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Manpower situation of crime officers 
 
 The manpower situation in respect of crime officers of the Hong Kong 
Police Force has not been discussed by committees of the Legislative Council 
per se.  There have been media reports on a shortage of crime officers in the 
Hong Kong Police Force and the streamlining of procedures for the claiming of 
detective allowance.  The relevant press reports on the subject are in the 
Appendix. 
 
Detective allowance 
 
2. According to the Administration, disciplined services staff of the Hong 
Kong Police Force deployed on regular and frequent detective duties in plain 
clothes for 30 days or more are entitled to detective allowance.  It is granted as 
a token allowance in recognition of the impracticability of staff to claim 
reimbursement of the numerous small out-of-pocket expenses on travel, meals, 
refreshments, etc. when trailing suspects or contacting informants and witnesses.  
As at November 2009, the rate of the allowance is $360 per month for 
inspectorate officers up to the rank of Chief Inspector of Police or equivalent, 
and $180 per month for rank and file staff.  These rates are adjusted annually 
having regard to the actual movement of the Consumer Price Index. 
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