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Committee Stage

EREIRSMURER FHEAAERE  EEEmATFEESE -

Ri# (FEMA) FIOEHEEZRZETRANREGROEE
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COUNCIL BE NOW ADJOURNED
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Continuation of debate on motion which was moved on 9 May 2012
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MR ABRAHAM SHEK: Chairman, I speak against the proposal put forward by
Ms Audrey EU. I do not doubt her sincerity in trying to find a solution to the
present dilemma, but her solution is not a practical solution. Her solution is to
find an end without realizing that the means is not right. What we are facing is a
parliamentary crisis, a crisis that we have to face it and do it in a parliamentary
manner. Doing it in a parliamentary manner, you must sit here and resolve the
issue, not to bury it — you can never bury a living body — and this is the whole
essence of today's meeting.

I am glad that this has happened at the end of this session and that this
legislature has come to a point of maturity, the maturity for us to achieve a form
of democracy which we will be getting in 2020. This is important because it is
not an issue that we are here to accuse the opposition party or having the
opposition party accused the pro-establishment. We are here to show to the
public and to the world that the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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(HKSAR) is working under the "one country, two systems" and the Basic Law.
We are here to protect the system that we treasure.

Chairman, there have been criticisms on you ...... on your concurrence to
the 1300 amendments. Rightly or wrongly, it is not important. What is
important is that you are defending the sanity and the dignity of this legislature.
You are defending the very core values of the HKSAR, the freedom of speech
and the freedom of expression. This, I salute you for your wisdom as usual.
You have done the right thing for Hong Kong, and particularly, for this institution.
And having done that, it is up to us, as Members of this legislature, to do our duty, to
ensure that we do everything in a parliamentary way and to face the crisis that we
are facing. This is only the beginning of the future crisis that we will be facing
in terms of amendments that will not be supported. And rightly so, this is the
whole process of democracy.

I was just reading to pass time. If [ may quote from Milton FRIEDMAN's
Capitalism and Freedom: "One feature of a free society is surely the freedom of
individuals to advocate and propagandize openly for a radical change in the structure
of the society" — this is what Mr WONG Yuk-man and Mr CHAN Wai-yip were
doing and are now doing — "so long as the advocate is restricted to persuasion and
does not include force or other forms of coercion. It is a mark of political freedom
of a free and capitalist society." Chairman, you have done that and it is up to us to
support you in this particular instance. And this is why I have spent the whole
morning, without moving out from my seat, reading it in respect of your decision.
And this is why every one of us is sitting here, including functional constituency
Members and Members from the geographical constituencies. This is what we
treasure. This is what Hong Kong is built on. Meeting costs money. It is not
important if you take it into a wider context because we believe in a system where
the freedom of speech and the right of expression is foremost, being the cornerstone
of our society. And in this, I think we expect to come out of the crisis and we
expect you to do the same thing as you have done before. And we are here to face
any form of challenge and any form of intimidation or coercion by persuasion.

Chairman, I support you in whatever you have done in the past and at the
present. We will do our duty to ride out this crisis, to pass through it without any

problem.

Thank you, Chairman.
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Ms Audrey EU rose to claim a division.
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THE CHAIRMAN announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 25 were present, six were in favour of the motion and 19 against it;
while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies through direct
elections, 26 were present, 16 were in favour of the motion and nine against it.

Since the question was not agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of
Members present, he therefore declared that the motion was negatived.
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL (AMENDMENT) BILL 2012
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N 12KF3047
12.30 pm

G -

Meeting suspended.
N 1ERF3097

1.30 pm
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Committee then resumed.
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Meeting suspended.
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Committee then resumed.
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Suspended accordingly at four minutes to Ten o'clock.




