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OFFICIAL RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS
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Wednesday, 15 February 2012
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The Council met at Eleven o'clock
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MEMBERS PRESENT:
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THE PRESIDENT
THE HONOURABLE JASPER TSANG YOK-SING, G.B.S., J.P.
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THE HONOURABLE ALBERT HO CHUN-YAN

frf$# =% & » S.B.S,, S.B.ST.J., J.P.
IR DR THE HONOURABLE RAYMOND HO CHUNG-TAI, S.B.S., S.B.ST.J.,
J.P.
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THE HONOURABLE LEE CHEUK-YAN

FEHERE - KEAHE - GBS, IP.
DR THE HONOURABLE DAVID LI KWOK-PO, G.B.M., G.B.S., J.P.

A A E - S.B.S,, J.P.
THE HONOURABLE FRED LI WAH-MING, S.B.S., J.P.

REERE
DR THE HONOURABLE MARGARET NG
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RERERE
THE HONOURABLE JAMES TO KUN-SUN

ok SOt R B
THE HONOURABLE CHEUNG MAN-KWONG

BREEMEE S - S.B.S., J.P.
THE HONOURABLE CHAN KAM-LAM, S.B.S., J.P.

ZRFXEFHES » GBS, JP.
THE HONOURABLE MRS SOPHIE LEUNG LAU YAU-FUN, G.B.S., J.P.

THE HONOURABLE LEUNG YIU-CHUNG

HEGL#EE - GBS,
DR THE HONOURABLE PHILIP WONG YU-HONG, G.B.S.

mAMREE » S.B.S, JP.
THE HONOURABLE WONG YUNG-KAN, S.B.S., J.P.

FITHEFHRE - 1P
THE HONOURABLE LAU KONG-WAH, J.P.

FEHEHEE - REMBE - GBS, IP.
THE HONOURABLE LAU WONG-FAT, G.BM., GB.S., I.P.

FlEE#KE - GBS, IP.
THE HONOURABLE MIRIAM LAU KIN-YEE, G.B.S., J.P.

FEWEHE - 1P
THE HONOURABLE EMILY LAU WAI-HING, J.P.

MR E#RE
THE HONOURABLE ANDREW CHENG KAR-FOO

EEZE#E » GBS.,JP.
THE HONOURABLE TIMOTHY FOK TSUN-TING, G.B.S., J.P.
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HEEEEE » GBS, JP.
THE HONOURABLE TAM YIU-CHUNG, G.B.S., J.P.

fiisats% 2 - S.B.S., J.P.
THE HONOURABLE ABRAHAM SHEK LAI-HIM, S.B.S., J.P.

FEEE » S.B.S,JP.
THE HONOURABLE LI FUNG-YING, S.B.S., J.P.

RFAN#EE - SBS, 1P
THE HONOURABLE TOMMY CHEUNG YU-YAN, S.B.S., J.P.

HEmEiEk g - S.B.S,JP.
THE HONOURABLE FREDERICK FUNG KIN-KEE, S.B.S., J.P.

mEmEE - S.C,IP.
THE HONOURABLE AUDREY EU YUET-MEE, S.C., J.P.

HHEEE » SB.S,JP.
THE HONOURABLE VINCENT FANG KANG, S.B.S., J.P.

+ a2 MLH.
THE HONOURABLE WONG KWOK-HING, M.H.

THE HONOURABLE LEE WING-TAT

Z B E - S.B.S, JP.
DR THE HONOURABLE JOSEPH LEE KOK-LONG, S.B.S., J.P.

MEE%EE - GBS, JP.
THE HONOURABLE JEFFREY LAM KIN-FUNG, G.B.S., J.P.

REEEE » GBS,IJP.
THE HONOURABLE ANDREW LEUNG KWAN-YUEN, G.B.S., J.P.

REHZEE - GBS, JP.
THE HONOURABLE CHEUNG HOK-MING, G.B.S., J.P.
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=EEER - BBS,JP.
THE HONOURABLE WONG TING-KWONG, B.B.S., J.P.

GxRMEEHRE - S.C
THE HONOURABLE RONNY TONG KA-WAH, S.C.

BEREEEE
THE HONOURABLE CHIM PUI-CHUNG

FNFH i E - SB.S, 1P
PROF THE HONOURABLE PATRICK LAU SAU-SHING, S.B.S., J.P.

HyEGR & - MH.
THE HONOURABLE KAM NAI-WAIL M.H.

