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Member will ask the question in this language
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Posting of posters in public housing estates

Hon James TO Kun-sun (Ordl reply)

It has earlier been reported in the press that some
District Council (“*DC”) members intended to put up
certain posters (e.g. posters about “Safeguarding of a
corruption-free  Hong Kong requires a clean
government”, “A march to protest against ‘Ying and
violence'” and “Protest against MTR fare increase’) in
public housing estates (“PHES’) managed by the
Housing Department (“HD”) to draw residents
attention to social issues, but HD refused to give
permission. | have also received complaints alleging
that HD refused to give permission for the complainant
to put up in PHES posters on a motion moved in the
Legislative Council to exercise the powers conferred by
the Legidative Council (Powers and Privileges)
Ordinance for the purpose of inquiring into the
acceptance of entertainment by the Chief Executive, as
well as those posters which criticize the Transport
Department’s policies as confusing and object the
cancellation of bus routes, and pointing out that such
practice deviates from the past practice of HD which
had all along permitted the posting of various kinds of
posters. In this connection, will the Government
inform this Council:

@ of the reasons why HD did not permit the
aforesaid posters to be posted in PHES, and why
the current practice deviates from that in the
past; whether HD has revised its interna
guidelines on vetting and approving applications
for putting up posters, or tightened the specific
interpretation of such guidelines; if not, of the
reason for the differences between the current
and past practices which are both following the
same internal guidelines, whether any policy
change is involved, whether the authorities have
exercised political self-censorship, whether the
change in practice involves political
consideration, and of the criteria for vetting the
contents of posters;



(b)

whether the authorities have assessed the impact
of the current practice, including the impact on
the work of Members of this Council and DC
members in criticizing and monitoring the
Government and accounting for the work of the
councils to members of the public, as well as the
impact on the right of public rental housing
tenants to receive social information; and

whether the internal guidelines of the
Government will be reviewed to safeguard the
right of the general public to recelve sociad
information from Members of this Council and
DC members?
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Promotion of research and development in

science and technol ogy

Ir Dr Hon Raymond HO Chung-tai (Ordl reply)

Will the Government inform this Council:

(@

(b)

(©)

whether the authorities have studied the research
and development (“R&D”) situation in science
and technology in Hong Kong and Singapore; if
they have, how the two places compare with
each other in respect of their strengths and
weaknesses in this regard;

apart from the Research and Development Cash
Rebate Scheme, whether the authorities have
formulated other specific measures to encourage
local universities to participate in R&D projects
in science and technology undertaken by the
innovation and technology sector and the
industrial sector, so as to enhance Hong Kong's
overal capability in R&D in science and
technology; and

whether it knows if local universities at present
collaborate with the innovation and technology
sector and the industrial sector in the
development of R&D projects in science and
technology; if they do, of the number and scopes
of research of such projects, as well as the
amounts of investment involved?
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Waiting time for allocation of public rental housing units

Hon Fred L1 Wah-ming (Written Reply)

In recent years, | have received complaints from quite a
number of families of four persons or more which are
applying for public rental housing (“PRH") that they
have been waiting for a very long time but have yet to
be allocated PRH units, and that even those with elderly
family members are not alocated PRH units within
three years, let alone priority alocation for elderly
persons. In reply to a question from a Member of this
Council in February this year, the Government indicated
that at present, the demand for large units remained
strong and PRH units accommodating larger households
were in short supply. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council:

(@ of the number of large PRH units alocated to
family applicants with four or more members in
each of the past three years; the average waiting
time of those family applicants with four or
more members which were allocated PRH units,
and the number of those which had waited for
more than three years, if the relevant figures are
not available, of the reasons for that;

(b) of the current number of family applicants with
four or more members on the Waiting List for
PRH (together with a breakdown by their
waiting time, i.e. less than three years, three to
less than four years, four to less than five years,
and five years or more); if the relevant figures
are not available, of the reasons for that;

(c) whether the authorities collect information on
the waiting time of family applicants with four
or more members on the Waiting List through
the annual Survey on Waiting List Applicants
for Public Rental Housing; if not, of the reasons
for that;

(d) of the numbers of newly completed or
refurbished large PRH units available for



(€)

allocation to family applicants with four or more
members in each of the next five years according
to the authorities projection, together with a
breakdown by district; and

of the means (including whether existing
construction arrangements will be reviewed with
a view to building more large PRH units) by
which the authorities can accelerate the
provision of large PRH units for allocation to
family applicants with four or more members?
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The offices of the Government of the HKSAR on the Mainland

(13)

Dr Hon LAM Tai-fai (Written reply)

