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what this case is about ...... Today nearly a third of the population lives
in public housing i.e. in the Authority's estates at subsidized rent.
Many others are in the queue. What they are queuing up for is
affordable housing. So defending that concept is in their interests, too.
Section 4(1) of the Housing Ordinance provides that '[t]he Authority
shall exercise its powers and discharge its duties under this Ordinance
so as to secure the provision of housing ...... for such kinds or classes of
persons as the Authority may, subject to the approval of the Chief
Executive, determine." Although not as often as in daily life, even the
law sometimes forbears to state the obvious. Here is an instance of
that. The statute does not state in terms that it means housing for
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persons who cannot afford private sector housing. But what else can it
sensibly mean? I see that meaning as a necessary implication of the
statute's provisions purposively read as a whole and in context ......
Providing affordable housing is obviously the Authority's raison d'étre.
Governance under the rule of law is a matter of enforceable duty, not

mere grace and favour. And the statute would be bereft of sense and
reason if it did not oblige the Authority to provide affordable housing.” -
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been known that the day would come when the Court has to give a
decision on judicial independence. That day has come. Judicial
independence is not to be found in what the courts merely say. It is to
be found in what the courts actually do. In other words, it is to be
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