(AT 55 B i B
THE HONOURABLE CYD HO SAU-LAN

FEHEE LD
THE HONOURABLE STARRY LEE WAI-KING, J.P.

AR & » B.B.S., J.P.
DR THE HONOURABLE LAM TAI-FAIL B.B.S., J.P.
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THE HONOURABLE CHAN HAK-KAN

PR & & 0 M.H., 1P
THE HONOURABLE PAUL CHAN MO-PO, M.H., J.P.
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THE HONOURABLE CHAN KIN-POR, J.P.
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DR THE HONOURABLE PRISCILLA LEUNG MEI-FUN, J.P.

DR THE HONOURABLE LEUNG KA-LAU
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THE HONOURABLE CHEUNG KWOK-CHE

LB

THE HONOURABLE WONG SING-CHI

=B {2 A - BBS.
THE HONOURABLE WONG KWOK-KIN, B.B.S.

EEPFZEE - MH
THE HONOURABLE IP WAI-MING, M.H.

EEGEE R 0 GBS, JP.
THE HONOURABLE IP KWOK-HIM, G.B.S., J.P.

ERMEAE - GBS, P
THE HONOURABLE MRS REGINA IP LAU SUK-YEE, G.B.S., J.P.

w2 R A
DR THE HONOURABLE PAN PEY-CHYOU
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THE HONOURABLE PAUL TSE WAI-CHUN, J.P.

HEEHRE - IP.
DR THE HONOURABLE SAMSON TAM WAI-HO, J.P.

REHEHE - SC
THE HONOURABLE ALAN LEONG KAH-KIT, S.C.
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THE HONOURABLE LEUNG KWOK-HUNG
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THE HONOURABLE TANYA CHAN
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REXHEE
THE HONOURABLE ALBERT CHAN WAI-YIP

=HEIREE
THE HONOURABLE WONG YUK-MAN

HERHEES :
PUBLIC OFFICERS ATTENDING:

REZBREEZEDLE4 - GBS, 1LD.SM,, JP.
THE HONOURABLE AMBROSE LEE SIU-KWONG, G.B.S., LD.S.M., J.P.
SECRETARY FOR SECURITY

RYI LA R B EE—-#SELE » GBS, P
DR THE HONOURABLE YORK CHOW YAT-NGOK, G.B.S., J.P.
SECRETARY FOR FOOD AND HEALTH

REEGRRBEEERRE - GBS, IP.
THE HONOURABLE TSANG TAK-SING, G.B.S., J.P.
SECRETARY FOR HOME AFFAIRS

55 T Remg Fl Jay oy e ik i oR O 2 > GBS, P
THE HONOURABLE MATTHEW CHEUNG KIN-CHUNG, G.B.S., J.P.
SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND WELFARE

A% 55 155 I R S Jm Ja R BR X 5 9% - S.B.S., 1P
PROF THE HONOURABLE K C CHAN, S.B.S., J.P.
SECRETARY FOR FINANCIAL SERVICES AND THE TREASURY

RERRBRIE$E 4L - GBS, IP.
THE HONOURABLE EDWARD YAU TANG-WAH, G.B.S., J.P.
SECRETARY FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

Ei N B R R R R E i #EZ L GBS, P
THE HONOURABLE EVA CHENG, G.B.S., I.P.
SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT AND HOUSING
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JIERLE -
CLERKS IN ATTENDANCE:

WEREFELL
MS PAULINE NG MAN-WAH, SECRETARY GENERAL

HMERFESELL
MRS CONSTANCE LI TSOI YEUK-LIN, ASSISTANT SECRETARY
GENERAL

PR E R M e 2
MRS JUSTINA LAM CHENG BO-LING, ASSISTANT SECRETARY
GENERAL

PHEMERERAERLZ L
MRS PERCY MA, ASSISTANT SECRETARY GENERAL
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=323
TABLING OF PAPERS

T ERE (REBAA) B21QHRMEE R
The following papers were laid on the table under Rule 21(2) of the Rules of
Procedure:

It a8 i B S 2R 2 2 i

( (HEBFEEMLERBCGB)< ) ERHH)

N 21/2012

Subsidiary Legislation/Instrument L.N. No.

Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters (Finland) Order
(Commencement) NOICE .....c.veeevvrieeeciieeeeiiee e, 21/2012

HoAth 2

FT705E  — BUFIREZEGHMET & FK2010- 20115 EH#E
R B AT BUE BURT IR H 35 5145 R K5 fi-H:%ﬁT%I
EEAFETGEREEEERRERE
(2012F:2H — BUNFIREZEE 3 ﬁth%J)“?%&%
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N & B G B WE I 8 ik 0 ke HAt SCE B R 12/11-125F i &
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Other Papers

No.70 — Report of the Public Accounts Committee on the Reports of
the Director of Audit on the Accounts of the Government of
the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region for the year
ended 31 March 2011 and the Results of Value for Money

Audits (Report No. 57)
(February 2012 — P.A.C. Report No. 57)

Report No. 12/11-12 of the House Committee on Consideration of
Subsidiary Legislation and Other Instruments

2 =3

ADDRESSES

TR B EHHILEEGR BNIRHZEG RO @S EM
KRGS -

]]]1

HNIREZEEMENEZ R2010-2011FEFH S 1T HE BUS Ik
BEFHEARFEF AT CHRGETIEEXN B BERESTRERINEBES
(20125283 — HBRNREZEEEALTECHREEE)

Report of the Public Accounts Committee on the Reports of the Director of
Audit on the Accounts of the Government of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region for the year ended 31 March 2011 and the Results of

Value for Money Audits (Report No. 57)
(February 2012 — P.A.C. Report No. 57)

EHLES EFFE  BHRRBTIREHZEGCIREGRERIRETS
htEH®EsE - EhwmE ﬂfﬂ?%uf F=2010-201 148 & & ¥
il K E&EE&H@E%J@S‘E#& DR EFBEERB LT EHE LT
BEEHAFTERERESE(F .ﬁqﬁ&ﬁb”%

e 22 & 09 & B G 3(E B A A
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= EHMNORERE
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

IENBFBERKAMERANEPEAREMNRERBARRE
Immigration Clearance and Entry Visas to the Mainland for Foreign
Nationals who are Hong Kong Permanent Residents

1. DR DAVID LI: President, it was announced in the 2001-2002 Policy
Address that foreign nationals who are Hong Kong permanent residents may be
granted three-year multiple-entry visas to the Mainland. Further, they may also
apply to the Hong Kong Immigration Department (ImmD) for Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation (APEC) Business Travel Cards. Yet neither of these
arrangements allows such foreign nationals to use automated passenger
clearance channels to enter and exit the Mainland. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council:

(@) whether it has carried out any discussion with the relevant Mainland
authorities to extend the automated passenger clearance channel
service at Mainland boundary control points to foreign nationals
who are Hong Kong permanent residents; and if so, of the outcome;
and

(b)  whether the Government will approach the relevant authorities to
request the Office of the Commissioner of the Ministry of Foreign
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Affairs of the People's Republic of China in the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region (OCMFA) to give priority treatment to the
visa applications from foreign nationals who hold a Hong Kong
Permanent Identity Card, so as to facilitate them to travel between
both places without having to wait in a long queue for their visas?

SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: President, to maintain Hong Kong's key
position as an international financial centre, the Government of the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) has strived to enhance travel
convenience for permanent residents of Hong Kong. Currently, there are 144
countries or territories which provide visa-free access or visa-on-arrival
arrangements to HKSAR Passport holders.

My reply to the two parts of Dr David LI's question is as follows:

(a)

Since 2005, holders of the Mainland Travel Permit for Hong Kong
and Macau Residents, or commonly known as the Home Visit Permit,
may, following enrollment, use the automated passenger clearance
channels at Mainland boundary control points. Currently,
automated passenger clearance channels are set up at immigration
control points in major cities including Beijing, Shanghai,
Guangzhou, Zhuhai and Shenzhen. The facilities have greatly
facilitated immigration clearance of Hong Kong visitors through
shortening waiting time.

We have, from time to time, exchanged views with the relevant
Mainland authorities on measures to further facilitation for Hong
Kong visitors. We are given to understand that the relevant
Mainland authorities currently have no plan to extend the automated
clearance service to non-Chinese Hong Kong permanent residents
holding passports issued by other countries.

Meanwhile, eligible non-Chinese Hong Kong permanent residents
may apply for APEC Business Travel Cards through the ImmD to
enjoy various travel convenience benefits, including multiple
visa-free visits to the Mainland, with up to 60 days of stay for each
visit, within the validity period of three years. Currently, major
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cities on the Mainland, including Beijing, Shanghai and Shenzhen,
have set up priority lanes for APEC Business Travel Card holders.
In the past three years, the ImmD approved and issued around
10 000 APEC Business Travel Cards to Hong Kong permanent
residents with foreign passports.

