
立法會 
Legislative Council 

 
LC Paper No. CB(2)709/10-11(05) 

Ref : CB2/PL/WS 
 

Panel on Welfare Services 
 

Background brief prepared by the Legislative Council Secretariat  
for the meeting on 10 January 2011 

 
Neighbourhood Support Child Care Project 

 
 
Purpose 
 
1.. This paper gives a brief account of past discussions of the Panel on 
Welfare Services ("the Panel") on the Neighbourhood Support Child Care 
Project ("NSCCP"). 
 
 
Background 
 
2. In 2008-2009, the Government earmarked $45 million for the launch 
of the three-year pilot NSCCP under the Social Welfare Department ("SWD") 
with an aim to provide needy parents with more flexible child care service in 
addition to regular services and to foster mutual help and care in the 
community.  The service is targeted for children aged under six, especially 
for those whose parents are either working long, unstable and/or 
unconventional hours, in emergency needs, but lack support network and 
have financial hardship in securing alternative child care support. 
 
3. Under the pilot project, the Government provides subventions to 
non-governmental organisations and community groups as service operators 
of NSCCP.  The operators recruit and train carers in the neighbourhood to 
take care of children in the service centres run by them or at the carers' 
homes.  The service charge is decided by service operators and approved by 
SWD.  At present, the basic fees for home-based child care service range 
from $18 to $24 per hour while those for centre-based care group range from 
$13 to $24 per hour.  Needy families with financial hardship will be granted 
fee waiving or reduction, subject to their passing the social need and means 
tests.  
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4. According to the Administration, NSCCP has been launched in all the 
11 administrative districts of SWD, each run by a service operator in the 
respective district. 
 
 
Deliberations by members  
 
5. At the meeting on 23 October 2008 when the Panel was briefed on the 
welfare initiatives in the 2008-2009 Policy Address, members were advised 
that NSCCP comprised two service components, namely, centre-based care 
group (close attention for children aged three to under six by organising 
group activities) and home-based child care services (for children aged under 
six at the carer's own residence).  The pilot NSCCP would be launched in 
two phases.  The first batch of six NSCCP projects would be launched in 
October 2008 in six districts where the demand for flexible child care 
services was more pressing, including Tung Chung, Sham Shui Po, Kwai 
Chung, Tuen Mun, Yuen Long and Kwun Tong.  Another five projects 
would be launched in Wong Tai Sin/Sai Kung, Kowloon City/Yau Tsim 
Mong, Tai Po/North, Shatin and Eastern/Wanchai in March 2009, thus 
covering all SWD's administrative districts.  The projects would last until 
the end of March 2011. 
 
6. Members were concerned about the remuneration of the carers and 
whether the remuneration package would be subject to any monitoring 
mechanism.  Some members enquired if the remuneration would be set on a 
par with the statutory minimum wage when the latter came into force. 
 
7. According to the Administration, the operating hours of the services 
would be flexible to meet the needs of parents, and therefore the carers 
would be remunerated on an hourly basis.  The remuneration for the 
provision of child care services was included in the subventions to the 
operating community organisations.  
 
8. Members were advised that NSCCP aimed to promote mutual help in 
the neighbourhood and, at the same time, help needy families take better care 
of their children.  Under the pilot NSCCP, home-based child carers could 
earn a remuneration for the service they provided.  The project would 
create a win-win situation for both the needy families and the home-based 
child carers.  Earning of the remuneration was not the primary aim of the 
project, and it was not appropriate to compare the remuneration of carers 
with the minimum wage level. 
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9. Members were subsequently advised at the Panel meeting on 22 
October 2009 that NSCCP provided a total of at least 286 home-based child 
care places and 154 centre-based care group places.  Feedback from service 
users had been generally positive. 
 
Latest development 
 
10. As stated in the 2010-2011 Policy Address, having regard to the 
positive feedback from service users, the Administration decided to 
regularise NSCCP and extend its geographical coverage from 11 districts at 
present to all 18 districts so as to benefit more needy families.  The 
Administration will brief the Panel on the details at the meeting on 10 
January 2011.   
 
 
Question raised at Council meeting 
 
11. Hon CHEUNG Kwok-che raised an oral question relating to NSCCP 
at the Council meeting on 17 March 2010.  The Administration's reply to 
the question is in the Appendix.  
 
 
Relevant papers 
 
12.   Members are invited to access the Legislative Council website at 
http://www.legco.gov.hk/ to view the Administration's papers, and the 
relevant minutes of the meetings of the Panel on 23 October 2008,       
22 October 2009 and 20 October 2010. 
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