A number of small and medium-sized enterprises in
Hong Kong have relayed to me that, with the rapid
development of the Chinese economy, the mainland
market has profound potential for development, and
quite a number of Hong Kong enterprises hope to seize
the business opportunities brought by the “Outline of
the Twelfth Five-Year Plan for the National Economic
and Socia Development of the People’s Republic of
China’ (“the 12th Five-Year Plan”) and expand
domestic sales on the Mainland. However, due to
inadequate support from the offices of the Hong Kong
SAR Government on the Mainland (“Offices on the
Mainland”), they lack understanding of the actua
situation of the mainland market and the channels to
access the market. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council:

@ of the total number of requests for assistance
from Hong Kong enterprises in developing
businesses on the Mainland received by various
Offices on the Mainland in each of the past five
years, and the number of such cases in which
assistance had been provided;

(b) of the total number of Hong Kong enterprises
which had received support services for business
development from various Offices on the
Mainland in each of the past five years, with a
breakdown by type of service;

(c) of the general procedure and practices of the
Offices on the Mainland for handling requests
for assistance made by Hong Kong enterprises
when developing businesses on the Mainland;

(d) whether it plans to increase the number of
Offices on the Mainland and expand their
functions in response to the huge market on the
Mainland and rising demand for support from
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(f)

(9)

(h)

(1)

Hong Kong enterprises; if so, of the details; if
not, the reasons for that;

whether the Offices on the Mainland will
conduct regular surveys on the market
conditions in various mainland provinces and
cities, and provide Hong Kong enterprises with
the relevant and detailed information; if they
will, of the details; if not, the reasons for that;

whether the Offices on the Mainland will assist
Hong Kong enterprises which intend to develop
their businesses on the Mainland in liaising and
acquainting with the appropriate government
departments and relevant regulatory authorities
on the Mainland, and inform them of the
channels to access the market; if they will, of the
details; if not, the reasons for that;

whether the Offices on the Mainland will
consider providing legal and taxation services to
the Hong Kong enterprises developing
businesses on the Mainland; if they will, of the
details; if not, the reasons for that;

of the specific plans put in place by the Offices
on the Mainland to further assist Hong Kong
enterprises in expanding domestic sales in the
mainland market and seizing the business
opportunities brought by the 12th Five-Year
Plan:;

given the reply of the Secretary for Commerce
and Economic Development to my question on
29 February this year that should individua
Hong Kong enterprises encounter problems in
accessing the mainland market, they can provide
the gpecific details to the Offices on the
Mainland, which will relay the cases with
reference to their contents to the relevant
mainland authorities and then pursue follow-up
action, of the total number of cases received by
various Offices on the Mainland and referred to
the mainland government departments in each of



()

the past five years, and among such cases, the
number of those which had been settled; and

whether comparison has been made on the
difference between the work of various Offices
on the Mainland and that of the overseas offices
of the SAR Government in helping Hong Kong
enterprises develop their businesses; if so, of the
details; if not, the reasons for that?
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Beauty Industry Code of Practice

Hon Tanya CHAN (Written reply)

It has been reported that the Consumer Council (“CC”)
has started discussions with the beauty industry in 2006
and drawn up a Beauty Industry Code of Practice
(“CoP’) with a view to enhancing service quality of the
industry and consumer  confidence  through
self-regulation by the practitioners in the beauty
industry. Recently, CC has aso published the Report
on Unfair Terms in Standard Form Consumer Contract,
in which CC recommends that fair terms be adopted and
a cooling-off period be provided in standard form
consumer contracts (“standard contracts’) to protect the
rights and interests of consumers. In this connection,
will the Government inform this Council:

@ whether it knows the number of complaints
received by CC in the past three years regarding
the pre-payment mode of consumption, the total
amounts of money involved and follow-up
results, together with a breakdown by industry
(including beauty, fitness and other industries);

(b) whether the authorities will take specific
measures to encourage the beauty and other
industries to adopt the standard contract
proposed by CC so asto tie in with the publicity
and promotion campaign of CC; if they will, of
the details; if not, the reasons for that; whether
the authorities will consider stepping up relevant
public education to enable members of the
public to know about the latest sample of
standard contract released by CC, and encourage
them to advocate the use of relevant standard
contracts among the traders; if they will, of the
details; and

(c) whether at present the authorities will consider
incorporating the principles and/or specific
terms of CC’'s CoP into the legal framework for
regulating trade practices, and implementing
specifically the “Guidelines on drafting standard



form consumer contracts for beauty industry”
and the cooling-off period arrangement
recommended by CC for the pre-payment mode
of consumption through enacting legislation; if
they will, of the specific arrangements for the
legidlative study and public consultation
concerned; if not, the reasons for that?