(b)  One of the duties of the OCMFA is to process and issue Mainland
visas in Hong Kong. Its clients include Hong Kong permanent
residents who are foreign nationals and visitors who visit the
Mainland routing through Hong Kong. Since 2001, non-Chinese
Hong Kong permanent residents and their spouses and children are
eligible to apply for multiple-entry visas which are valid for up to
three years. We understand that the OCMFA is busiest on Mondays
and Tuesdays. Hence, persons living or working in Hong Kong
may arrange to submit visa applications on other working days of the
week. At the same time, the OCMFA indicated that they would
actively consider different arrangements to cope with service
demand, including enhancing the facilities of its visa office and the
processing efficiency.

Besides, in view of the increase in visa applications submitted by
visitors intending to visit the Mainland routing through Hong Kong,
the OCMFA has, through its official website, urged foreign visitors
to apply for their visas through the Chinese diplomatic and consular
missions in their home country in advance before coming to Hong
Kong.

DR DAVID LI: President, will the Government advise whether it is actively
exploring expanding the use of e-Channels with its counterparts on the Mainland
as a way to speed up Hong Kong and Mainland immigration clearance at the new
boundary control points?

SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: President, at all new control points, including
the Express Rail Link, the ImmD will put in place e-Channels and other advanced
facilities for use by both local residents and frequent visitors in accordance with
prevailing immigration policies and arrangements. As mentioned in my main
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reply, we will continue to liaise closely with our Mainland counterparts to further
facilitate the smooth flow of residents and visitors between both sides and
enhanced the use of e-Channels is an important feature in this regard.
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TE127) 36 116 28 668 78
1998 54 264 40 811 403
1999 49 296 38 440 487
2000 49 964 45 224 487
2001 52 578 47 292 457
2002 62 009 57 977 617
2003 74 636 66 937 545
2004 65 333 59 662 684
2005 51226 45 004 853
2006 49 142 44 221 923
2007 45 649 40 223 1 057
2008 42 317 40 214 1132
2009 46 376 37 849 1 021
2010 53 575 50 175 1115
2011 52776 41 968 1 335
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(7E128)| 17 136 | 18980 12989 | 15679 45 33
1998 38066 | 16198 | 28937 | 11874 | 228 175
1999 138973 | 10323 | 31020 | 7420 | 373 114
2000 | 40 272 9692 | 36582 | 8642 | 341 146
2001 42261 | 10317 | 38244 | 9048 | 328 129
2002 50250 | 11759 | 47557 | 10420 | 371 246
2003 | 60624 | 14012 | 55729 | 11208 | 316 229
2004 | 51397 | 13936 | 47673 | 11989 | 411 273
2005 38333 | 12893 |33305 | 11699 | 490 363
2006 | 39 848 9294 | 36281 | 7940 | 496 427
2007 | 36508 9141 33056 | 7167 | 507 550
2008 |32 812 9505 [ 32101 | 8113 | 491 641
2009 |37 609 8 767 | 31046 | 6803 | 496 525
2010 | 45250 8325 | 43494 | 6681 | 526 589
2011 [40729 | 12047 [32994 | 8974 | 724 611
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Radiation Leak in Japan
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Trial Scheme on One-off Ad Hoc Quotas for Cross-boundary Private Cars
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Landslip Prevention and Mitigation Works
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BREEFEERE TERIKFER -
Mr Albert CHAN rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that there were 43 Members present, 38 were in
favour of the motion, three against it and one abstained. Since the question was
agreed by a majority of the Members present, he therefore declared that the
motion was passed.
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Mr WONG Kwok-kin rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 18 were present, eight were in favour of the amendment, five
against it and five abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections, 23 were present, 16 were in favour of the
amendment, one against it and five abstained. Since the question was not agreed
by a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, he therefore
declared that the amendment was negatived.
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Ms Audrey EU rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 18 were present, seven were in favour of the amendment, seven
against it and four abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections, 23 were present, 17 were in favour of the
amendment, two against it and three abstained. Since the question was not
agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, he therefore
declared that the amendment was negatived.
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Adjourned accordingly at twenty-four minutes past Eight o'clock .



