on the public has heen great
and we have received complaint telephone calls from the public which claims to have been misled to believe
that Avastin is a safe, effective, and cheaper choice to treat their disease condition of wet AMD.

In addiion. those individuals that claim that off-label use of the Avastin is only $500 per dose which 1s more
than 50 rimes less oxpensive than the registered product, Lucentis {ranibizumab), may be indicating that they
are perlorming unapproved manipulation and compounding of the original vial of Avastin in order to cut drug
costs and therefore, may very well be providing substandard quality Avastin products for the use of the public.

We request that an investigation be promptly initiated by the Department of 1lealth to ask thosc individuals
which prusented their claims at the press conference whether they are performing unapproved compounding of
the Avastin product and whether their compounded Avastin products are of the optimal quality for the public's
use.
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This investigation must be conducted immediately and individuals providing substandard quality and unsate
Avastin products to the public must be stopped before any harm will be caused to patients from being given
.ubstandard quality and unsafe products by these health care professionals. Otherwise, Hong Kong will easily
become the next place for patients to be hanmed by the off-label use of Avastin.

Furthermore, we would like to seek for your advice whether the public promotion by individuals or groups
regarding the salety and efficacy of a pharmaceutical product (o ireat an unapproved indication, such as in the
case of Avastin, has contravened any drug regulatory laws of Hong Kong. We are of the view that such public
promotions of a drug's safety and ellicacy without the prior approval by the Department of Health poses high
risk to public health and safcty.

Tf this form of public promotion of unapproved drug therapics is allowed to continue without being regulated,
other individuals and companies may soon be promoting other unregistered products to treat disease
conditions and may cause great harm to the citizens living i our society.

Thank you for your kind attention to this important matter and we look forward to your reply within 7 days of
this letter.

Yours truly,

/%%—«:i—-

Dr. Yeung Chiu-Fat
President ,
Hong Kong Doctors Union
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Ms. Tris Chang
President
The Practising Pharmacists Association of Hong Kong

Mr. Tsang Kin Ping
Chatrman
Alliance for Patients” Mutual Help Organizations

President
Retina Hong Kong

Cont.../I’. 3

-Z81l @3:q1s 23855275 7% P22



Fax NO. 123838273 22 Jun. 2811 @%:22

Our ref:  HEDU/102/2011

ce: Members of the Legislative Councii Panel on Health Services
Ms. Linda Woo, Chicf Pharmacist, Department of Health
Dr. Chow Yat Ngok. York, Secretary for 'ood and Health, Food and Health Bureau
Ms. Connie Lau, Chief Executive, Consumer Council

Reference:

Newsclip from Sing Pao on 17 June 2011
Newsclip fram Sing Tao Daily on 17 Junc 2011
Newselip from Ta Kung Pao on 17 June 2011
Newsclip trom Apple Daily on 17 June 2011
Newsclip [rom Oriental Daily on 17 June 2011
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